Conservation Measures and Survey

Requirements

VFO BLM



Where do the Conservation
- Measures come from?
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Conservation measures Outlined in the
Vernal Field Office Resource
Management Plan (RMP)

e RMP finalized in 2008
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 When oil and gas resources
developed, conservation
measures are followed for 5
listed plant species




Pariette cactus (Sclerocactus brevispinus)

Uinta Basin hookless cactus (Sclerocactus wetlandicus)
clay reed-mustard (Hesperidanthus argillacea)
shrubby reed-mustard (Hesperidanthus suffrutescens)
Ute ladies’-tresses (Spiranthes diluvialis)
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.. White River penstemon and Graham
penstemon too!
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(Penstemon Conservation Agreement, 2014)






—Applicant-committed environmental protection
measures.
(usually EA)

— The language agencies (BLM) uses in
such as

addition of (COAs),
(BMPs) from interagency agreements, or negotiated
measures with industry.

—USFWS uses during consultation with

agencies, can be the same as submitted and
, or can be the USFWS mandates
for conservation. Found in and

. Included in FONSI (Finding of No Significant
Impacts) Statements for BLM NEPA documents.



Purpose of Conservation Measures

* Avoid or minimize impacts from oil and gas
exploration and development

* Ensure compliance with the Endangered
Species Act (ESA)

* Prevent listing of special status species
(Graham’s penstemon, White River
penstemon)



Conservation Measures

e 5 conservation measures for each of the 5
species

e Graham and White River beardtongue
outlined in conservation agreement




Some Special Status Plants Require

Special Protection
o
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Readfand understand species-specific
conservation measures outlined in the RMP




Habitat definitions:

1. Potential
2. Suitable

— Includes marginal and ideal habitat

3. Occupied



The BLM and the Service Developed
the following measures to minimize
effects to federally listed species and
ensure that activities carried out
during oil and gas development are in

compliance with the Endangered
Species Act (ESA)



1. Pre-Project
Assessment

T 949

5. Re-Initiation 2. Suitable Habitat

- Conservation
Measures

4. Within Occupied 3. Minimize
Habitat Infrastructure



#1: Pre-project assessment

Pre-project habitat
assessments will be
completed across 100%
of the project
disturbance area within
potential habitat to
determine if suitable
habitat is present.
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#2: Suitable habitat surveys

Site inventories conducted
within suitable habitat to
determine occupancy:

By qualified individuals,

in all suitable habitat,
usually during flowering,

within 300 feet of
disturbance

include plant species
lists and habitat

generally valid 1 year




Survey dates

Species | Usual Start | Usual End _| Survey valid unti

clay reed-mustard May 1 June 5 May 1 the
following year

shrubby reed-mustard April 15 August 1 April 15 the
following year

Pariette cactus March 15 June 30 4 years, with spot

Uinta Basin hookless cactus Any time of year, provided  check surveys after
there is no snow cover first year

Ute ladies’-tresses August 1 August 31 August 1 the
following year

Graham’s penstemon April 15 May 20 Start of next

White River penstemon flowering season




#3: Minimize infrastructure

Design project infrastructure
to minimize impacts within
suitable habitat:

a. reduce well pad size
limit new access route

c. common ROWs utilities and
roads

d. reduce width of ROWs

e. signs to limit off-road travel

f. stay on designated routes

g. revegetated with native

species




#4: Within occupied habitat
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Within occupied habitat, project
infrastructure will be designed to
minimize impacts to populations
and individual plants:

Follow #3

300 foot buffers

Surface pipelines stabilized
Avoidance areas marked
Directional drilling

Avoid erosion/water flow

Produced water away from
occupied habitat

Minimize disturbed area with
interim reclamation



#5: Reinitiation clause

If you anticipate that plants or occupied habitat will
be lost during project activities,
reinitiate section 7 consultation with the Service



Concluding Paragraph

Vemal Record of Decision & Approved RMF Appendix L

Before and during constraction, areas for aveddance should be vismally

identifiable in the feld (e 2. flagging. temporary fencing, rebar, enc), ° ° b

Where technically and ecopomically feasible, wse directiomal drilling or Itlona Slte—
mmiltiple wells from the same pad,

Place produced ol water, or condensane tanks m cenmlized locations, away

from occupied habitat, and

Minimizs the disnobed area of producing well locations throush interim and

S TR S R specific conservation

. Ocoupied clay reed-mvostard habitats within 300° of the edze of the surfce
pipelines’ dght of ways, 3007 of the edee of the reads' rizht of ways, and 304" from

the edze of the well pad shall be menitored for a paried of three years after
ground dismubing actvites. Monitormg will inchide anmmal plant surveys to Illeasures II'a e
determine plant and habitat mepacts relative o project fcilities. Annual reparts
shall be provided o the BLM and the USFWS. To ensure desired results are

being achisved, minimization measures will be evahmted and may be changsd
after a thorough review of the monitoring results and anmmal reponts during anmial

e used to avoid or

. Peinitaton of secdon 7 consulfation with the USFWS will be soughe
mdmﬂvnmvhs:mplmuu:ocru;uedhﬂmfuﬂ!shmhhmd-mmﬂ

R e e e = minimize effects.

consultation with the USFWS to ensure continned conpliance with the ESA.
L 1.9 LEASE NoTICE: SHRUBBY REED-MUSTARD (SCHOENOCRAMBE

[ ]
s These will be

for shrobby reed-omstard under the Endangersd Species Act (ESA). The following
awoidance and minimization measures have been developed to facilitate review and
amatysis of amy submitted permits under the autharity of this lease:

oo e e ik determined during

meazures. ntegraton of and adherence to these measures will belp ensure the activities
camied out durmz oil and gas development (inchiding but not Hmited to drilling,
production. and mantenance) are in compliance with the ESA. The following avoidance

ot i shai B il SR AET B ol consultation.

1. Preproject habitat assessments will be completed across 100%: of the project
disrarbance area within potential habitat'” prier to any pround distarbing activities
to determine if sustable shrubby med—mtﬂzdha]mmsm

™ Putential hatia o delmed s acas which atisfy e broad crilens of te spacics habital Sewrgplion,
winally Sstermmal by prelis iy, ipdaouss sessmanl




websites

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/

http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/vernal/plann
ing/rmp/rod_approved rmp.2.html
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