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Foreword 

This Power Point presentation was prepared for and shown to members of the Belgian 
Dendrology Society. Unfortunately my accompanying commentary is not available. 
Nevertheless, most series of pictures are presented with a legend . 

Some pictures used for introducing the area (until slide 20) and presenting some sites 
(Shika  Mountain in the sunshine for instance) are from a previous visit to these 
sites. 

The names of rhododendrons are my educated guesses; those in Taliensia and 
Lapponica subsections are particularly difficult to determine. 

Most of the Alpine plants were identified by Dr. Phillip Cribb who was the leader for 
this tour of Alpine Garden  Society.  Here also I have made some educated guesses. 

The tour run from 4 to 19 June 2014. Starting in South West Yunnan (visits West and 
North of Tengshong: Langhayan, Datang and Gaoligong Nature Reserve), the tour 
moved to Dali and the Cangshan and then North to Zhongdian (Shika Mt., Tianshi 
lake, over the Hongshan to the Meixian Cheese factory near Langdu, and finally 
Napa Hai at the top of the Zhongdian plateau) 

All pictures are free of copyright and can be used by anyone. 
 
Philippe de Spoelberch, Wespelaar, December 2014   



From Lockwood, J.D. et All - (2013) - A new phylogeny for the genus Picea,  in Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 2013, Vol.69/3, p. 717-727 

Biodiversity of South West China demonstrated by 
distribution map of the genus Picea (Eurasia):  



From Lockwood, J.D. et All - (2013) - A new phylogeny for the genus Picea,  in Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 2013, Vol.69/3, p. 717-727 



 



 



 

Rain fall : up to 10,8 m in Assam,  



 

Population density 



 



 

Salween 

Mekong 

Yangtze 



 

The high plateau between Yunnan and Sichuan, 4500 m, source of the 3 rivers 



-North of Sangdui  - Sichuan Yunnan divide, 4500m  - 2008.0702  





Rheum alexandrae  



 

Salween Mekong Yangtze 



Kunming , 16 September 1986, Half a million inhabitants 







Kunming 2014 : 5 million inhabitants 







Heshun lake, west of Tengshong, Nelumbo nucifera,  





Taxus chinensis, Heshun,   Graveyard of National Heroes  



Taxus chinensis, Heshun,   Graveyard of National Heroes  



















Leycesteria formosa - Langyahan, West of Tengchong - 2015.0606b  



Lilium brownii - Langyahan, West of Tengchong - 2015.0606 



Lilium brownii - Langyahan, West of Tengchong - 2015.0606 





Rosa brunonii - Langyahan, West of Tengchong - 2015.0606b  



Rosa brunonii - Langyahan, West of Tengchong - 2015.0606b  



Rosa sericea var. pteracantha - Langyahan, West of Tengchong 



Rosa sericea var. pteracantha - Langyahan, West of Tengchong 



Rhododendron arboreum subsp. delavayi - Langyahan, West of Tengchong -  



Rhododendron decorum - Langyahan, West of Tengchong - 2014.0606 



Clematis montana - Langyahashan - 2014.0606 -  



Cornus capitata - Langyahan, West of Tengchong - 2015.0606 





Gaoligong Mountains Nature Reserve : Southern tip of the 
Gaoligong Chain, into the mild temperate forest.  



Juglans sigillata - Gaoligong Nature reserve, Tengchong, 2014.0607 







Juglans sigillata - Gaoligong Nature reserve, Tengchong, 2014.0607 



Juglans sigillata - Gaoligong Nature reserve, Tengchong, 2014.0607 



Magnolia hookeri (syn. Manglietia) (3m girth) –  
Gaoligong Nature reserve, Tengchong,  



Magnolia hookeri (syn. Manglietia) (3m girth) –  
Gaoligong Nature reserve, Tengchong,  



Arisaema wardii Aff.  - Gaoligong Nature reserve, 



Disporum cantoniense - Gaoligong Nature reserve,  



Betula alnoides or cylindrostachya - Gaoligong Nature reserve,  



Betula alnoides or cylindrostachya - Gaoligong Nature reserve,  



Mahonia lomariifolia aff. - Gaoligong Nature reserve,  



Datang, Big Rhododendron walk, 2040m,  
      Myanmar border, 2014.0608 













Quercus lamellosa - Datang, Tengchong, Yunn. 



Quercus lamellosa - Datang, Tengchong, Yunn. 



Acer pectinatum subsp. taronense – Datang, Yunn. - 2014.0608 



Acer pectinatum subsp. taronense – Datang, Yunn. - 2014.0608 



Acer pectinatum subsp. taronense – Datang, Yunn. - 2014.0608 



Acer chenii or pectinatum subsp. taronense Tengchong, Yunn. -  



Acer chenii or pectinatum subsp. taronense Tengchong, Yunn. - 2014.0608 



Acer chenii or pectinatum subsp. taronense Tengchong, Yunn. - 2014.0608 



Acer campbellii - Datang, Tengchong, Yunn. - 2014.0608 0 



Acer campbellii - Datang, Tengchong, Yunn. - 2014.0608 0 



Acer davidii - Datang, Tengchong, Yunn. - 2014.0608  



Hydrangea acuminata - Datang, Tengchong, Yunn. - 2014.0608 



Hydrangea acuminata - Datang, Tengchong, Yunn. - 2014.0608 



Tetracentron sinense - Datang, Tengchong, Yunn. - 2014.0608  



Symplocos sp. - Datang, Tengchong, Yunn. - 2014.0608 



Brassaiopsis fatsioides - Datang, Tengchong, Yunn. - 2014.0608 



Brassaiopsis fatsioides - Datang, Tengchong, Yunn. - 2014.0608 









Galeola lindleyana - Datang, Tengchong, 2014.0608   



Galeola lindleyana - Datang, Tengchong, 2014.0608   



Cardiocrinum 
giganteum  
var. Yunnanense 
Datang, Yunnan 
 



 Lancang Jiang, (Mekong) on the way to Dali, Yunn - 2014.0609 002 

Over the Mekong to Dali and the Cangshan 



Google photo of cangshan 



 
 

One of the three pagodas of Dali 



Platycladus orientalis - Three Pagodas, Dali, Yunn - 2014.0609  



Platycladus orientalis - Three Pagodas, Dali, Yunn - 2014.0609  



Cangshan summit - 3900m, Dali, Yunn - 2014.0610 







Abies delavayi - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn - 2014.0610  











Rhododendron 
taliense - 
Cangshan 
summit 3900m, 
Dali, Yunn -  



Rhododendron taliense - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn -  



Rhododendron taliense - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn -  



Rhododendron taliense - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn -  



Rhododendron lacteum - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn 



Rhododendron lacteum - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn 







Rhododendron impeditum - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn - 



Rhododendron impeditum - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn - 



Rhododendron impeditum - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn - 



Sorbus  microphylla - Cangshan summit 3900m 



Sorbus  microphylla - Cangshan summit 3900m 
Sorbus  microphylla - Cangshan summit 3900m 



Megacarpaea delavayi -  Cangshan summit 3900m, - 2014.0610 



Megacarpaea delavayi -  Cangshan summit 3900m, - 2014.0610 



Omphalogramma delavayi - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn -  



Omphalogramma delavayi - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn -  



Omphalogramma delavayi - Cangshan summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn -  



Primula calliantha - 



Primula calliantha - 



Primula sikkimensis - Cangshan 
summit 3900m, Dali, Yunn  



Pegaeophyton scapiflorum - Cangshan summit 3900m, 



Bergenia purpurascens 



Over the Yangtze  
to the Zhongdian Plateau 





Zhongdian  plateau,   3300 m - 2014.0611  







Betula szechuanica, Zhongdian Plateau, Yunn 2014.0611 



Thermopsis barbata - Zhongdian - 2014.0611 



Euphorbia stracheyi - Stellera chamaejasme - 2014.0611  



Gentiana chungtienensis - Zhongdian - 2014.0611  
Lysimachia prolifera - Zhongdian - 2014.0611 



Euphorbia stracheyi - Stellera chamaejasme, Incarvillea zhongdianensis  - 2014.0611  



Incarvillea zhongdianensis (dwarf on dry meadow) - Zhongdian -  



Incarvillea zhongdianensis (dwarf on dry meadow) - Zhongdian -  



Rhododendron hippophaeoides - Zhongdian - 2014.0611  



Iris bulleyana - 



Iris barbatula - 



Stellera chamejasme  



Euphorbia jolkinii (syn. nematocypha) - Zhongdian  





 







Paraquilegia microphylla - 4400m,Shika Mountain,  



AGS  members in action (Dick, Barry,Phillip) - Shika Mountain 4300m, Zhongdian  



Rhododendron intricatum   
Shika Mountain, 4300m, 



Corydalis pachycentra - Shika Mountain 4300m, Zhongdian - 



Spongiocarpella nubigena (syn. Chesneya) -  



Primula chionantha subsp. sinopurpurea - Shika Mountain 4300m,  



Primula minor - Shika Mountain 4300m, Zhongdian -  



Primula amethystina -   - Shika Mountain, Zhongdian -  



Primula amethystina -   - Shika Mountain, Zhongdian -  



Diapensia purpurea - Shika Mountain 4300m, Zhongdian -  



Oxygraphis glacialis    -      Shika Mountain 4300m, Zhongdian -  





Rhododendron primuliflorum    
(Section Pogonanthum)  
4300m Shika Mt.,  Zhongdian   



Rhododendron primuliflorum    
(Section Pogonanthum)  
4300m Shika Mt.,  Zhongdian   







Rhododendron phaeochrysum - 
Shika Mountain 4200 m,  



Rhododendron phaeochrysum - 
Shika Mountain 4200 m,  



Rhododendron phaeochrysum - Shika Mountain 4200 m, Zhongdian  



Rhododendron phaeochrysum - Shika Mountain 4200 m, Zhongdian  















Meconopsis sulfurea 



Meconopsis sulfurea 



Meconopsis sulfurea 





Primula amethystina 



Primula orbicularis  

P. minor Primula deflexa 



Corydalis pachycentra -  



Abies delavayi var. forrestii 4075m -  



Abies delavayi var. forrestii 4075m -  



Abies delavayi var. forrestii - Shika Mountain, Zhongdian -  



Abies delavayi var. forrestii - Shika Mountain, Zhongdian -  





Juniperus chinensis 



Picea likiangensis (young cone) - Shika Mountain, 3900 0m,  



Larix potaninii  



Rhododendron roxieanum   



Rhododendron roxieanum   



Rhododendron rupicola  



Rhododendron rupicola  



Primula polyneura - Shika Mountain, Zhongdian -  



Megacodon stylophorus - Megacodon stylophorus  



Megacodon stylophorus - Megacodon stylophorus  



Daphne retusa aff., Primula polyneura -  



Daphne retusa aff., Primula polyneura -  



Oreorchis 
erythrochrysea 

Viola bifolia  



Deutzia calycosa  



Rhododendron vernicosum -  



Podophyllum hexandrum - 



Podophyllum hexandrum - 





Shika Mountain, Cable car 
Middle station 3750 m 



Rhododendron intricatum   



End of a great day on Shika Mountain ,  Zhongdian 





To Tianchi Lake  
13 June 2014, 4300 m 



Rhododendron impeditum aff. – Shika lake, Zhongdian  





Rhododendron rupicola, impeditum,nivale  



Rhododendron rupicola, impeditum,nivale  



Lilium souliei -        Tianchi lake, Zhongdian - 2014.0613  



Lilium souliei -        Tianchi lake, Zhongdian - 2014.0613  



Rheum alexandrae - Tianchi lake, Zhongdian - 2014.0613 267 



Rhododendron rupicola, Caltha scaposa- Tianchi lake, Zhongdian - 2014.0613  



Lonicera mitis - Tianchi lake,  



Primula secundiflora -  



Primula secundiflora -  



Primula sikkimensis always with secundiflora -  down from Tianchi lake 



Primula sikkimensis always with secundiflora -  down from Tianchi lake 





Nomocharis aperta - Tianchi lake, Zhongdian - 



Cypripedium guttatum  



Cypripedium guttatum  



Cypripedium flavum - Tianchi lake, Zhongdian -  



Cypripedium flavum - Tianchi lake, Zhongdian -  



Meconopsis zhongdianensis-  down from Tianchi Zhongdian  



Meconopsis zhongdianensis-  down from Tianchi Zhongdian  



 



14-15 June - over the Hongshan  
Gegonla pass 4600m, to the Cheese Factory near langdu 











Lodge at Meixian Cheese factory, 3650m, near Langdu - Hongshan - 2014.0615 



Watermill at Meixian Cheese factory,  3650m, near Langdu – North Yunnan - 2014.0615 



Rhododendron trichostomum -3200m out of Zhongdian, 



Rhododendron trichostomum -3200m out of Zhongdian, 



Rhododendron oreotrephes – 3800m Hongshan, from Zhongdian to Gogonla  



Rhododendron yunnanense - Hongshan, near Langdu cheese factory - 



Sorbus sp. (PROP.13209) - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn. -  



Sorbus sp. (PROP.13209) - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn. -  



Sorbus sp. (PROP.13209) - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn. -  



Juniperus chinensis – down to cheese factory Hongshan 4245m, Yunn.  



Juniperus chinensis - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn.  



Juniperus chinensis - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn.  



Juniperus chinensis - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn. –  
Mature (scale like) and juvenile (acicular) needles 



Rhododendron sp. (PROP.13210) - 4250m, down to cheese factory  



Rhododendron sp. (PROP.13210) - 4250m, down to cheese factory  

Probably  
R. phaeochrysum 



Rhododendron phaeochrysum  (Taliensia sect.) - Hongshan, Yunn. -  



Rhododendron phaeochrysum  (Taliensia sect.) - Hongshan, Yunn. -  



Rhododendron phaeochrysum  (Taliensia sect.) - Hongshan, Yunn. -  



Rhododendron rupicola var. chryseum - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn. -  



Rhododendron rupicola var. chryseum - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn. -  



Rhododendron rupicola var. chryseum - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn. -  



Rhododendron roxieanum Hongshan 4300m, Yunn. 



Rhododendron roxieanum Hongshan 4300m, Yunn. 



Rhododendron roxieanum Hongshan 4300m, Yunn. 



Primula boreiocalliantha - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn. -  



Primula boreiocalliantha - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn. -  



Primula boreiocalliantha - Hongshan 4245m, Yunn. -  



Primula nanobella -  4500m Hongshan 



Pedicularis roylei - Hongshan 4200m, 























Arenaria polytrichoides - Hongshan, Yunn.  



Corydalis melanochlora - 4500m Hongshan 





Corydalis benecincta aff - Hongshan, - 2014.0615  



Corydalis conspersa - Hongshan, Yunn. -  



Cremanthodium campanulatum - Hongshan, Yunn. -  



Cremanthodium decaisnei -  Hongshan, Yunn. -  



Meconopsis lancifolia - Hongshan 



Fritillaria delavayi - Hongshan 4400m,  



“All aboard “,  … Rushing  back to the cars 



Over the Beimashan (4500m)  to Deqen 
  16-17 June 2014 



Kawagebo, or Meilishu,  6700 m , in the background,  
3,5 km above the valley floor (Deqen) 















Larix potaninii  - 4500m - Beimashan, Yunn. -2014.0616  







Rhododendron phaeochrysum aff. - Beimashan Pass 4500m - 2014.0617  



Rhododendron rupicola var. chryseum, et R. impeditum   - Beimashan, 



Rhododendron saluenense (pink form)  - Beimashan, Yunn. -2014.0616  Rhododendron saluenense  et impeditum- Beimashan,  



Rhododendron saluenense (pink form)  - Beimashan, Yunn. -2014.0616  Rhododendron saluenense  et impeditum- Beimashan,  



Rhododendron saluenense  - 4500m Beimashan, Yunn. -2014.0616 



Rhododendron impeditum aff.  
and Primula chionantha var sinopurpurea, , Beimashan 4250m  



Primula calliantha  - Beimashan, Yunn. -2014.0616  



Primula dryadifolia aff. - Beimashan, Yunn. -2014.0616  



Primula nanobella  - Beimashan, Yunn. -2014.0616  



Primula zambalensis  - Beimashan, Yunn. -2014.0616  



Primula zambalensis (white var.)  



Lillium euxanthum - Beimashan east 4250 m - 



Lillium euxanthum - Beimashan east 4250 m - 



Paraquilegia microphylla  - Beimashan, -2014.0616  



Northern end of the Zhongdian plateau  
Napahai and Songtsam Monastery  18 June 2014 



Northern end of the Zhongdian plateau  
Napahai and Songtsam Monastery  18 June 2014 





Meconopsis prattii , Songtsam Botanical garden, Zhongdian 



Daphne calcicola - Songtsam Bot. Garden, Yunn -  



Acanthocalyx nepalensis var. delavayi - Songtsam Bot. Garden - 2014.0618  



Androsace bulleyana - Songtsam Bot. Garden, Yunn - 2014.0618 



Leontopodium dedekensii - Songtsam Bot. Garden, 2014.0618  



Euphorbia jolkinii - Songtsam Bot. Garden,  





Gentiana chungtienensis - Napahai top, Zhongdian, Yunn - 2014.0618 



Gentiana chungtienensis - Napahai top, Zhongdian, Yunn - 2014.0618 



Quercus sp. 2 (new growth) - Napahai top, Zhongdian 



Rhododendron vernicosum - Napahai top, Zhongdian, 



Rhododendron vernicosum - Napahai top, Zhongdian, 



Rhododendron yunnanense (new growth) - Napahai top, Zhongdian,  



Rhododendron yunnanense - Napahai top, Zhongdian,  



Cypripedium flavum - Napahai top, Zhongdian, 



Cypripedium plectrochillum - Napahai top, Zhongdian,  



Cypripedium tibeticum - Napahai top, Zhongdian, 



Cypripedium tibeticum - Napahai top, Zhongdian, 





The 

End 

Cypripedum yunnanense - Napahai top, Zhongdian,  - 2014.0618  


