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The ~nenlion made in the June 1996 Newsletter that Calder Chaffey had agreed to rewrite 
the manuscript and act as writer / editor of tlie long talked about Fern Book, has evoked 
some interest. Most n~enibers who have ~uade their views known, eypressed pleasure at 
[lie news that the book might yet be published. A few have also aired their impatience. 
These members indicated they would like to help provide information and slides for 
possible inclusion in the book but need to know exactly what is required. 

At this stage it is still unclear what will be required. Calder has already prepared a good 
deal of material for Part I of the book. This comprises general material about ferns and 
about growing ferns and is expected to be illustrated with suitable photographs and such 
things as potting mixes, fern houses, etc. Calder has also prepared a proposed format for 
Part 2 which deals with each family, genus and species of Australian ferns. 

Calder has done all his work in between a series of holidays and he is currently enjoying a 
trip anlong the West Australian flora. He is due home in early September and a meeting 
has been tentatively arranged between Calder, Gordon Brooks.(Chairman of SGAP- 
Publishing Committee) and prospective publisher, Kangaroo Press. In recent discussions, 
Kangaroo Press expressed pieasure tilai an appropriately equipped pelson lias takeii 
charge of the project. They have been keen for us to proceed with the book, they liked the 
material but said that to be viable the various sections should be rewritten in a consistent 
,manner and the contents expanded. 

What hasn't been agreed yet, is the extent of the proposed expansion of the books 
contents, Calder has estimated that a canlprehensive treatment of all species and 
supported by photograjjhs would run to two volumes. Kangaroo Press have asked to be 
shown what can be fitted into one volume up to 500 pages - something like the book they 
published for SGAP 'Wative Plants of the Sydney District" by Fairley & Moore. 

So at this stage, we cannot be prescriptive about the support needed from members. 
However, it is apparent that the book will include a reasonably in-depth coverage of all 
Australian species that are well known in cultivation. Tliat would mean around 100 ferns. 
So h due course, Calder will be seeking help with idormation and slides for at least 100 
species - any of species in general cultivation, other than Blechnum, Drynaria and 
Platyceru~ll species for which material is already in band.. Calder's address in "Redfox", 
13 Acacia Street, Wollongbar, 2477.1 am sure he would like to hear from you. 



FERNS 1N GARDEN DESIGN 

Conlilluirig on fiom the March 1996 Newsletter, the following are filrther ferns considered 
valuable in garden design. 

This is a large fcrn and ~lesds room to spre~d. I-Iowever for a big garden or platited wliere 
[liere is space, C~loclllaena dubia (Tormesly Culciia dubia), lias i t  all - hardy, lolerates the 
poorest of soils, recluires practically no nlaintenance and is  very attractive. It is native to 
Queensland, NSW, Victoria and Tasmania. 

I?ot'~n: I J p r i ~ h t  and can fort11 Izsge colonies spreading by means of underground rhizome. 
Its lacy, much divided fronds are a distinctive yellow green. 

Size: 1.5111. ancl can be taller in sheltered positions. 
Soil Type: Not fussy although at its best when grown in a reasonably loamy soil. 
Asvect: Will withstand a good deal of sun if grown away from hot winds. 
Watering: Tolerates relatively dry conditions but will benefit from periodic soaking. 

Cbrislciln den b l a  

Occurs in all mainland States. TuRed fern with a very short creeping rhizome forming 
tussocks. This is a quick growing tough fern, very easily propagated from spore or divided 
and transplanted. However, Inore so than most other ferns, Christella dentata requires old 
fronds to be rernoved regularly to maintain neat appearance. 

Forni: Erect tufted fern with darksgreen, bipinnatifid fronds. 
Size: Up 90 cm tall. 
Soil Type: Will grow in almost any soil. I 

I .  

As= Very hardy but better with some protection from sun and strong winds. 
Warering: Once established will withstand dry conditions. 

This is probably the most common tree fern in the Eastern mainland States and one of the . 

tallest. Stipe bases are covered by s~nall rounded nodules - tubercles. Stipes are persistent 
on the upper trunk. At the base the trunk can be more than I m wide in diameter. Cvathea 
australis occurs in Queensland, NSW, Victoria and Tasmania. 

Form: A tall tree fern with broad, green, much divided fronds and persistent stipes, the 
bases of which are covered by glossy brown scales. 

Size: Up to 12m. - 
Soil Type: Adapts to a wide range of condition but best in a loamy, acid soil. 
Aspect: Will tolerate a good deal of sun if kept reasonably moist and protected from 

desiccating winds. 
Watering: Appreciates periodic good, deep soaking. 



In nature, Cvatliea coopc~.i occurs in Queensland'and NSW. There are several different 
forms sold but all have the distinctive oval scars left on the upper trunk after shedding 
fionds. Cyathea COOWCI.~ is inclined to be frost tender until properly established when it 
beconles hardy in the exireme. It  will withstand full sun if protected from hot winds and 
given some n~oisture. This is a very fast growing fern, it propagates readily from spore and 
especially in warmer areas, should not be planted adjacent to natural bushland where it can . 
becotne a weed. 

For~n: A tall tree fern with slim clean trunk topped by mid-green lacy fronds. 
Size: Up to 12n1. 
Soil Type. Adapis to most soils if mulched :G preserve mcisture. 
Asvect: Will tolerate full sun if protected from desiccating winds. 
water it^^: Seldom necessary once established. 

Parrtllin nyxirialn 
- .-a I - - - 

This is the nlost widespread Australian species of the popular Hares Foot genus. It is 
found in Queensland, NSW and to a lesser extent in Victoria, usually on tree trunks or 
growing in rock crevices. Davallia pvxidata is hardy and easily propagated from pieces of 
its long creeping, often erect, surface rhizome. Fronds are broad, finely divided and . 

somewhat leathery especially in exposed positions but are softer and paler when sheltered 
and kept moist. It makes an attractive display when grown in a large hanging basket, 
sonleti~ries covering the entire basket.. 

Fonn: Epiphytic or rupestral has a long creeping rhizome. Large, bright green, three or 
four pinnate fronds. 

Size: Up to 80 cni tall. , 
Soil Type: Grow on a log. or rock in co~nposted leaf litter or in a basket in a coarse well 

drained mixture. 
Aspect: Hardy if g i ~ c i ~  g o ~ d  d!-ai:~;:gc and planted in a fair!y protected position. -- 
Water: In a protected position, only requires watering in the driest of periods. 

Distribution Queensland, NSW, Victoria and Norfolk Island. Rhizome creeping and much 
branched. Fronds are erect but tend to droop near the tips. It is a soft delicate looking fern. 
with finely divided fronds but is tenacious and will spread quickly to nearby gardens if not 
restrained. In some areas, at times it may suffer damage from caterpillars. 
Form: Large lacy fronds borne erect on long stiff, reddish brown stipes. 
Size: Up to 1.5 111 in favourable conditions, but usually around 1 m. 
Soil Type: Will grow in most soils if well mulched. 
Aspect: Very hardy but best in a cool area with some protection from sun and wind. 
Watering: Very l~ardy but appearatice improved when given occasional good soaking. 



Probably the most popular tree fern in cultivation, many of which have come from the 
bush, a reflection on the ease with which it may be transplanted. It makes a great tub plant 
but fronds require plenty of room. The dark green (paler under), oblong shaped fronds are , 

a notable sight as they emerge in a flush of new growth. From Queensland, NSW, Victoria 
and Tasmania. Although large, it is one of the most suitable tree ferns for growing in a pot 
adapting well to the restricted space for its root system. 

Form: A popular tree fern distinguished by its large fibrous trunk, and huge spreading 
crown of fronds. The stipes are smooth but at the base are covered with 
brownish hairs.. 

Size: Up to 12m tall. 
Soil Type: Will tolerate a range o f  soils given adequate moisturc and mulching.. 
As= Requires a cool moist protected position - 
Waterin*: Keep well watered especially in hot weather. 



MID- NORTH COAST FERN STUDY OUTING 
JUNE 1996 

P: Papinbarra 
W. R.: Wilson's River 

Blechnum camfieldii 

1:- ("J I,- C3 L, r. ~ l ~ \ C i r l q  013 1st ar1c1 2nd J\.\ne, 195'6 . o u r  , ~ I - O L \ P  went t ~ )  
I:"e(,p:Lr'lbar-r-a F i e l d  ti*tuc:ly [:en.tre and .the Wil.son Ri ,vsr ,  bo th  of 
wh:irh alr.t:! abuu,t r:)na i3nr.l a t8~a:L.F t . ,u~\ rs  d l - ive  nl21-th wa~rt o f  
Wa~.\ch~3~:)e. 

0.. 

I !'l@*.e P s i  i)l"ll f :  i can't rlumbev. of f ell-ns in ancj alt-our)d the  
c :L e ifi @(:I a lP e a w t, I:::' app:i nbat-I-a I z i  e l r l  St\.\dy C e r ~ t r e .  017 :L a r g e  r e d  
vc(:it31f" tree!; bo't:h P l  atyrer- j ,  urn b i  -l:urc:atum and P. eupelpbum g r D w  and 
!:;c) rjr:) !',ea:lthy, ~ ; . t . . v . r~ r~g  clump!n 0.f F:ly~-uo si can.1: :1 usn!a ancl a nurnber 
a,f: c~~~-c l . - t id  :;gec:ier;. 

On 't:,he m s r g i n  o f  -kf,le fulPt?%t and neav- a former o r c h a r d ,  l a r g e  
" .  area!% o.f Idypl:)l .pi !s 81 anclul :i sf elr-e grew. I hey appear t o  b e  31 owi ng 

(:lawn t h e  rcr)er'lekal::i.r,n o.1: .fc,~-ent ovel- .f:wlvr~~rzl1- c l e a r e d  l a n d .  



Ivlo!s.t (TI: .I:lre tlrac:I:c; i n  t h e  area  f c ) l l . u w  .the cr-eel..; and t h e  main 
't 1''' i3 c: 1.: c t"' C:) !is !i; e !n; :i. 'k ,I: j, v e '1: i m e .; . El e c: a u 5; e (3.1: 11- e c c; l.1 t.1 e a v y 1- ~4 i r~ , r1) a 5 t: 
o,f: klre ~ite1:)pirrg .;turret; were \.\ncleu. ~.ria'te~*- wt,r:ich rnsa13t we brad tu 
wad(;$ a!::u"clc;.;. "Ilrr. ~ a * t e r . ~  war; absol, u t s l  y .Freezit-rg. 

I.-.ac;tr-aof~ a i  !s r r r i  c::rc:)sor-a qrew ur,rder r -a i  n.f.c)ree.ts. Where t h e r  a 
wa!ie a I::) i. t cno~~-(+? 1 li. gl.~,l: I... . cj ec u,npc:rcii i .I: a qr- ew . Alp t Rr- CIF:,~ el1- i .; b r ~ c  k 1 el- i , 
A,, t@ne:L 3. a i ~ r ~ c l  Ix't.ryrna~twc;o~p~~!a sc:arrder~!$ ec~~.acnb:L ecl rJvelF' E+WIIIB . t r ees  
r I i r I I k) ,, X I  c) c:) c:l j. a a f; 1::) E.? r' i:A ;:I rr d I:) . c a I.\ d at ;a w elr e seen b u .t: t: l r  e y we r a 
rrot:, e:::lc)c.:;e tage.k.I.,rer arlcl tt,\erc; w t ? ~ ~ ~ ?  rro hybr'Id!s. 

C\!ii;(::)ler,i:i.i~rn ai.~r;.l:r'alasic,~\rn was p r e s e n t  most1.y hl.i3I.l un t r e e s  but 
scxne were :low dowrl and c)r,l f a1 :l en 'treec;. One :l arge p:l a n t  appeared 
.kc3 bc? : i .~r . t :~rr~rr~j : i .ate betweartr A. auskr-ala!sj,c:i~rn and A. ~ r i i  'The 
,f:a:i~~.:l.y nii\~~-ruw .f:~~'c~rr~I.i I.IBc:~ a 1(:)17q.) ':)rarrc)w k)asi\:l pal1*-t t u r n i r r g  i r i  aut 
'k I", t2 1:) i::\!ise . H y~3ur.r g p l arr .L i.\rr d elp j. t: 11 61\cj .k 1.1 C2 :?.;ic\rr\E 4: or- m . I .I.: SjeerIjS 
.tlra.k wt8rar,r f i .  a\.\~;tr'.al c ~ ! i i i  [:urn :i c gr-own I r l  shade it, -t:ad:a!8 u1-r harrnani i 
c:l.~ri:~r.'ac:.ter-j.!i;~I:J,c:ii. (4. I.~c:\~~-menii war; no t  p~~-e.;er~r't in t h e  area. 

' l h a t  everr:lnq we? dec:idecl WE.! vwo\.~lc:l gc:, -tu ' the W:Llrr;un F:4lver t h e  
r,r e:.: .I.. c:l y c; ,t I )  (;:! on 1, y (3 ,t 1.1 e 11- w a :I. I.: 5; n t I-:' a 1 . ~  p i n b a r- r'. a I, i I: e :L y t o b e lr i r h 
irr .1:.celr.r.r~i; wev-(2 tseyclrrcl wl-rer"~! we harl a l ~ ~ e a c l y  wa:lI::ecl. 5't1i!zi nreant 
,f: 1. ve f r - ~ t . ? r  i ng c:lJ"ec?k ( : ~ ~ c ~ s i . j c j j .  119s y ~ i  rig al-rd t h e  sarne .f. i ve eomi ng 
1:) i3 C: I.< 8 ,  

I r ' r  t l re  rrror'r'rj.rrg wa dr-ove - ta  Wi laun IYiver. "Ihr. main walk , i n  
,t:h:is b(:!ai.\.t:i~f:\.~:L iaIJUei:l i e i  t~ i3 ~ ~ C e ~ ~ . f . i ~ : l : l .  " I t l i ~  W W B  V B ~ Y  c ; P B c ' ~ ~ c I - \ ~ I ~ ~  
w:i:tI.l ;A lot: of  w~:\l::er- guirrg over  it:. A3.c~ng t h e  .t~-a(::C: .kc:, j . t  Cyathea 
;le:ichalr'c:ltii~na wa!s p : l , ~ n t i . f ~ ~ : l  i117c:I surne were ve ry  'ta:l:l and s lender ,  
C\J.:l. ,klrc pl.arr.I.:(.:s cl.o!i;e er'ru~rqI.1 - to  loul:  at: lracl p a l e  C C : , ~ ~ ~ L \ I " E ? ~  s ~ a l e s ,  
i.~rr:b:il.:e ,tltru!se t h e  Bor'cler- li'ar-)qua wh:ict'l wsl-e ~ ~ r c l t l i ! a l , ~  bll-uwn an ' 
rnarsry a.1: t h e  1::)l.arrtc;. We saw at-rly ' t w w  Cyatt.rsa aac\c;t:u';~l.ies though 
rrrl~r-e ware p~~asierr.l:: I~ : ig l re~-  up (an 'the l-i:ll:L. 

,. . 
II.re 1:uu"rrr c1.f Rl.ac:l-r~r~.\m i:i~m-f::ieldi:i t h a t  graws besiale !at:rFeame 

w;:~!z p~*-c;!!iri;er.r,l: near" .(;Ire r- iver-  where j.1; gut: p l e n t y  a.1: 1iqh.t .  

1.4 y 1:~ e:) l a I::, :i 5 rn 1.1 e :L :L e lP :i (3 r- L=? w b BE; :I. d e t l.7 e p ar- I,:: :i n g 21 I- e a . "I'h :l s :i s 
wrnro.l-.l.~er- far-rr -I:.lrat :I.iC:e!a; pl.ar13ty o.1: l.iq17.l:. 

. .. (:)rrI.y a .FEW ladea lsarbalra weice !seer) i\r8rd 'tl-ley had 17u.L: 

devr:L aped tIp'\.\Y\l~::.~i~ 11") clu.er7~ where *lnt~ey du, f :l l rny .f err~.i and 
.. " 
Irn(;~oil::)'teris; axl:t:er'r a r e  p~~-e~.;c?r~'t. 

AI-tkrr-ap.tar-j. E: t38(::1..;1 er - i  CJI'E?W el. ~ 3 s ~  t c ~  t h e  CJI~CJLIIICJ W ~ I  X ar -qe  
,.. .t !a (:),I: -kre+25. :[rr EIIJII~F:? ~ X , ~ ( : P B )  i t  wag; m:i:-:sr:l w:L.tl'r A.  tene1:la. fl,, 

l : :)~(::kl(+?~~-i made s;mal.l. .1:1~urrclcs s::cept wl~err i t .  c l i m b e d  t r e e s  when i t  
rn;~r:le :l alrger anesa. :I h a v ~  nevelr- !;een :i .1: pr-uducs .F er--t :i 1 e -I:rondc; . 

e>:c:al:~'l:: on l : l ~ c ?   large^^ -I:r-oncl~; ~ J . . ~ c J  i t  is t l iJ : - f : ic~\1t :  ~ C I  je-t: ,them t o  do 
t:Ii:i!?i : i rvr  ~:~1:1t:ivc\.~:i13rr .t(.rc)~\qt'~ 'they a r e  easy t o  glruw i - f  -they a r e  kept 
i n  61 ter-rar-iurrr or- r..\nclell- a b o t t l e  urI.t:i l t t ley  rnalsa 1 7 ~ 5 ~  I#-outs. 



MID-NORTH COAST FERN STUDY 
OUTING '110 C E N T M L  COAST. 25-26 MARCH 1996 

M : Muir's Lookout & Wishing Well - 
S : Somersby Falls - 
G : Girrakool - 

.+...,...-.+-..*-.-..,.-.. 

Adiantum formosum --.------ X 
LAdiantum hispidulum I x l x b q  
Adiantum silvaticum ...... l . . L I 1 . l . . . . U C r . . . .  ...,..- -311-- 

Arthropteris beckleri 
Arthropteris .... tenella .......*. 3-*-. .I".- r r . . u y - U U U U U U . U  

Asplerlium australasicum . 

Aspknfum ..... flab~ltifolium- ...... *....... .*" ..*..l.......l .... .- 
Blechnum ambiguum -- - 
Blechnum camfieldii ....--..- 
Blechnum cartilaqineum - 
Blechnum gregsonii ...... . ........ " ..-..-... "" ."... .. ".-...-" ""-.- 
Blechnum nudum 
Blechnum patersonii ... - . - - . 
Elnrhnun? watte!i 

Cyathea leichhardtiana X 
Davallia _i jxidats ---- ---....-. ....... 

A most pleasant and interesting outing 'down south', with scenic locations and several fern 
species we don't usually come across. Many thanks to Bea and Roy for efficient organisation. 
and warm hospitality. 

Diplazium australe 
Doodia aspera ...-.-- X 

X 

Doodia caudata 
Gleich'enia dicarpa 

.r + ..-.--..---,,- ,"- 

Gleichenia micro~hvlla 

X 
X *-. 
X 

X 
.- 

, X  
X 



l . 1 ~ 1 ~ ~  C J T ' ( ~ L I ( ~  v is : l tec l  t h e  Cent,ra:L 6:c)a~it .Fnr t h e  ~ e ~ a r r d  t i m e  but 
we v i s i t e d  di.f.f:erer1.t area!; t o  l a  e l .  5 . -  .time. FZilrsk we werrt t u  .the 
W i  i=l-r: i rrg We:[ :I Wa:L k 1 r~ ,t.he Wa,tt.agarr ll(3un.iai n s  ancl then  t.u I lui r I' 5 
L.ooCtou.t: . 

'The Wir~l r ing WfzJ.1. Wall:: wag3 a11 j , r l t e r e ~ j t i r l y  urre. We saw a l l  5 
c.),f: IJ8W Cldf ankldin ssper:ief; g ~ ~ a w i n g  a t  vz\riu~.\s . p l a c ~  a: l l~nq  t h e  walk, 
eac:lr pvaae.f:er-r-inq i~ s;:l.iql.r't:l.y cJj:F.1:er-t;r~.t h s b i n t a t .  C. \ r - th~~ar~. ter is  
't:sr,re:l l iA ar~cl n. beck:ler-j, qrsw i n  tbra 1.-ai rr.Fcwe!et 5ert: i  orrc; ui: t h e  -- 
wz1l.k. F::'o:l.y!istlc:h~~rn ar,.1%.Er"alie175e wa!; prMr;ser.rt. "['his specier:5 is 
velpay pl. errt:i .f~.ll, ort the Cientral  duast b u t  seems Ireare c~ absent on 
thr. I\lorUtlr I':c:)ar;.l.:. W1.d recur-dts have beerr r-ecor'dsd +ruin . there  hut 
uiir' i ~ r e i i r t ) ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ! ~ ;  (..ravr~:? never s ~ e r r  i -t . 

A,l:t:er- . t h i s  w a l k  we cjrl-ove t c ~  Muir-':a Luokuut arrd . t r i e d  t o  p i c k  
ur.\.t :l c\r\cln\ar' 1::s WE! c w : l  d SEX?. 

. .. 
l l re  rre:-:t clay w e  went. .Isu Sc~iner-!;by 12al 1s. Arr abul?darrce 04: 

,f:er-n!li IJI~'E.JW thc?re. B:Lechnum ~nblguum was easy t a  :id&n't:L.Fy as i t  
hiid .ferM"i:j.:l.e .F~~t::)r.\dss.' 'l'l-)e~;@ a r e  E \ ~ J C ~ U ~ :  1./3 t h e  wj .d t t~  0 . F  the bal-ren 

C1rr clP*cos.ji ng t h e  r r e ~ i : '  we -I:u~lnd El sct?rr~.rin gv'egsbn:l i . T h i s  w a B  
eiicsy k c )  ~~-ec:c~gl-r i~e 6 3 ~  i t s  p in~- ras  a r c  7-arrd rrlora pc~ir'rtecl than 
t:.hasn o.F it!':; ral. a t i v ~ c ;  A. ,arntli gt,~um anrl B. w a ' t t ~ : l i .  In a d d i t i o n  - .  
t:.a .tlr:i. !iii .f:alf-.t J. l e f 11-wndss wer-c p r ~ s u n t .  "I-l.iese a re  a1 mc3c;t as; w i  de as 

Rec::c?rrtl.y :L lreve .f:c~l.rncj 8k171.1.; %pecj.as a t  Cal -~~- j . r~gtur~ I y a l l s  8 W  uf 
J l I dga:i n I recogrr i  ze(:l i t  by tl-re f:13:1 cat@ pu:i r i n t ~ c l  p innae  
ar,rcl . f~?~~"' t i . l ,c? .1:1~.~or.rd4's wfwe pr-orean.t ~ 1 , s ; ~ .  I afvr c;erardir?g speczirrier'rs of  
,kh:L!;i -flP-c:)rn b a t h  loc:;~:L:it:ls!e .kc:, tl'rc; N8W I\lwt::lana:l t-lerbaricrrrr as i t  
i~ar-iner:l.y wa!% Crnown o n l y  4:r-oin (3 4:ew 1wc&\l.it:is.; i r r  t h e  upper El1i.re 
Iv1c~i.rn.t ad. I-,.;. 

1 a 1 :  I i c t~ i zaea  rr.rps!a.t,r.*i$; !and Rleczhr~ui~r wint:)iyr..r~.rrn aga:lri were 
~r-ese~..r.t:: g. afnbj.gi.rr~\m j . 5  arrother sands.tone .ferl-r. I t  gr-uwsj .froin 
th:i!e alr*ea t.1:) .tl-re Sydney sand!atone arrd B l ~ r e  M u ~ r n t a l n ~  ancl . there 
al,~;r:, ar-e pol:~ulatianl. j  o.1: i t  i 3 . t  (Slc?rrr~;aglr and , the Blackduwrr 
"l"i3b:l el arrc.1 1 n Cen.t:ra:L Uueerrsl al~rrl. 

Rrr r..rr~e:.:pert.ed f i r l d  i r l  th:i!% arela was a pa'tc:h c3f Blechrrum 
cam.f::i. e:l, clj. j. rlealp t h e  eleneel.;. 'Il-r1 re nur-mnl l y CJI"OWG i r ' r  l o w  1 y i  ng - - 
%warnpy cG.\rr.kry rreer- t h e  sea b~r . t  on arr e a r l  i e r  .tlFi p we +e~rrrd i t  
near- .[:ire t o p  o.l: C:c~inbsyrre Munrrtain. 

h.f:tell- c)r.rrF walk: a t  Girral : :or) l  wc; loul..;ed a t  abc)ri(~:i17cll ~ u c I . :  
cill l-vi rigs ncal-by. We then  drove t u  a l ,ar.ger a rea  o f  abor-i qj, n a l  

cal -v l  n9. j  nealr' t:::alPi ung. 



We ~1.90 I-lac1 w look a 
very  i rnpl*e!i;!secl w i  t h  I7'r~yP s 
I t ?  I : : :  We put: 
I Tl-lejre was an wl d 
devel.ol::)irlg B;(JCJI*-BE;. '1"l-IE? 13 

bean p:lwr,~tecl ther-e f o r  at) 
a .f:a.'LIFl. y f acjt gr-owel*. 

t B e a  Pc Fioy Wuncari\; -F~?rns;. We were 
' Gyathea t:\.rrirri rrghw~r\:i i w h l  c h  h a 6  gruwn 

a ladder- tc:, it and cht?c:kecl i t  f a r  
,f el-t.i l L. f ron r l  b u t  no mature ur 

1 ar1.t j. G abuut b mel:lcrs t a l l  and on ly  h 
out 10 years .  Eviclt?ntly t h e  species  i 

We t l \a l .~k Bea arid Roy f o r  t h e  e ~ f ~ f i c i e r ~ t  u r g & \ n i s a t i o n  and 
t h e i r  warin,  ,Fr.ier\clly I~o. ;p i~ta l  i t y .  

C~LII* rie::t: uutinq i s  t:o F:'apir.lbar-ra on t h e  let and ZncJ J~lne.  
I?:irlc) Char - l ie  Ul-,el1-ters f a r  details -- ( O b 3 )  8,5 10Ej0 

An improved Fern Potting Mix 
by Calder Challey 

I-laving rcad about llic lcclinical properties of Zeolile i t  was decided lo try i l  in a fcrn polling 
mix. Expcri~ncnls wcrc based on adding Zeolite Lo a basic and well tried formula. The mix 
chosen was: 

Coarse river sand 1 part by volume 
-. - - -pert*uSm"-- - - -- 1 part- by volume - - . .  

Peal Moss 1 par( by volume 

This has becn used for a long time and gives good results with ferns. To the above mixlure 
Zcolite (chips 0.5-2 nim) was addcd, 1 part by volume. The resulting mixture therefore 
contained 25% by volun~e of each component. 

As small plank of Adiatrlurr~ crelliiopicurr~ about 10 cm high werc available, lhcsc werc uscd in a 
trial Lo lest lhc polling mix. This fern likes a growing mcdium slighlly alkaline, pI4 7.5-8. A 
batch ol' thc original niixturc and the new mixture containing Zeolite were both adjusled lo pH 
7.5 wilt1 dolomile, using a standard calorific test kit for pH, available at nursery supply shops. 
Several 25 cm plaslic pots were filled, an equal number with each mix. Each potfull or mix 
was lipped out separately and 15 gm of "Osmocote, Indoor, Courtyard and.BalconiesU was 
addcd and ~horoughly mixed. The mix was then replaced in the pot. This ensured exactly the 
same amount of tlic ferlilizcr in each pot. Six pots of each mix were polled up with one 
Adiarllrrni clelhiol~icrurr fern. As a side experiment 30 gm of old blood and bone was added to - 
each of thrcc cxlra pols of cach mix. Also 30 gm of Dynamic Lifter was added to each of three 
extra pols of' each mix. In cach of these a fern was planled. All pols were placed in a 
shadeliousc in 40% shade. 

In six nionllis lhc Adiatlrrln~ uerl~io~ict~rr~ had filled cach pot and reached a height of about 30 
cm. Mowevcr il was obvious that there was more vigorous growlh and 5 lo 7 cni more height . 
in lliosc grown i n  lhc mix conlaining Zeolite. There was no noliceable difference in those 
grown with lhe blood and bone or Dynamic Lifkr. 

I 

The niakers claim Lliat Zeolite has a high cation exchange capacity (CEC) with the ability lo 
increase 1he'CEC of the mixlure. I t  also reduced nutrient losses by leaching, parlicularly 
aninioniuni and polassium and supplies calcium and polassium to the plant. I t  is specially 
nolcd that to obtain these bcncfits 2-10% vollvol is necessary. Zeolite also has a high water 
absorbency, 65% ~vciglit for weighl, relains water and allows fast rewelting. I t  is also claimcd 
that 20% by volu~nc cncouragcs root growth and reduces clumping or roots around the 
peri nic ter. 

1:1 the above experiment each pot, which conhined 25% Zeolite by volume, showed improved 
fcrn growth. This arnount of Zeolite falls well withi11 the concentration which the makers 

' 

suggest for the maximum benefits. In view of the results it is well worth trying the use of . in 
olher putting mixes and for other ferns. 



TALLAGULLA, BRISBANE - LIST OF FERNS IDENTIFIED - 3 DECEMBER 1995 

( A report on the outing was included in the December195 Newsletter) 

. Genus Species 
Adiantum aetliiopicum 

u 
Adiantaceae 

Adiantum f ormosum Adiantaceae 
Adiantum hispidulum Adiantaceae 
Amphineuron opulentum. Thelypteridaceae 
Arachniodes ar istata Aspidiaceae 
Rsplenium australasicum Aspleniaceae 
Asplenium australasicum Aspleniaceae 
Asplenium bulbiferum Aspleniaceae 
Asplenium milnei Aspleniaceae 
Asplenium polyodon Aspleniaceae 
Belvisia mucronata Polypodiaceae 
Blechnum cartilayineum Blechnaceae 
Blechnum indicum Blechnaceae 
Blechnum nudum Blechnaceae 
Blechnum wattsii Blechnaceae . . 
Blechnum whelanii Blechnaceae 
Cheilanthes distans Sinopteridaceae 
Chr istella dentata Thelypteridaceae 
Christel-la hispidula Thelypteridaceae 
Colysis sayeri Polypodiaceae 
Cyethea brownii Cyatheaceae 
Cyathea cooper i , Cyatheaceae 
Cyathea robusta Cyatheaceae 
Davallia pyxidata Davalliaceae 
Dennstaedtia davallioides Dennstaedtiaceae 
Dicksonia antarctica Dicksoniaceae 
Dic ksoriia herbertii? Dicksoniaceae 
Dictymia brownii Polypodiaceae 
Diplazium australe Athyriaceae 
Diplazium dietrichianum Athyriaceae 
Diplazium queenslandicum? Athyriaceae , 

noodia aspera Blechnaceae 
Doodia caudata ' Blechnaceae 
Doodia media ~lechnaceae 
Doryopteris concolor . Sinopteridaceae 
Dryrlar ia r igidula Polypodiaceae 
Drynar ia rigidula ,'Whitei' . Polypodiaceae 
Histiopteris incisa Dennstaedtiaceae 
Hypolepis mueller i Oennstaedtiaceae 
Lastreopsis decomposita Aspidiaceae 
Lastreopsis marginans Aspidiaceae - 

Lastreopsis microsora Aspidiaceae 
Lastreopsis munita Aspidaceae 
Lygodium japonicum Schizaeaceae 
Macrothelypteris torresiana .Thelypteridaceae 
Microsorum grossum , Polypodiaceae 
Microsorum punctatum ~olypodiaceae 
Microsorum , pustulatum Polypodiaceae 
Microsorum scandens ~olypodiaceae 
Nephrolepis cordifolia ~ephrolepidaceae 
Nephrolepis hirsutula? .~ephrolepidaceae 
~phioglossum . pendulum ophioglossaceae 
Pellaea falcata var. falcata ~inopteridaceae 
Pellaea falcata var. nana sinopteridaceae 

Pellaea par adoxa sinopteridaceae 

Comments 
Natural 
'Natural? 
Natural 

LHI- birdsnes 

LHI 

Natural 
Natural-weed 
Natural 

Norfolk I. 

L.H. I .  

natural? ' 

Natural 



~latycerium 
~latycerium 
~latycerium 
~latycerium 
~olystichum 
Psilotum 
Pter is 
Pteris 
Pter is 
~yrrosia 
Pyrrosia 
Pyrrosia 
Rumohra 
Schellolepis 
Stenochlaena 
Tectar ia 
Todea 
*Blechnum 
*Blechnum 
*Blechnum 
*Cy&hea----. - 

*Nephrolepis 
*Pel laea 
*Polypodium 
*Pter is 
*Selaginella 
*Tectar ia 

bifurcatum Polypodiaceae 
hillii ~olypodiaceae 
superbum ~olypodiaceae 
veitchii ~olypodiaceae 
australiense Aspidiaceae 
nudum Psilotaceae 
tremula ~teridaceae 
umbrosa Pter idaceae 
vittata Pteridaceae 
conf luens ~olypodiaceae 
longifolia ~olypodiaceae 
rupestr is Polypodiaceae 
adiantiformis Davalliaceae 
subauriculata Polypodiaceae 
palustr is Blechnaceae 
muelleri Aspidaceae 
barbara Osmundaceae 
brasiliense Blechnaceae 
gibbum Blechnaceae 
moorei? Blechnaceae 
dea-&bat= - -  - -  - -  - -  caMmceae . 

falcata f-furcans? Nephrolepidaceae 
viridis sinopteridaceae 
angustifolium Polypodiaceae 
cretica'albo-lineata'pteridaceae 
kraussiana Selaginellaceae 
gemmif era Aspidiaceae 

Natural 

exotic - 
exotic 
exotic 
N;Z. 
exotic 

exotic 
exotic 
exotic 
exotic 

NOTES FROM SOUTH EASTERN PUEMSLAND -. 
Report on Outing to Paradise Creek Gorse, 21 July, 1996 
.The day was sunny, with a cold South Westerly wind. Our small group 
of 11, (7 members and 4 guests), headed out from Gatton on the Mt. 
Sylvia road. T h e  gorge is on private property and the last 
kilometres of track were a bit of a challenge for some of our 
vehicles- We found that inside the gorge was another world, largely 
protected from the wind, It was a treat to wander down stream and 
have lunch in this relatively untouched spot. Although the creek 
was low, there were masses of ferns and fertile clumps of Psilotum 
nudum on large sandstone boulders in the creek as well as other 
ferns in favoured spats up the sides of the gorge, Ferns seen were: 
Ad-iantum aethiopicum., u n m m  fgrmosum, Adiantum hispidulum 
(including the "ground cover* f o r m ) ,  Asplenium attenuatum, 
Chr iste-lla dentaka ,-ppiicct_~mi-a-b_~ow~ii, Doodia asp_-r_a a. Doodia caudata 
Us-gw_eopsois desc_~mposita, Lindseae microphylla. Pellea falcata 
v_a_r.nana, Pellea ~aradoxa~-p_teris tremula. Pyrrosia confluens and 
Pyrrosia rupeupris, 

It was a bonus, near the Gatton turn.off in the morning, to see a 
large flock of Magpie Geese grazing in a section of ploughed 
paddock . 

Contributed by Merle Gynther (Goadby) 



FERNS FOR SALE 

The following is an extract taken from a letter from a long time member, Lorraine Boulter 
of 3 Satnuel Place St Clair, 2759. 

"I arri ~/rilirlg to yo11 to ask v a r y  of yoiir nzembers would be interested in a sale of n ~ y  
f e r ~ ~  collection. It disniays me thaf I have to do this , because I am very fond of my 
collectior~ atld have built il up over a rllrnzber oSyears. 

The reasor? I anz doi~lg this, is I anzji~ldirlg ii in~yossible to give lhem the attem~tiorl they 
need, my h a ~ ~ d s  arid arnis are so bad I am havir~g dijfficully ever1 wateririg the ferns. 
I have lost a lot beca~rse of neglect. 

Yhey are ~rloslly Ia~ge Da.~Icels nrrd the prices wolild be $12, $10, $8 atid $6. They are 
Asylenium, Histiopteris, Microsorimi, Schizaea (in a botile), Drynaria, Adiantum, 
Arlhropteris, Hlechnzmr, Cheilarlthes, Christella, Duvallia, Pyrrosia, Schellolepis, 
Diplazium, Doodia, Hzm~ata, Pteris, Sler~ochlaet~a a ~ ~ d  others. " 

Lorraine ended her letter by saying that an appropriate time for anyone interested to 
contact her, would be towards the end of September. Lorraine's phone number is (02) 
9670 2930. I am sure all members wish Lorraine better health for the future and success 
in selling what is obviously an excellent collection of Australian ferns. 

NOTES FROM THE SYDNEY AREA 

Report of Meeting at Yagoona, 23 June 1996 
There were 23 members present on a fine but terribly windy day. Following a short 
business session Geoff Long related a little of his and Ann's recent visit to Christmas 
Island. In company with Calder Chaffey, Geoff said that despite receiving o k y  minimal 
local assistance, they succeeded in locating about 25 of the 3 1, fern species recorded for 
the Island. One of the species not sighted has not been recorded for more than 90 years, 
another grcws ofilly in the tallest trees. Among the ferns sighted were Psiloturn nudurn 
(widespread), Pteris tripartita, Microlepia spefuncae and Microsorum punctaturn.. Geoff 
said that looking at the ferns in some places on the Island, they could easily have imagined 
that they were in North Queensland. 

A Members Fern - Aspleniumsurragatum 
In presenting "A Member's Fern" Geoff explained that he had acquired it at a SGAP Fern 
Sales Day about 10 years ago. It was labelled Aswleniurn pteridoides, a Lord Howe Island 
native. For several years he called it A, pteridojdes and proudly showed it off as such to 
his visitors who included Study Group members. Recently, however, with the aid of "Flora 
of Australia" he keyed it out and found that he actually possessed A_sPlenium. 



AswIenium,surra~atum is another Lord Howe Island native. Geoff said his had proven to 
be terribly easy to grow. Geoff s plant is in a large pot kept under shade cloth but in a 
position where it receives morning sun. It is a very attractive fern with dark green shiny 
fronds about 60 cm long and 25 cm wide. The pinnae margins are deeply cut - which 
distinguishes it from A,pteridoides.. The fertile and sterile fronds are similar in size. 

Do You Have Ally Good Fern Slides? 
In a cameo performance, Fred Johnston treated us to a short slide show. Fred showed a 
selection of slides that he has collected for the proposed new audio visual "Ferns in the 
Garden". The proposal is to feature ferns that are reasonably available from fern nurseries 
and ferns that can be grown by Mr and Mrs Average Gardener. Fred included a few slides 
to illustrate the how not to photograph ferns and it seems that it is easier to grow ferns 
than photograph them. 

In addition to slides of the more common Australian ferns in cultivation, Fred wants views 
of fern garden settings. If you are able to help Fred's search for good fern slides, please 
phone Fred at (02) 965 1 1 144. 

Tree Ferns of Lord Howe & Norfolk Islands 
PetErcoiicluded thT3ZjWitKthe fitialse3siEii 0% Tree Ferns, on this occasion deali~rg with 
the two from Norfolk Island and four from Lord Howe Island. A key that he used proved 
somewhat unsatisfactory because of the difficulty discerning the characteristics used. 
Cvall~ea australis is one of the two tree ferns native of Norfolk Island. Peter had discussed 
Cvathea australis at our February meeting. A brief description of of each of the other five 
species follows. 

C~athea brevipinna This tree fern is distinctive because of its very short stipes that give an 
overlap of fronds and a compact appearance. The stipes are covered densely with reddish 
brown hairs. The trunk rarely exceeds 3 m tall. It is slow growing and requires good light, 
protection from wind and plenty of moisture - conditions not easily found inmost 
Australian gardens. 

Cvathea brownii This is a Norfolk Island native species. in the Sphaeropteris Group. The 
trunk has clean oval spots left by fallell fionds and superficially resembles a very vigorous 
form of Cyathea cooperi. The stipe bases and the top of the trunk are covered by light 
brown scales, whereas the scales on Cyathea cooperi are of two types.. An attractive 
robust fern, Cyathea brownii grows very quickly and once established tolerates a fair 
amount of sun if kept moist. 

Cvathea howeana 
A feature of this Lord Howe Island endemic is the dramatic flush of ufir l ing croziers. 
Fronds are shed cleanly leaving a distinctive pattern of scars on the 3 m high slender trunk. 
Scales at the base of stipes are small, triangular and few in number.The light green lamina 
is lacy, tripinnate or tripinnatifid.. Requires protection from strong sun and wind and 
plenty of moisture. 



Cyalllea macartllurii 
Endemic to Lord Howe Island and one of its most common tree ferns. Long dark hairs 
around the base of stipes and persistent fronds partly cover the 4 m high trunk. The 
somewhat untidy appearance of the trunk contrasts with the attractive lamina which is 
three times divided and lacy. It grows readily in a well protected fairly moist position. 

Cvathea robusta This is another fern in the Sphaeropteris Group. It is endemic to Lord 
Howe Island and is one of the two most widespread of the Island's tree ferns. Stipes are 
persistent in the upper part of the trunk which grows 4 to 5 m tall. The inner portion of 
the stipes bases, particularly those on new growth, are covered by masses of dense white 
scales 
In cultivation Cyatl~ea robusta is quite hardy if given protection from sun and wind and 
kept well watered. 

Our thanks to hosts for the day , Kyrill and Dorothy Taylor, Our comfort was attended to 
in every way. A special vote of thanks too, to Roy and Bea Duncan. We have become 
accustomed to their generous distribution of oranges to all members at meetings around 
this part of the year. However, on this occasion, Kyrill's wheelbarrow had to be presssed 
into service to ferry the vast number of oranges (plus lemons and mandarins) from the 
Duncan's van to the meeting place. Thank you Bea and Roy for your generosity. 

Report of Outing to Matcharn, 13 July 1996 
Being a member of the Fern Study Group provides opportunities to go to interesting, 
special places that one is otherwise unlikely to ever visit. On this occasion. thanks to the 
generosity of Dot and Graham Camp 21 of us enjoyed their unique and beautiful property 
at Matcham just north of Gosford. 

The Camp's property is set amid 70 acres of barely touched forest and woodland. A prc- 
lunch walk took us across the top of a long ridge frequented by lyre birds such is the 
unspoilt nature of the place. Ferns noticed on this walk were Cheilanthes sieberi, PeIlaea 
falcata, Plgtyceriun~ bifirrcntum, Davallia pyxidata. and Pyrrosia rupestris. M e r  lunch 
Dot led the more energetic group along a path down a steep incline to follow the course 
of a creek amid rainforest species. Additional ferns sighted on this walk were Adiantum 
aethiopicum, A.diphanun1, A.formosum. Ahispidulutn, A.silvaticum, Asplenium 
~ustralasicum, BIecl~nun~ cartila~ineum, B .patersonii. Caiodllaena dubia, Cyathea 
australis, C.leichl~ar_dtja.n_a,-Dicksonia antarct ica, Doodia aspera, D,caudata, Ilistiopteris 
incisa, Hvpole~is muelIeri, Lastreopsis acuminata, L.microsora, Lindsaea microphylla, 
Microsomrn scandens, Pellaea falcat a var. nana, P.paradoxa, Polystichum australier~se, 
Pteris tremda, Pterideum esc~11entum and Todea barbm. A very steep walk out of the 
valley followed but no one complained, all enthralled by the superb piece of bush. We 
were pleased to note signs that Graham is winning the war against the weeds with only a 
few patches of lantana noticeably marring the surroundings. Our thanks to the Camps for 
their thoughtful preparation for our visit and for their many kindnesses on the day. 



FORTHCOMING EVENTS : IN THE SYDNEY REGION 

Saturdav I4 September 1996. Outing to Wheeny Creek 
From Sydney travel along Bells Line of Road until Kurmond, turn right into Comeroy 
Road. After 8 km road divides, don't take Blaxland Road keep to the left towards Upper 
Colo until reaching Wheeny Creek. Meet at the Creek, there is a Toilet Block to the right. 
Arrive from 9.30 am for a 10 o'clock sharp start. Easy walk but bring a towel as we may 
have to paddle to cross the Creek. Carry lunch and water. Enquires to Peter 9625 8705. 

Saturdav 19 October 1896,Outin~ to Newnes 
Meet from 9.30 am at Clarence Railway Station on the Zig Zag Line ready to move off in 
convoy at 10 o'clock sharp. Travel by car to the start of the walk along the old coach 
road. The planned walk is short and relatively easy through a scenic area. A few may want 
a longer walk via the Glow Worm Tunnel, bring a torch if this is your intention. Carry 
lunch and water. .Enquires to Peter 9625 8705. 

Sunday 10 November 2996. Meeting at DuraI 
Our hosts' Pat Kenyon & Ted Newman's property is situated at 1057 Old Northern Road, 
Dural. Enter from private road on the right just 2 km past Dural Post Office (the last street 
passedon theleft-is Wyoming Road) . Bring lunch and a plate for afternoon tea. Inlieu of 
the usual meeting format, Peter is to lead a discussion on "The Cultivation of Ferns". 
Enquires to Pat 965 1 2765. 

Sunday 1 December 1996. Meetin? at Kenthurst 
We meet from 11 am for our end of year get-together at the home of Tamara & Ian Cox, 
5 Ivy Place, Kenthurst. Please contact Tamara as early as possible to advise what you will 
bring towards the pooled lunch. Bring own crockery and cutlery and in keeping with the 
festive season, a gift (limit $5) or several according to the number in your party. Enquires 
to Tamara 9654 2533. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS : IN THE MID NORTH COAST, NSW. 

Week End 14 I 15 September 1996. Outing to Lower Creek 
Lower Creek is about 76 km west of Kempsey. For details of this or other enquiries about 
the Group phone Phil Amery or Julie McIntyre on (065) 617 280. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS : IN SOUTH EAST QUEENSLAND 

Sunday 1 September 1996. Meeting at McGre~or 
Meet at 9.30 am at McGregor High School, Mc Gregor. Enter at the Springfield Street 
Gate. Topic (1) Final Arrangements for the Fern Study Group display at the SGAP Annual 
Flower Show, Redeeemer Lutheran College, Rochedale on the 7 & 8 September 1996. (2) 
Discussion topic - "Fern Oddities and Allies". 



Sullday 20 Oclobcr 1996. Excursion Manleton 
Mapleton Forest Drive. Meet at the "Lily Pond" Park at Mapleton at 9.30 am. For fbrther 
particulars ring Peter Bostock (07) 3202 6983 or Geoff Goadby (07) 3374 1946. 

Sur~lay 1 Deccmber 1996. Breakup Function -- 

Meet at Graham Nosworthy's home, 69 Grandview Road, Pullenvale. Bring fern or 
suitable gift for exchange and ideas for next year's meetings and excursions. 

For any other information regarding South East Queensland events phone Peter Bostock 
(07) 3202 6983 or Irene Cullen on (07) 3273 1055. 

FERN REQUEST FOR GREVILLEA PARK 

Ray Brown, the driving force behind the creaton of the magnificent Illan7ari.a Grevillea 
park at Bulli, is finalising development of a rainforest area at the Park. Amongst other 
things Ray is also Curator of the living collection for the Grevillea Study Group. 

'The rainforest area features walkways winding through natural forest leading to the 
escarpment. Ray has mentioned that he would like to make plantings of ferns along the 
walkways. It s possible that Fern Study Group members may have surplus ferns they 
would be willing to donate f i r  this purpose. Ray has no preferenee for particular species 
as long as the ferns are Australian. 

If anyone could help they could phone Ian Cox on (02) 9654 2533. Ian will co-ordinate 
the collection and delivery of the ferns. 

= - 

DEADLINE FOR COPY 

Contributiolls to the Newsletter are always more than welcotne. Articles for our next 
edition should reach the Secretary by no later tl~an 15 November 1996. 

fTtlgtlclivcrcd ~clultl  lo: 
3 C r ~ n ; ~ w a ~ ~ g  lll:~ce 
C ~ I I I V  Wesl NSW 2226 
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