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Dear Ikmbers , 
On J u l y  25th most of Tasmania and our garden i n  pasticu1a.r receiver! 

t he  heaviest snow i n  65 years. It was a day of excitement and delight  a t  the  
incredible  beanty of everything coversd i n   bout 12m of snow. I c o d d n ' t  ce t  
t o  work becau3e we havc a very s teep  dr ive  and road, but I took l o t s  of lovely  
photographs. One was a. closeup of a branch of i3, sinuol~&~g-s~~;,~ig&olg~ 
bedecked with snaw and another w a s  a pot of F t e ro s tx l i s  - - - - A  curia-x .-.-,. ----.--.. nutans with i ts  
flower heads iieavily laden with snow. The slender stems didn' t  even bend with 
t h i s  unexpected weight. 111 

I ' v e  mounted a few more specimens f o r  our display k i t  and s e t  uy a 
!nap album. I w i l l  be presenting the  disp1a.y at the  'Flowers of Lus t r a l i a l  

Cdxhibition i n  Hobart on October 18th and 19th. I d o  h o ~ e  t ha t  some of my Dodo 
w i l l  be i n  f r u i t  by then. I ' v e  completed 3 master sheet  f o r  each Dodonaea . 
species and subspecies. On these  I w i l l  record any fur ther  information t ha t  
you, the  members of t h i s  study group send t o  me, I ' d  l i k e  t o  know what conditions 
your most healthy and vigorous p lan t s  a r e  t h r i v ing  in'' khnt s o i l s  they s o w  i n  
natural ly?  Yhat species appear t o  have both mele and. female flowers on the  one 
plant':' What r a t i o  there  a re  of male and female flowers'! I n  f a c t ,  any information 
t h a t  you can supply about t h e i r  growing conditions and growth habi ts .  

Volume 25 of the lF lora  of ? .us t ra l ia1 i s  now avai lable  at Comonwealth 
Govcmment book sho~js. Included i n  t h i s  volume i s  t h e  Sapindaceae family, of 
which t he  genus Dodonaea is  amember, Judy \ lest  i s  the  author of t he  bdonaea 
seotion and we congratulate Judy on another excellent  achcevement. This volume 
is a must f o r  Dodonaea lovers and h ~ s  an excellent  key t o  t he  genus =and a, number 
of good colour p h o t o @ ~ ~ h s .  

P C i D  - a warm welcome is extended to;--  --..-- 
John and Cathy E t h e r i d e  , Flant J . ;xth ?!holesale [;rowers, 

5435 is. Xerndon, Clovis, CA 9361 2 U.S.;.. 
Geelong Group, SGAI), F.O. Box 387 :3elmont, Victoria.. 321 <. 

I 
E;;TdS --. -.-- FROt!i -.-.a- iWiBEiS -.. - the re  r e a l l y  i s  very l i t t l e  - w h ~ t  is  happenin;; t o  our 
Bod lovers,  yournews makes our newsletter  worthwhile. 

Ida Jackson is  t ry ing  some Dod. seeds again,  she didn ' t  have much luck ----- - - - 
with the  last l o t  and she ' s  keen t o  pow D, -..--..- loculata, .-- -. --- i n  par t i cu la r .  I think 
it I s worthwhile t r y ing  the  bo i l ing  ~ r a t e r  treatment, although lTaxion Simmons t e l l s  

- - 

me t h a t  she haps no t rouble  ge t t ing  Bods ., up and she doesn't pre-treat them. 
Ida a l so  sen* ne cut t ings  of an endemic from Kangaroo Is land - Gr_e&U-l_e_a, m?-i& 
and 2 &::*nL:enia t ha t  does well  i n  her c ~ r d e n .  

;,~alcolm --.. .- --.. EIunt -. - wri tes  t h ~ t  h i s  new address i e  34 Iiampden S t r e e t ,  Dubbo, 2830. 
l4alcolrn runs a nursery fo r  the  F o r e ~ t r y  Commission m d  requested cut t ings  OX some 
of my female 3odonaeas. .!e look forward t o  hearing of h i s  success r a t e .  i!Jetd 
a l so  l i k e  t o  know i f  you moved any Bods. from i.!ellinj;%on 2nd i f  so,  how they 
reacted,  Malcolm? 

M F  Irene.Elbourne wrote asking f o r  some back copies of our Study Group -..- -- -.-..-,- *-- 
news e t t e r s ,  She notes t k t  she knows l i t t l e  about Dod.onaeas but is wi l l ing  t o : :  
learn.  I ' d  l i k e  t o  know if the; Study Group is providing the  a.rzsistance t h a t  you 
need, Irene'? 

no r i s  - - Gunn --.- sent  me a nice newsy l e t t e r .  She has F very healthy plant  of 
D. rnultijuga, which ~ h e  has been t o l d  i s  lirne to le ran t .  Can anyone confirm o r  
deny t h i s .  She a l so  has a plant  of 33,-J?-mifus:, whidh flowered l a s t  ;ypar  h d  is  
now spreading well. She and her husband B i l l ,  r ecen t ly  moved t o  a new home a.t 
Ocean Grove, Victoria and. they a r e  est2blishin;: a new gzrden a s  a r e t h m e n t  project .  

1. 



2. 
They have had great success growing a l o s a l  shrub, A t r i ~ l e x  - .-. .---... cinerea - .-.--- a s  a pioneer 
shrub and a s  protection from s a l t  laden winds. Doris has seed of D. viscose -.- *-~.. ---.--. 
, s ~ ~ , - c - ~ I ~ &  2nd K?20roniif o l i a ,  which she w a s  ~ l a n n i n g  t o  plant in 1Iay. I 
mostly put seed in, i n  Beptember o r  Octer, what have other members found t o  be a 
goodt iqe .  I 've  sent seed of D. hprrl>?i_landl),-&g-+~n~r~ t o  Doris t o  t ry .  

Xe1en+=z&6. reports  tha t  she has hot hem successful with D. m u l t i j ~  
-, - .-- 

She has had t h e e  plants  grown (I beleive) from Xindethana se;.d, and planted i n  
dif ferent  par t s  of the garden. She thinks t h a t  thg hot summers i n  Eilisabeth 
North, S.n.. axe not t o  t h e i r  l iking.  I t 's  natural  ha,bita.t is the centre1 coa.st 
and tablelands of N.S2I. and ',:ueensland, so it would be accustomed t o  a higher 
r ~ i n f a l l  than a t  Elimbeth.  Doris 's  coss ta l  s i t u ~ t i o n  obviously s u i t s  t h i s  
species be t te r ,  I hrve had only a poor aa t e  of success with t h i s  species, 
Seed was sow1 (from 1iI'indethm.a ', in ;  I 
Sept 79 - 3 were pofted i n  Feb '80, planted out then died in Dec '81, 
Aug 82 - soue were potted 2nd pla.nte4 out i n  Jan 83 - two survive but verydow 
Oct 8 4  - t rea ted  boiled water'! potted Jc7n 85 and y lmted  out i n  Ju ly  ' 8 6 ,  
Ras any other member t r i e d  t h i s  syecies,  

111 
I have writ ten t o  Greg Keighery, a botanist  -&om ;I.A. who has recent ly  

m o v e d  t o  the  hlbeny area,  asking i f  he would help col lect  specimen& for  our 
lerbar im,of  species which aren ' t  in  our collection. I also made n similar 
request of the  Auetralian National Botanic Gardens. 

M3DOlTAXiS by L.A. STlZEE3NSOPS ---- Ill 
l w a r t i c l e  was published I n  the South Austr?li:in SGhP Journa.1 i n  P?ovember 1979, ; - . .  . 

It w a 3  ~ g r l - v o n  Linne who named the genus Dobnaeu i n  honour of Hembert - --.- 
Dodoens, who l ived i n  the  period 1517 t o  1585. English records yielded very 
l i t t l e  information on Dodoens, but s ignif icant  information was recorded i n  ear ly  
French l i t e r a t u r e ,  and I em obliged, t o  a colleague of mine, Kir. Russell  K. Dann, 

y t ranslz ted the Peench-text f o r  me, t o  form the basis  of t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  

Hmbert Dodoens was born a t  !lalines, n e a  Antwerp, on 29th June, 1 51 7, 
ana it was i n  the  troubled 16th century thak he mad.e h i s  mark on science. You 
may r e c a l l  t ha t  the 16th century was the time of Eenry V 4 1 .  Henry V111, Edwqzd V1, 
Xlizabeth 1 , S i r  !;alter Ralei*;,h, S i r  3kc;ncis Drake, ;.rillim Sh:-!kespea;re, Louis XI 
i n  fia.nce, Ivan 111 ia Russia and Ph i l l i y  i n  Spain. A l l  European comitries 
were a s t i r  with major changes i n  tlle soc ia l  ::nd re l ig ious  order, as  the  f u l l  1 
impoct of the Renaissance, 1;rlilich began i n  I t a l y  tolyards the end of the 15th century 

s p r e a d  across Xuro ne . 
Ill 

Details  of Dodoens' ea r ly  childhood ase not r e c ~ r d e d ,  but we do know tha t  
a t  a.n :?urly age, he was sent t o  Louviin University t o  study medicine. H i s  progress 
i n  science was rapid,  and before he turned 19 years of a,qe, he graduated a s  
Licentiate i n  1535. 

1 
- 

dl 
Be b r i e f ly  attended univers i t i es  i n  France, Germany and I t a l y ,  but no gre:t 

d e t a i l s  a r e  available. I n  those days, no synthetic drugs were avai lable ,  there  
were no c-.naesthetics, surgery wgis rudimentaxg 2nd tho physician rclzde extensive use 
of herbs and essences of vegetable m ~ t e r i a l ,  i' d ~ c t o r ,  therefore,  w 3 s  required t o  
be proficient i n  botany. 

ITe seems t o  have worked a s  physician i n  =rious ~2-rts of i;urope ii.nd in 
1546, h i s  f i r s t  bo,:)k was published i n  Baslg. He went back t o  Malines f o r  a short  
period and then on t o  I t a l y ,  from whence he cane t o  Germany i n  1570 t o  become 
physician t.> &peror Xaximilian 11, a f t e r  t&e emperor's former ~hys ic i - .n ,  Nicholas 
Biesus, had died. R e  rerilainerl the  emperor's physician u n t i l  1576 when the emporer 
died., am-he staped on-to serve Rudolf 11, Ma.xirui1ia.n'~ son, i n  the same position. 

I n  h i s  posit ion of influence, it is  not s q r i s i n g  t h ~ t  he made enemies, t 

and h i s  posit ion a t  court became very d i f f i cu l t .  To pdd t o  h i s  troubles,  revol t s  
and Uprisings occurred throughout the Lo.7 Countries, and some of h i s  properties ' I - 

ne4r  l'lalines .md latwerp were thres.teded. Be obteined les.ve from '&peror Rudolf 

1111 
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3 
with a, view t o  t r ~ v e l l i n g  t o  Malines, but 5y t ha t  time, c iv i l  w a r  had broken out. 

I IIe therefore  broke h i s  bourney at Cologne where, in  t he  course of h i s  pract ice  as 
a physicia.n, he became renowned f o r  several  remarkable and unusual cures. 

I 
3y March 1580, the  t roubles  in theLow Countries had become resolved and he 

t r ave l l ed  t o  Antwerp t o  a.ttend t o  h i s  propert ies.  The au tho r i t i e s  a t  Leyden 
University offered him the  cha i r  in medicine and thus ,  Dodoens became Professor of 
Medicine, a ~ o s t  he h.eld u n t i l  h5.s death on 18th March, 1585, 

I Dodoens was regardei? ss a very capable physician, He had studied languages 
and was very f luen t  in several  languages. He had qui te  profound. knowledge of 
mathematics, and by the  standards gf his  day, he w a s  a l so  an au thor i ty  on botany3 

I 

I He has been gegarded i n  Europe as one of the  mkn-"of t h e  16th century who 
contributed t h e  most t o  the  understandins of botany. It is, in f a c t ,  t o  botany 
t h a t  he dedicated t h e  most import,nt of h i s  m i t t e n  wo ks. T 

I He wrote and hiad Published no l e s s  than 17 books i n  a l l ,  some exclusively 
c-- botany and s9me pe r t l y  medical ::nd p a t l y  botanical. These books became known 

Herba.ls, s ince  t he  science of botany w a s  not then so well organised as it was 

I 
l a t e r  ., 

1 
He al;'peass t o  have been capable of producinf books with great  regular i ty .  

H i s  books appeared i n  1 546, 1 5 ~ 1 8 ,  1552, 1553 (2) 1554, 1565, 1568, 1574 (2; 1580 
1 581 (3) and 1 583. Two fu r the r  books, vhich he l a r s e l y  wrote , were not published 
u n t i l  1598 and 161 6 reppectively - a f t e r  h i s  death. H i s  books were sometirues 
m i t t e n  -in Ls t in ,  sometimes i n  French and sorile were in Flemish. 

It w a s  i n  1552, a f t e r  he had wr i t t en  two books, t ha t  Dod2ens r e a l l y . t r i e d  
himself out as a. botrlnica.1 wr i te r ,  a n d  the  book w a s  a success. A publisher named 
 LO^, purchped a co l lec t ion  of p la tes  done by Fuchs, who :-ill be re fe r red  t o  b r i e f l y ,  
p e s e n t l y .  These p l a t e s  i l l u s t r a t e d  most of the then known wheats and other  .: 
cerea l  plants.  Loe ~ s k e d  Dodoens t ~ o  write t he  t e x t  eq la in . ing  t he  p la tes ,  and 
t h e  book that  resu l ted ,  ~ r o b ~ b l y  one of the  e a r l i e s t  devoted t o  cereals ,  was an 
e f fec t ive  t r e2 t i s e .  Other t r e a t i s e s  followed i n  which Wdoens yepa red  himself 
f o r  h i s  main Vork, 'History of Plcm-ts', which w a s  published i n  1553. 

'?';istory of P lan t s f  is r a the r  a con-<.!ilation than 2n o r ig ina l  work. 
a ~ e n s ,  with notable scholarship,  established which were the  ylants  known and 

- 

c 3 i n  ancient times. Xe a l so  noted, with p c ~ t  exacti tude,  t he  medic31 v i r tues  
of the  p lan t s  he describes. He w a s  l e s s  successfil!. i n  h i s  attempts t? c l a s s i f y  
then i n  systeixatic order,  Ria ala.ssifica.tion was based on the  custori~il~y use of 
p lan t s  ,and it mainly referred. t o  t he  pa r t s  of the  p lan t s  described. For instance 
medicinally, se{:cIs were used from some p lan t s  while leaves o r  pe t a l s  were used from 
others.  Thase ylants ,  f o r  ghicli Dodoens would ascr ibe  no par t i cu las  w e ,  were 
merely arranged alphabetico.llyU P 

One of the  ?manling aspects of I)odoe-nsv l i f e  w a s  t he  way he traveller!  
e d e n s i v e l y  i n  the  d ~ . y s  when few ventured f a r  from t h e i r  2 1 ~ c e  of b i r th .  nodoens 
wgs innovative i n  correnpond.iny f r e e l y  with other  workers and i n  nsint; information 
su  #plied by others. For instance,  he used nla.tes prepared by both Charles de 
LtEcluse nnd Mathias de Lobe1 i n  h i s  own blnks, and they used some of h i s  p la ted i n  
t h e i r  bo:?ks. This f r i end ly  exch?n:;e was a. p e a t  service  t o  botany 

11111 
The book he m o t e  i n  1 583, ,'.Stirpiurn E is to r ia .  . . . : contained 1341 wood- 

cuts. He described plants  frcm E g ? ~ t  and India  fror:: in fomat ion  sunplied by LIEcluse 
and plants  frori I t a l y  from d e t p i l s  supplied by both F ~ o s y e r  k l b i n i  mil FaSia Co lom~.  
a l l  of whom held Dodoens i n  hiph reg'ard. 

Carl von Lime l ived  in the  period 1707-1 778, and it w a s  mainly Linnets 
work t h a t  put systematic botany on a sound footing. Nevertheless, errr l ier  workers 
contributed with knowledge and  observation, 2nd the  promotion of various systmns of 
cla.ssif ica. t ion that made Linnets  work possible.  The principle  worlters h the  16th 

were Brunfels (14a-1534; , Fuchs (1501-15&6), Dodoens (1517-1585) Clusins 
f93'q609>. Of these workers, Dodcens c l e - r l y  contributed the  loost. It was, 
then,  f o r  very good reason t ha t  C a r l  von Linne r e c o p i s e d  the  work of k d o e n s  in 
namknc the  !~ust r? l ian genus, kD~ez, i n  h i s  honour. 

I I  



A t  - l a s t  we ha.ve a. small bslance. Ve axe p k e f u l  for donations rsceived 
f'rom: Maroonda$ Group of Victoria R e g i a n  

Western Australia Vildflower Society 
Ida J;?.cks4m 

I 1  Pine Riirers Group of the LueensLand Region. i 
k. mss in the box w i l l  indicate tha t  your eubecriptbn of $3 #as due in June 1986 

I 

Brought forward 
Subscript ions 
Donat ions 

p: 
Balance $39.81 

Post aze 
S ta t  iondry ~ 

. LnU TOUWLNCE I 

I n  the notes on ecology in the Dodonaea revision, Judy mentions that the 
following species are.aom&~irnes found on limestone or  eaad overlyhg lbe&one. 

: This may be a helpful guide to members living; in such meas. 

D. aptera, 
D. . ceratoearrpa 
D. hacket t iana 
D. h m i l i s  

LJ. ca.espitoaa is a s a l t  bolerant species. 

- Dlants Journal and t o  be honest, I haven't written one myself yet. I h:..~-e been 

] ~ l d i n g  Barb Bayleyfs drawings and descriptions of scme of the South huet r i l inn  
Dodonaeas f o r  Australian YlCmts, but I think it's beat  t h a t  om n~mbers enjoy 
Barb's work. I am inc ludingthe  secard sheet th3.t she sen0me some t h e  ago, 

Spring is approaching and it is a t h e  of ' uch a c t i v i t y  i n  the garden. 
There is  plenty of seed i n  the seed bank, so  d.ontt h s i t a t e  t b  s,ak f o r  it i f  y m  
can use it. iinother thing you might l i ke  t o  do is o record thc t ine  of flowerin& 
and fl-uiting of  the D0d.s i n  yo:2r gaxden. 

I 
B e s t  wishes, I 

J e m e t  t e  Closs 



Dwarf t o  small sh rub ,  sp read ing ;  b ranches  many r i g i d ;  
b r a n c h l e t s  t e r e t e  o r  s l i g h t l y  a n g u l a r ,  d a r k  red-brown, 
v i s c o u s ,  g l a n d u l a r ,  g l ab rous  o r  s l i g h t l y  p a i r y ;  
l e a v e s  p i n n a t e ,  0.4-1.2cm. l o n g ,  w i t h  t e r m i n a l  
l e a f l e t s ;  l e a f l e t s  3-1 1 , t o  0 .8cm,x0.~cm,  oblance- 
o l a t e  t o  obovate ,  v i s c o u s ,  w i t h  prominent g l ands ,  
apex ob tuse  o r  rounded; f l ower s  male and Ifemale 
on s e p a r a t e  p l a n t s ,  1-2 pe r  a x i 1 , p r o f u s e  ' I  c a p s u l e s  
3-4 winged, 1-1  .4cm, x 1-1 .8cm, g l ab rous  o r  s l i g h t l y  
h a i r y ,  v i s cous ,  r e d  t o  red-dish  brown o r  pu rp l e ,  
mature Aug. - Dec. 
Be l t ana  ( F l i n d e r s  Ranges) t o  Far North;  
westward t o  Musgraves Ranges and Ooldea. 

I 

view. Red a t  maFurity.  
Found Nokthern F l i n d e r s  Ranges, Southern 
Lof ty ,  Eyre pen! South P o r t  L inco ln .  


