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WHAT ARE  
ORNAMENTAL GRASSES? 

§ True grasses (Poaceae) 
 
§ Grass-like plants 

 
§ Grass look-alikes 

 
§ Lawns?   

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Poaceae (Gramineae);
Bamboos are included
such as sedges (Cyperaceae) and rushes Juncaceae)

Liriope and  Ophiopogon (Lily Turfs and Mondo Grasses); Hemerocallis (Daylilies); Phormium (New Zealand Flax); Yucca
Don’t include - Turfgrasses (lawn grasses)



TYPES 

 
Clumping grasses   
 

 
 
 

Running grasses   
 
 



Warm season grasses  
• start growing in spring 
• flourish in heat of summer 
• begin dormancy in fall 

 

Cool season grasses 
• grow in winter or early spring 
• thrive in cool, moist weather 
• begin dormancy in summer 

 
 

 



USES . . .  



SCREENING 



IN  MIXED SHRUB  &  
PERENNIAL  BEDS 



AS  GROUND  COVERS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blue oat grass & bulbous oat grass & ‘All Gold’



AS  SPECIMEN  PLANTS  & 
FOCAL POINTS 



IN CONTAINERS 



AS  WINTER  INTEREST 



PLANT HARDINESS ZONES 
 

• USDA 
 

• Sunset 
 

• American Horticulture Society heat zones 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USDA:  Average minimum winter temp.
AHD:  Average number of days over 86°



SITE CONSIDERATIONS 
 

•  Exposure 
 

•  Dry / wet areas 
 

•  Soil type 



WHAT'S  IN  A   
BOTANICAL  NAME? 

Echinacea purpurea 'Magnus' (Purple Coneflower) 
 
     
    (genus)      (species)    (cultivar)      (common name) 
             



PATENTED PLANTS 

•   PPAF (plant patent applied for) 
 

•   PP # (plant patent number)  



PLANTING & MAINTENANCE 



PLANTING 
 

• Best time:  Right now! 
 

• Pot size / spacing 
 
• Don't amend soil  
 
• Hole should be twice the diameter of 

container  
 

• Crown should be 1-2 inches above soil line 
 

• Add a layer of mulch & water thoroughly 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The best times for planting are the spring and fall months.  Weather conditions are typically moderate, enabling plants to avoid heat or cold stress while they are establishing new root systems
Dig a hole to depth about 2 inches less than that of the soil in the container.  Planting more deeply or in loose soil that can settle with time, causing the plant to be deeper than intended, may lead to future problems such as crown rot.
The width of the hole should be a minimum of twice the diameter of the container or root ball.  The wider the hole, the faster the roots will grow out of the root ball and into the surrounding soil.
Place the plants root ball so that it rests firmly on the un-dug bottom of the hole. Backfill around the root ball with the un-amended soil dug from the hole. 
Recent studies have shown that nothing is gained by amending the backfill with organic matter, fertilizer, vitamin b1 or other substances.  In fact the practice could be harmful.  It is much better and more efficient to use organic matter as mulch spread over the soil after planting.  More on mulch in a minute.  
Use the remaining soil dug from the hole; construct a water basin that is initially the same diameter as the root ball.  Gradually widen the basin as the plant becomes established.  Remove it completely after the first growing season.
After planting, add a layer of coarse organic material as mulch and irrigate thoroughly (flood the basin) to settle the soil.  Keep the mulch 3 inches away from the base area.  Water Management is critical for newly planted plants.  The original root ball must not be allowed to become completely dry for any extended period during the establishment of a woody plant.  Remember that, although the new plant may be large, its root volume still occupies a rather limited area.  Root balls of plants that were oversized in their container or slightly pot bound can dry out more quickly than the surrounding back filled soil. Until the roots grow out and become established in the parent soil, more frequent but lighter water may be needed.  As the plant becomes established, irrigations can become less frequent but deeper.



MULCHING 

• Decreases weeds 
 
• Helps retain moisture 
 
• Keeps plants cool in summer 
 
• Gives the garden a finished look 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Material you could use for mulch would be redwood mulch, pine bark chips, marble chips, pine needles, shred

ded bark mulch and cocoa bean husks, and commercial mulches that include organic materials. 
DON’T MULCH RIGHT UP TO CROWN.



WATERING 
 
§ Drip emitter irrigation vs. overhead sprinklers 
 
§ Soaker hoses 
 
§ In-line drip irrigation (Netafim) 

 
 
 
(Note:  Drought-tolerant grasses need water until established.)  
              

 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Drip irrigation is a system that delivers water only to the base of each plant and is best
Choices include 
Drip tubes of laser line, emitter-embedded line, t-tape and soaker hose 
Any of these will place the water where the plants' roots will benefit most, and keep water away from unplanted areas, off the foliage and flowers of surrounding plants. 
Drawbacks of drip irrigation
Hard water, excess minerals and salts can clog the lines
Fibrous roots can also plug emitters (using line with embedded emitters and a root-inhibiting product can sometimes solve the plugging problem.) 
Chewers, gophers, and pets 
People disturbing them
Impractical to water a big lawn or meadow so in this case might want to consider overhead sprinklers 
Large plantings of ornamental grasses or meadows can be irrigated with overhead watering system, similar to those traditionally used for lawns. 
Choices include 
Variety of separate movable sprinkler heads attached to a hose, 
Permanent underground system of PVC pipe with stationary retractable above-ground sprinklers controlled by a timer. 
Drawback of overhead watering 
Inevitable runoff and waste of water. 
Water can weigh down and bend grass stems and flowers. 
And too much water on the foliage of plants can cause rust
Both systems need to be check periodically for above problems.
For more information on drip and overhead watering systems out class will be July 19th.



FERTILIZING 

• Fertilizer labels:  N – P – K 
 
• Synthetic vs. organic 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Will cause floppy growth.  Best to use compost.
The first number on a bag of fertilizer is nitrogen,  so if the label on the bags says 10-5-5 means 10% nitrogen, 5% phosphate and 5% potassium. So you want a higher 1st number. 



CUTTING BACK 
§When? 
 
§ Exceptions 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Electric or handheld shears  Wear gloves blades of some grasses very sharp 
Cut back at the end of winter when the daffodils bloom 
not too short no lower than 4”
Semi evergreen (blue oat grass) prune off the brown tips and clean out the dead foliage by hand
Watch drip lines!



DIVIDING 

When clumps become overgrown or centers die out 
 

 
 



PHOTO  GALLERY 



Acorus gramineus 'Variegatus' 
(Variegated Sweet Flag) 



Andropogon gerardii 
(Big Bluestem, Turkeyfoot) 



Alopecurus pratensis 
'Aureus' 

(Yellow Foxtail Grass) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cool season.



Aristida purpurea  
(Purple Three-Awn) 
* California Native * 



Arrhenatherum elatius bulbosum 
'Variegatum' 

(Bulbous Oat Grass) 



Bamboo 



Bouteloua gracilis  
(Blue Grama, Mosquito Grass) 



Calamagrostis x acutiflora 'Karl Foerster' 
(Feather Reed Grass) 



Carex 'Ice Dance' 
(Sedge) 



Carex buchananii 
(Leatherleaf Sedge) 



Carex pansa 
(California Meadow Sedge) 

* California Native * 



Chasmanthium latifolium 
(Sea Oats) 



Deschampsia cespitosa 
(Hair Grass) 



Elymus magellanicus 
(Magellan Wheatgrass) 



Festuca glauca 'Elijah Blue' 
(Common Blue Fescue) 



Festuca idahoensis  
'Siskiyou Blue' 

(Fescue) 
* California Native * 



Hakonechloa macra  
'All Gold' 

(Japanese Forest Grass) 

Hakonechloa macra  
'Aureola' 

(Japanese Forest Grass) 



Helictotrichon sempervirens 
(Blue Oat Grass) 



Imperata cylindrica 'Rubra' 
(Japanese Blood Grass) 



Juncus effusus 
(Soft Rush) 



Juncus patens 
(California Gray Rush) 
 * California Native * 



Liriope muscari 'Variegata' 
(Big Blue Lily Turf) 



Milium effusum  
'Aureum' 

(Bowles' Golden Grass) 



Photo:  Blue Shield office complex, El Dorado Hills 

Miscanthus sp. 



Miscanthus sp. 
Photo:  Lotus Valley Nursery & Gardens 



Miscanthus sinensis 
'Gracillimus' 

(Eulalia, Japanese Silver Grass) 
 



Miscanthus sinensis 'Morning Light' 
(Eulalia, Japanese Silver Grass) 
 



Miscanthus sinensis 'Variegatus'  
(Eulalia, Japanese Silver Grass) 
 



Miscanthus sinensis var. condensatus 'Cosmopolitan' 
                (Maiden Grass, Japanese Silver Grass) 



Miscanthus x 'Giganteus' 
(Giant Silver Grass) 



Molinia caerulea 
(Moor Grass) 



Muhlenbergia capillaris 
(Pink Muhly) 



Muhlenbergia rigens (Deer Grass) 
* California Native * 

Photo:  Memorial garden at Hwy. 50 off ramp & Schnell School Road, Placerville 



Ophiopogon japonica 
(Mondo Grass) 

Ophiopogon planiscapus  
'Nigrescens' 

(Black Mondo Grass) 



Panicum virgatum 'Shenandoah' 
(Switch Grass) 



Pennisetum orientale 
(Fountain Grass) 

Photo:  All Star Rents on Placerville Drive, Placerville 



Pennisetum setaceum 
'Rubrum' 

(Purple Fountain Grass) 



Phalaris arundinacea picta  
(Ribbon Grass, Gardener's Garters) 



Sesleria autumnalis 
(Autumn Moor Grass) 



Schizachyrium scoparium  
(Little Bluestem) 

 



Stipa gigantea 
(Giant Feather Grass) 



Stipa tenuissima 
(Mexican Feather Grass) 
 



Demonstration Garden:  October 12, 2013 





Thank you so much for attending 

Happy Gardening! 
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