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Dr. David Creech 



Who is this guy? 

• Former horticulturist at Kanapaha Botanial
Gardens, Gainesville FL

• Managed Forest Pathology and Forest Entomology 
labs at University of Florida

• Former co-owner of Xenoflora LLC (rare plant mail-
order nursery)

• Current Director of Peckerwood Garden, 
Hempstead, Texas



Tree Diversity in Landscapes



Advantages of diverse tree assemblages

• Include many plant families attracts biodiversity (pollinators, predators, 
etc) that all together reduce pest problems

• Diversity means loss is minimal if a new disease targets a particular genus. 
• Generate excitement and improve aesthetics
• Use of locally adapted forms over mainstream selections from distant 

locations 
• Adaptations for specific conditions (salt, alkalinity, etc)
• If mass plantings are necessary, use seed grown plants for genetic diversity 

rather than clonally propagated selections



Disadvantages of diverse tree assmeblages

• Hard to find among the standard issue trees available locally
• Hard to convince nurseries to try something new
• Initial trialing of new material, many failures among the winners
• A disadvantage in some cases – non-native counterparts may be 

superior to natives. 



Diseases: 

• Dutch Elm Disease (Ulmus americana)
• Emerald Ash Borer (Fraxinus spp.)
• Laurel Wilt (Persea, Sassafras, Lindera, etc)
• Crepe Myrtle Bark Scale (Lagerstroemia spp.)
• Next? 



Quercus virginiana



Quercus fusiformis











Quercus fusiformis
Weeping form



Quercus virginiana 
‘Grandview Gold’







Quercus nigra
Variegated 



Quercus tarahumara





Quercus crassifolia





Quercus sp. San Carlos Mtns









Quercus tarahumara







Quercus laeta





Quercus polymorpha





Quercus germana



There is one in 
the auction!



Quercus rysophylla







Quercus sinuata var. sinuata





Quercus imbricaria (southern forms)



Quercus glauca





Quercus acutus



Quercus schottkyana



Quercus marlipoensis



Lithocarpus edulis 
‘Starburst’



Lithocarpus henryi



Lithocarpus
kawakamii



Platanus rzedowski
incorrectly offered as P. mexicana
No true P. mexicana in cultivation!!!!!!







Ulmus alata ‘Lace Parasol’



Sapindus sp. 



Amelanchier denticulata
Evergreen Mexican Serviceberry

There is one 
in the silent 

auction from 
me



Prunus x ‘Purple Pride’
Chance purple seedling of native Prunus angustifolia ‘Guthrie’ x ????

There is one from Dr. Creech in the auction! 



Acer grandidentatum (Mexican 
provenance)









Acer skutchii

Acer binzayedii



Mahonia chochoca









Pterocarya stenoptera



Bischofia polycarpa







Celtis choseniana



Celtis julianae



Celtis sinensis
‘Green Cascade’





Populus deltoides
‘Purple Tower’ 
(aka ‘Fuego’)



Populus monticola



Cinnamomum chekiangense



“You can kiss your 
ash goodbye”



Fraxinus cuspidata



Fraxinus greggii



Fraxinus greggii var. nummularia

Fraxinus greggii var. greggii



Fraxinus sp. 
from Hildago, Mexico



Platycladus orientalis
Filiformis Pendula Complex



Cunninghamia
konishii ‘ABG Blue’



Cunninghamia
konishii ‘ABG Blue’



Cunninghami konishii (Bilyu Sacred Tree, 
Taiwan)



Cupressus arizonica



Cupressus
arizonica
‘Sulphurea’



C. arizonica ‘Chapparal’ and 
‘Limelight’



Cupressus arizonica
‘Raywood Weeping’





Cupressus chengiana





Fokienia
(Chamaecypari
s) hodginsii





Platycladus orientalis
‘Filifera Pendula’ complex



Platycladus orientalis



Cupressus x ovensii
(C. nootkatensis x 
C. lusitanica)



Taiwania
cryptomerioides







Taxodium



Taxodium distichum
‘Cascade Falls’





Taxodium distichum
‘Twisted Logic’



Taxodium mucronatum ‘Sentido’



Taxodium ‘Dongfengshan’



Taxodium disthichum
‘Jim’s Little Guy’

Be sure to bid tons of 
money for the plant I 

provided for the auction



Creech’s collaborator, Professor Yin Yunlong, Nanjing Botanical Garden



The Kneeless Bald Cypresses of China 

T406





Ninghai China





PRIMARILY A TAXODIUM NURSERY – LARGE B&B TO . . . 



406
405



Metasequoia glyptostroboides





Metasequoia glyptostroboides ‘Silhouette’



Podocarpus macrophyllus ‘Okina’



P. macrophyllus
‘Sunshine Spire’
(there is one in the
auction!)



P. macrophyllus
‘Aureus’ and  
‘Golden Crown’



Podocarpus macrophyllus
‘Royal Flush’ aka ‘Akame’

There’s one in the auction!



P. macrophyllus ‘Kanapaha Red’



P. macrophyllus at Avery Island, LA



Podocarpus fasciculus



Podocarpus nakaii



Podocarpus matudae





Pinus krempfii



Keteleeria davidiana



Keteleeria davidiana







Keteleeria fortunei



Keteleeria evelyniana



Keteleeria sp. ‘Bartlett Blue’



Cathaya agryrophylla



Amentotaxus formosana



Amentotaxus
hatuyensis



Amentotaxus cathayensis



Thanks!

Come see us at Peckerwood Garden
Hempstead TX (Just northwest of 

Houston)

Adam Black
Director of Horticulture

adam@peckerwoodgarden.org
www.peckerwoodgarden.org

mailto:adam@peckerwoodgarden.org
http://www.peckerwoodgarden.org/
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