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Flora Protection Order - bryophytes 
 
Bazzania pearsonii 
Status: Vulnerable; listed on the Flora Protection Order 
Location: Slieve Carr, Co. Mayo 
 
Species Records 
Taxon Vice 

County 
number 

Taxon Site Locality / habitat Grid 
Reference 

Date Recorder Protected 
site 

Bazzania pearsonii 27 28 Slieve Carr F9222513394 2016.11.28 Rory Hodd SAC000534 

Bazzania pearsonii 27 28 Slieve Carr F9207013569 2016.11.28 Rory Hodd SAC000534 

Bazzania pearsonii 27 28 Slieve Carr F9201213478 2016.11.28 Rory Hodd SAC000534 

 
 
 
Location (1:50,000 Discovery map) 
 

 

Ordnance Survey of Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 
© Ordnance Survey of Ireland Government of Ireland 
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Field Data Sheet – Survey of FPO Bryophytes 2016 
 
Species 
Bazzania pearsonii 

County 
Mayo 

6" Map 
ma036c 

Discovery Map 
23 

Locality/ Site name 
Slieve Carr 

Vice-county (No.) 
H27 

SAC/NHA 
000534 Owenduff/Nephin 
Complex SAC 

Grid ref (GPS, National Grid) 
(i) F9222513394(±4) 

2005 Aerial Photo 
1444-C 

Recorder(s) 
R.L. Hodd 

Elevation (m) 
445 

Solid geology 
Banded, graded and X-
bedded quartzites 

Survey date 
28/11/2016 

Site description North-facing heathery slope of open corrie alongside of spur on 
east side of Slieve Carr. 

Population description Growing as scattered shoots and small patches in three 
locations, intermixed with other bryophytes and partially 
shaded by Calluna. 

Associated species Associated with Pleurozia purpurea, Herbertus hutchinsiae, 
Racomitrium lanuginosum, Bazzania tricrenata, Mylia taylorii, 
Odontoschisma sphagni, Calluna vulgaris, Erica cinerea and 
Carex binervis. 

Vegetation HH1 Siliceous dry heath 
Current management Although within Ballycroy National Park, evidence of moderate 

grazing by sheep present. 
Threats Overgrazing would be detrimental to these populations. 
Conservation measures Grazing sheep should be excluded from this area. 
Ownership Ballycroy National Park 
Access Forestry tracks can be followed from the nearest road at 

Muingaghel to reach open country at the top of the forestry 
east of Lough Kilnabinnia. 

Other remarks  
 
GPS readings for the species 
 

National 
Grid Letter 

Easting Northing Comments 

F 92070 13569 (±4) (ii) 460m alt. 
F 92012 13478 (±6) (iii) 535m alt. 

 
Synonymous habitat/vegetation types : 

First record and other comments: 

Not previously recorded here. 

References: Hodd, R.L. 2016. Survey of Flora Protection Order Bryophytes 2016. Unpublished report 
to National Parks and Wildlife Service.  Dublin. 
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Photographs: 

 
Photograph 1: Slieve Carr as viewed from the east, with the red arrow marking the general location 
of the populations of B. pearsonii. 
 

 

Photograph 2: View of the area in which B. pearsonii is found from higher up the mountain, red 
arrows indication general locations of populations. 

(iii) 

(i) 

(ii) 
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Photograph 3: Habitat of population (i) of B. pearsonii on heathy slopes. 

 

 

Photograph 4: Population (ii) of B. pearsonii amongst boulders on heathery slope. 
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Maps and Aerial Photographs: 

 

Figure 1: OSI Discovery Series map showing the locations of B. pearsonii (marked by red dots) on 
Slieve Carr (Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey 
Ireland/Government of Ireland). 

 
Figure 2: 6-inch map showing the locations of B. pearsonii (marked by red dots) on Slieve Carr 
(Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 
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Figure 3: 1:5,000 map showing the locations of B. pearsonii (marked by red dots) on Slieve Carr 
(Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 

 

Figure 4: 2005 aerial photo showing the locations of B. pearsonii (marked by red dots) on Slieve Carr 
(Ordnance Survey Ireland Licence No EN 0059214 © Ordnance Survey Ireland/Government of 
Ireland). 
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Figure 5: Satellite image showing the locations of B. pearsonii (marked by red dots) on Slieve Carr 
(Basemap source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, 
AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, swisstopo, and the GIS User Community). 

 

Management & Conservation 
 
General 

• Burning 
• Afforestation 
• Overgrazing 
• Climate change? 

 
Potential site-specific threats/issues 

• Although within Ballycroy National Park, evidence of moderate grazing by sheep present. 
Overgrazing would be detrimental to these populations. 
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