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TAXONOMY 
Plant Family 
Scientific Name Rubiaceae 
Common Name Madder 
Species Scientific Name 
Scientific Name  Galium ambiguum W. Wight 
Varieties var. ambiguum, var. siskiyouense Ferris 
Sub-species  ssp. ambiguum, ssp. siskiyouense (Ferris) Dempster & Stebbins 
Cultivar  
Common 

Synonym(s)  
 

Common Name(s) Yolla Bolly Bedstraw, Siskiyou Bedstraw 
Species Code (as 

per USDA Plants 
database) 

GAAM2 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical 

range  

 
Ecological 

distribution  
Often found in well-drained prairies. Can be found on recently 
disturbed sites, such as those touched by fire (Calflora 2019) 



Climate and 
elevation range 

Shade and low water tolerant. 
260-5710ft. (Calflora 2019) 

Local habitat and 
abundance  

Commonly occurs in Yellow Pine and Red Fir forests (Calflora 2019) 

Plant strategy type 
/successional 
stage 

Stress-tolerator 

Plant 
characteristics  

Forb/herb, dicot, perennial (USDA Plants) 
Flowers through June and July, growing season of 3-6 months, 
hardiness zone of 8a-9a, intolerant of salty soil (Calflora 2019) 
  

PROPAGATION DETAILS  (Butler 2001) 
Ecotype  Colorado, Long's Peak Parking Lot (98-043s) 
Propagation Goal  Seeds 
Propagation 

Method  
Seed 

Product Type  Propagules (seeds, cuttings, poles, etc.) 
Stock Type Bareroot stock 
Time to Grow  Minimum of 2 months. 
Target 

Specifications  
Flowers and creates viable seed. 

Propagule 
Collection 
Instructions  

Seeds collected on 10/7/98. 

Propagule 
Processing/ 
Propagule 
Characteristics  

Low percentage of germination.  

Pre-Planting 
Propagule 
Treatments  

Seeds separated by crushing seed head. 
 

Growing Area 
Preparation / 
Annual Practices 
for Perennial 
Crops  

Propagated in greenhouse at 65-70F during the day/55F at night under 
a tent with misters set for 8 am and 8 pm, with 10 sec/15 min watering 
intervals.  
 

Establishment 
Phase Details  

Time to potting: 1 month. One week after germination, seedlings were 
moved to mister area without tent. Germinated in Fafard Germinating 
Mix (superfine) in a 4x8 flat.  

Length of 
Establishment 
Phase 

13 days.  

Active Growth 
Phase  

Transferred to Fafard Growing Mix 2. 

Length of Active 
Growth Phase  

1 month 



Hardening Phase  Move to outdoor space to allow for pollinators to have access to 
flowers.  

Length of 
Hardening Phase  

Minimum of 2 weeks.  

Harvesting, 
Storage and 
Shipping  

Seed stored in the greenhouse with minimal care. Perhaps, seeds should 
be stored in cooler less humid spaces to increase germination.  
 

Length of Storage  Unspecified. 
Guidelines for 

Outplanting / 
Performance on 
Typical Sites  

Unspecified. However, I would postulate that success would be rather 
positive as it is quite hardy and a stress-tolerator.  
 

Other Comments  Difficult to obtain commercially, seeds must most always be field 
collected (California 2019) 
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