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Dear  Members, 

The Group 's  f i r s t  F i e l d  T r i p  t o  M t .  B u l l s r  p roved  t o  b e  a g r s a t  sub€&ss .  
D r i v i n g  t h e r e  on t h e  F r i d a y  and s e e i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  9.0 bare and d r y ,  made m e  
d e s p a i r  o f  e v e r  f i n d i n g  any p l a n t s  a t  a l l ,  l e t  a l o n e  f l o w e r s .  Uhat a d e l i g h t , f u l  
s u r p r i s e  r e  had when we s t a r t e d  t o  c l i m b  t h e  moun ta in  t o  see h i l l s i d e s  c l o t h e d  in1 
b r i g h t  y e l l o w  d a i s i e s  and l o v e l y  w h i t e  C a s s i n i a s ,  ftlembers must  have be-n g r s a t l y  
i n s p i r e d , a s  I have  r e c e i v e d  t h e  f o l l o ~ u i n g  ' s h o r t  s t o r y t  t o g a t h e r  with 5190 oosms. 
D i d n ' t  kno~lr we had any p o s t s  i n  t h e  Group. Another  Group A c t i v i t y  t o  add t o  t h e  
l i s t .  

A SHORT STORY OF A LONG IdEEK-END: Joy  Cook 

A u s t r a l i a  Day week-end and I p e r s o n a l l y  t h o u g h t  t h e  Cook f a m i l y  was e n t e r i n g  i n t o  
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  o u r  N a t i o n a l  week-end by g o i n g  bushwa lk ing  i n  s e a r c h  o f  t h o 3 9  e l u s i v e i  
b u t  v e r y  a l l u r i n g ,  l i t t l e  A u 3 t r a l i a n  n a t i v e  p l a n t s ,  Rrachyscome & Hel ip t e rums .  

Comment h a s  been  p a s s e d  t h a t  we have  c u l t i v a t e d  v e r y  f e ~ u  from e i t h e r  genus  t h a t  
a r e  known t o  e x i s t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  t o  b e  b r b u g h t  - i n t o  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  o n e  must  
f i r s t  d i s c o v e r  J h e r e  t h e y  grow and unde r  what  c o n d i t i b n s .  

Brachyscomes and H e l i p t s r u m s  c a n n o t  b e  s p o t t e d  from a g r e a t  distance, one v i r t u a l l ! ,  
v u s t  h e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  a s  t h e i r  d e l i c a t e  b e a u t y  c o u l d  s a s l l y  be m i s s e d  llrhen p e g g i n g  in 
j a r .  Un les s  of  c o u r s e  o n e  h a s  bean  f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  have beqn inland a f t e r  a goo3 
r a i n f a l l  and s e e n  f i r s t  hand t h e  a c r e s  o f  w i l d f l o w e r s  t h a t  are s a i d  t o  appear. 

I was i n c l i n e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e y  were v e r y  h a r d  t o  f i n d  i n d e e d ,  b u t  once  th8 i . r  
h a b i t a t  h a s  b e e n  l o c a t e d ,  t h e i r  c o l o u r  and d e l i c a t e  b  a u t y  h o l d s  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t  somewhat It mesmer ised  and o b l i v i o u s  t o  b l i s t e r e d  f e e t  a s  o n e  w a l s  on ,  a lways  h o p e f u l  o f  coming 
upon a n o t h e r  gay a r r a y  o f  c o l o u r  i n  o u r  n o r m a l l y  s u b t  e b l , u i s h ,  g r e y ,  g r e e n  f o r e s t e d  
l a n d s c a p e .  f - .". 

i ' 

The c h a l l e n g e  and d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  grow Orachysc&mesand H e l i p t e r u m s  d o e s n ' t  b e g i n  
and end i n  t h e  p o t t i n g  s h e d ,  f o r  some members o f  t h e  $ t u d y  ,Group h a v e  found i t  v e r y  
b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t a k e  up bushwa lk ing  and n o t e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  unde r  which many o f  t h e s e  
p l a n t s  g r o w l i n  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t ,  t h u s  a l l e v i a t i  t h e  l o s s  o f  many p l a n t s  t h r o u g h  

* bad p o s i t i o n i n g  i n  g a r d e n s .  3 
On S a t u r d a y  t h ~  2 9 t h  Jan .  a  r o b u s t  g r o u p  o f  members s e t  o f f  on t h e  r e t u r n  walk  

from t h e  S k i - V i l l a g e  a t  M t .  B u l l e r  t o  t h e  Summit o f  M t .  S t i r l i n g .  Not f a r  from t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  growing on t h e  d i s t u r b e d  ground a l o n g s i d e  t h e  t r a c k ,  Iue found Hs l i ch rysum 
s c o r p i o i d e s ,  acuminatum, t ~ o  -species o f  S e n e c i o ,  C r a s p e d i a  g l a u c a  and O l e a r i a  p h l o g o p a p n .  
F lower ing  p r o f u s e l y  amongst  t h e  g o l d e n  h e a d s  o f  t h e  He l i ch rysums  and C r a s p e d i a s ,  t h e  

~ u n t a i n  Wahlenbergia  o f f e r e d  a  s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  i t s  v i v i d  p u r p l e  f l o w e r s .  
S t y l i d i u m  g r a m i n i f o l i u m  was a l s o  abundant  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

A d e t o u r  a l o n g  t h e  way t o  ~ d a l k  up t h e  C o r n h i l l  t r a c k  Idas well wor th  t h e  e x t r a  ~ ~ l a l k ,  
a s  i t  was a l o n g  t h i s  t r a c k  t h a t  y e  s p o t t e d  o u r  f i r s t  Brachys.come. Growing h a p n i l y  i-n 
a  c l e a r i n g  amongst t h e  C r a s p e d i a ,  P o d o l e p i s  r o b u s t a  and M i c r o s e r i s  s c a p i g e r a ,  were 
numerous p l a n t s  o f  Brachyscome a c u l e a t a .  A l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  a l o n g  we found He l i ch rysum 
s e c u n d i f l o r u m  a t t a i n i n g  the h e i g h t  o f  approx.  1 8 0  cm. 'The He l i ch rysum f a m i l y  r a n g e s  
from s m a l l  he rbaceous  p l a n t s  t o  l a r g e  woody s h r u b s .  

We r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  main  t r a c k  and headed  on  towards  . t h e , s u m m i t  o f  S t i r l i n g .  
V i s i o n s  o f  a  hue  o f  ~ d i l d f l o w e r s  u r g i n g  us  onward and upward. T h e r e  were few s p e c i e s  i n  
f l o w e r  a l o n g  t h e  t r a c k  up t o  S t i r l i n g ,  b u t  t h e  f r e s h n e s s  o f  P r o s t a n t h e r a  c u n e a t a  
c a p t u r e d  my s e n s e s  a s  I b r u s h e d  a g a i n s t  i t ,  A predominant  p l a n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  .is , 

Hovea l o n g i f o l i a  var .  montana. Al though t h i s    as not i n  f l o t ~ e r ,  my mind c o n j u r e d  up 
v i s i o n s  o f  what I t h o u g h t  would b e  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  s i g h t ,  masses  o f  r i c h  p u r p l e  f l o w e r s  
r e s t i n g  amongst t h e  g r e e n  f o l i a g e .  O the r  p l a n t s  growing i n  t h i s  a r e a  were O l e a r i a  
ph logopappa  var .  s u b r e p a n d a ,  P i m e l h  l i g u s t r i n a  and e i t h e r  8-aeckea  u t i l i s  or gunniana .  

Imag ine  o u r  d i s g u s t  upon n e a r i n g  t h e  summit t o  f i n d  i t  d e v o i d  o f  c o l o u r  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  r e s t f u l  s o f t  g r e y  g r e e n s : o f  a l p i n e  g r a s s e s ,  a d  a he rd .  o f  . c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  l a z i l y  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n  sun.  Not t o  b e  d e t e r r e d ,  w e  c o n t i n u e d  upwards t o w a r d s  t h e  c a i r n ,  where 
we had i n t e n d e d  t o  e a t  o u r  l u n c h ,  when maureen,  h e r  e v e r  s h a r p  e y e  a lways  s c a n n i n g  t h e  
ground s u r f a c e ,  l e t  c r y  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  words,  " l o o k ,  h e r e ' s  one!" Illembers who 
had p r e v i o u s l y  had t h e i r  h e a d s  i n  t h e  c l o u d s  a d m i r i n g  t h e  view, o r  b u t t s  on  t h e  ground 
r e c o v e r i n g  from t h e  c l imb ,  q u i c k l y  c o n g r e g a t e d  around t o  i n s p e c t  t h e  f i n d .  "Could it 
be  a  form o f  Brachyscome n i v a l i s ? :  L'.ovely w h i t e  f l o w e r s .  No! They a r e  a lways  w h i t e  and 

h e r e  is a  b l u e  one. Oh, l o o k  o v e r  h e r e ,  a  d e e p  mauve-one . '  . Do t h e y  a l l  h a v e  t h e  same 

fo l i age?"  A 1 1  t h i s  c o n v s r s a t i o n  and camera  c l i c k i n g  ,;was O F  l i t t l e  conc.ern , 



t o  t h e  cat.;le, b u t  we were concerned u i t h  t h e  c a t t l e ,  as we were a11 i n  t h a t  f a m i l i a r  
pose o f  heads down and t a i l s  up. A sample o f  t h e  p l a n t  was taken, l a t e r  t h a t  evening . 
t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  as Brachy3come scapigera. 

We descended by a rough t r a c k  t o  be  rewarded w i t h  some Celrnis ia p l a n t s  growing 
h a p p i l y  amongst t he  rocks. Fur ther  down a magn i f i cen t  specimen o f  Podolep is  r o b u s t a  . 
was found and.!photographed t o  prove t o  would be doubters t h a t  t l i e re  a re  f lowers  " i n  
them t h a e  h i l l s w .  -. . r, . . 

We a l l  r e tu rned  s a f e l y  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and spent an i n f o r m a t i v e  evening d i scuss ing  
spec ies found,and pee r i ng  down a microscope! a t  Brachyscme achenes. i 

may I comment t h a t  be ing  w i t h  a group o f  people a l l  sha r i ng  a common i n t e r e s t ,  ! 
made t h e  l e a r n i n g  o f  names and understanding o f  b o t a n i c a l  terms so  much easier.  I 

i 
Sunday morning we walked t o  t h e  summit of Mt.Bul ler  l o o k i n g  f o r  a spec ies o f  

Braehyseme that had bean s p o t t e d  the p rev ious  year, and was t h ~ u g h t  t o  bs  t h e  t r u e  form 
OF 8 ,  r lg idv la*  Severa l  members had purchased p l a n t s  from Nurser ies  i n  p rev ious  years . 
l a b e l l e d  8, rigidula,  but Mauree,n & Judy P e l t  they were a p i n k  rorm o f  B. m u l t i f i d a .  i 

(Th is  was l a t e r  proven co r rec t ) .  
I 

We were pleased t o  f i n d  t h e  f lowers  were ou t  i n  abundance, no c a t t l e  here, and 148 

q u i c k l y  ascended t h e  s lopss  go ing  from one sp lash  o f  co lou r  t o  t h e  next. The mountain 
Gent ian  ( g e n t i a n e l l a  diemensis) ldas i n  f l owe r  o f f e r i n g  a s o f t  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  b r i g h t  [ 
t r a f f i c  l i g h t  yel lotd o f  t h e  g l obu la r  heads o f  t h e  numerous Oraspedias. Ce lmls ias  were . 
a l s o  found, and a l though most had f i n i s h e d  f lower ing ,  a f l s w  h a d  p a t i e n t l y  wa i ted  f o r  us 
t o  a r r i v e  be fo re  t h e i r  p e t a l s  w i l t e d  and seed was s e t  ready f o r  another year. Once 

I 
aga in  they  were found growing s h e l t e r e d  amongst t h e  rocks. A thought  t o  keep i n  mind 
i f  one t r i e s  t o  grow these  beaut ies  i n  t h e  home garden. 

-- 
Along t h e  r i d g e  u s  were d e l i g h t e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  Brachyscome we had come search ing  f o r .  . 

We were f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  o b t a i n  a l i t t l e  r i p e  seed t o  i den t i f ' y ,  and c o n f i r m  t h e  doubts 
t h a t  had a r i s e n  over t h i s  species. 

i f 
Hel ip terum a lb i cans  was found on t h e  s l opss  ( a l s o  H a l i c h r y ~ u m  smi-pappo~um.) ,so 

d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  f ~ r m  I had seen g rou ing  a t  terdsrbgrg Gorgs l a s t  yRar. The p i i u l a r  
heads were much l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  species from Lerderbsrg, The faLiag6 a so f t  gray and 
tomentose, a sharp c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  dark  green linear leaves o f  tho Lerderberg  Gorge form. 
The d i v e r s i t y  o f  forms i n  t h i s  species.  provas hohl adaptable t h i ~  p a r t i c u l a r  ganus - has 
become t o  i t s  s p e c i f i c  environments. 

The abundance o f  f l owe rs  i n  t h i a  area made us become q u i t e  blase, and where e a r l i e r  
we m ~ s  e n t h r a l l e d  a t  minor  shows o f  co lour ,  we now walked p a d w i t h o u t  a second glance. 
Shy ly  p r o t r u d i n g  from beneath t h e  rocks  he found Brachyscome n i v a l i s ,  a l though n o t  ! n 
f l owe r  we were f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  f o l i a !  19 enab l ing  us t o  recogniae it. 1 

I n  t h e  af ternoon we ventured t o  the arsa near C o t f l e r s  Restaurant  u h e b  uracnyscome 
scap igera  was found growing i n  boggy grourrd, a l s o  l l l i c rocer is ,  Craspedias, Yah 
Hs l i ch ryaun  hooker i ,  acuminatum, P ros tan ths ra  cuneate and Baeckea gunniam, a 
combining t o  make na tu res  p a i n t  p a l l e t ,  splashee of c o l o u ~  everylldhere. 

A p l a n t  I became very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n  t 
aromat ic  species t h a t  h e a v i l y  scented t h e  a i  
t h e  perfume. 

Baeckea gunnl 
i t  very  hard  - 

The ~ l a r  t h i s  area were teeming w i t h  b u t t e r f l i e s  and - i  
u r i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  our a l p i n e  p lan ts .  

Lana, a 
t o  s t 0  

p o l l i n a t i k g  2 

Ths most spec tacu la r  s i g h t  o f  t h e  whole week-end Mas a c l i f P  face  abso lu te l y  
smothered i n  t h s  saFt grey f o l i a g e  o f  He l ip te rum a lb icans,  and t o  be p r i v i l e g e d  t o  
have wi tnessed First hand t h e  magn i f i cen t  s i g h t  o f  those thousancfs o f  b r i g h t  y e l l o w  

r f l owe r  headsnaaisnd onr! t h e  p lan ts ,  made me come away even more d e t e r m h s d  t o  e n t i c e  
f e l l o w  5,C.R. berm grow these beau t i e  tn up suburbia. i 

Thank you N e i l  f o r  l e a d i n g  t h e  pack up a 
fo rward  t o  many more mounta in  t r e k s  i n  t h e  f u  

CORRECT I OW NOT1 CE t 

Page 3 o f  Novu b ~ d ~ l e t t  nbsr Ne it l i n e  

"The f lower  heads a re  J7-25 mm i n  

( W O  w i l l  make a f o r t u n e  ,*hen we car 

NEW MEmBER: 

We wish t o  welcome m/s. M.A. Beck i  
r s  r new member o f  t h e  Group. 

IS and I 

. P l l  

hose m 
OF,, th, 

t s r .  t o  

5r and not 19-25 cm 

them t h i s  s i r e ] .  

Road, 

;Q, and 
.USittb' 

one N.I 



GERM1 NATI ON TRIALS 'JITH HEL IPTEQUM SPLENDIDUM: JOHN PHILP 

I n  t h e  a r i d  reg ions  o f  Western A u s t r a l i a ,  r a i n  f a l l s  i n  r a t h e r  heavy b u t  sporad ic  
showers. Consequently, t h e  growth o f  ephemeral s ~ e c i e s l  &curs d u r i n g  per iods  oP 
heavy mo i s tu re  content,  and is completed q u i c k l y  w i t h  t e e  d i s p e r s a l  o f  seed. 

Mot t  (1973) has suggested t h a t  t h i s  seed i s  always / e v i d e n t  on t h e  s o i l  s u r f a c e  
and ge rm ina t i on  u s u a l l y  occurs a t  t h e  s o i l / a i r  i n t e r f a d . "  'In fac t ,  many seeds e.g., 

I 

Halipterm c r a s p ~ d i o l d e a  have an o b l i g a t e  requi rement  o f  l i g h t  f o r  germina t ion  (matt 1972). 
Where t h e  s o i l  and a i r  meet, b o t h  mo i s tu re  and humid i t y iex t remes ex i s t ,  which may bs  
enhanced by sur face l i t t e r .  Th is  i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  impor iancd  i n  t h e  estab l ishment  of 
young seed l i ngs  and t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o i l  su r f ace :  by t h e  young root .  

Sedgley (1963) and Harpar h Benton (1956) have shokn t h a t  ge rm ina t i on  i s  improved 
when a g r v a t e r  su r face  a rsa  VRFJ i n  c o n t ~ c t  w i t h  t h e  sub t r a t e .  C e r t a i n  spec ies  possess 
adapta t ions  ldhlch improve t h e i r  s o i l  con tac t ,  us i ng  mec a n i c a l  moans such as m u c i l ~ l g e  ' 

o r  h a i r s .  For examplet- 
i: 
I .  ". 

Helipterum crasped io ides  produces a muci lage l a y e r  ub t o  2 mom. t h i c k  a f t e r  we t t ing ;  
. . ,  

Helichrysurn cassiniandm has h a i r s  up t o  5mm. i n  l e n g t h  "h ich  spreed ou t  when wet. 

B o t h  o f  these c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  have t h e  e f f e c t  o f  h o l d i n g  t h e  seeds onto t h e  s o i l  
su r face  i n  t h e  h i g h l y  humid s o i l / a i r  i n t e r f a c e .  

Without being buried, t h e  seed has l i t t l e  a b i l i t y  a t  imb ib i ng  water f o r  germinat ion. 

- .  . robably,  h a i r s  and t h e  f l u f f y  pappus h e l p  t h e  seed aw$y..from Jnadsquate maistura, 
t h s r e f o r ~ ,  negat ing ge rm ina t i on  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  . Light rain may not be s u f f i c i ~ n t  t o  
complete ly  f l a t t e n  seed on to  the surface, and certainly 1d0u1dnf t add to t h e  s o i l  water 
content.  However, I f  heavy ra in  should f a l l ,  not  only would t h e  sued come i n t o  closer 
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  s o i l ,  b u t  enough mois tu re  wauld be made a v a i l a b l e  Co ensurw that t h e  
germinated seed could reach m a t u r i t y  a d  s e t  seed f o r  f u t u r e  - seasons. 

P r i o r  t o  read ing  t h e  a r t i c l e s  by mott, I had atterhpted t o  germinate Haliptarurn 
splendidurn us ing  a method whereby t h e  papnus was removed and t h e  seed coa t  inc ised .  
T h i s  a l lowed a s i x - f o l d  improvement i n  ge rm ina t i on  over peeled seeds and unpeeled seeds. 

1 

D e t a l l s  o f  sxparirnent :- 

In H e l i p t e r m  s o ~ s n d i d u m  Seed bank ,(1982) Seed edium - sand, brown coal ,  scor ia ,  
l i g n i k e ,  t r a c e  elements, potash, hoof & 
horn. 

Sowing da te  12/09/02 - Germinat ion da te  17/09/82' 

50 un t rea ted  covered seed .. 0 The sjeeds were watered w i t h  R idom i l  
50 peeled !I (I .. .. 1 solut l ion.  -.. . 
S O  peeled & i n c i s e d  " 0. .. 6 I - 
An impor tan t  p o i n t  t o  make here  i s  t h a t  i n c i s i o n  ,may have damaged t h e  embryo o r  

encouraged i n f e c t i o n .  many o f  t h e  seed l i ngs  have shdwn some deformity, Perhaps t h i s  
c o u l d  be due t o  seed immatur i ty .  

1 

A f t e r  cons ide ra t i on  of  mo t t ' s  a r t i c l e s ,  I decide d t o  , .  i n c o r p o r a t e  . i n  an exper iment . 
t h e  combinat ion o f  heavy wate r ing  and l i g h t .  I 

D e t a i l s :  Three t r i a l s  were s e t  up:- I 
I 

u n t r ea ted  and b u r i e d  seed; 1 
peeled, unbur ied seed; 
un t rea ted  seed pressed on t h e  surface. . . .  

To p e e l  t h e  seed, t h d  pabpus was removed by grasbing - t h e  seed between t h e  thumb 
and f o r e f i n g e r  o f  each hand and s imp ly  p u l l i n g  a p a r t .  The brown k e r n e l  can t h e n  be 
e a s i l y  separated from t h e  remain ing coa t  fragments. I 

I 
H igh mo is tu re  con ten t  was mainta ined us ing  i n t e r  i t t e n t  m i s t ,  the re fo re ,  t h e  

s u r f a c e  was permanently wet. The con ta ine rs  were t i n  an unheated greenhouse. 

Germinat ion r e s u l t e d  a f t e r  5-7 days i n  a l l  b u t  t h e  b u r i e d  sesd. Peeled, unbur ied 
seed showed t h e  bes t  germinat ion, Sporadic seed l ings  a re  s t i l l  a p ~ e a r i n g .  

I 
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LANDSCRPI NG: 

A l l a n  F o s t e r  from Sydney h a s  a d v i s e d  t h a t  h i s  most s u c c e s s f u l  s e s d l i n g s  from l a s t  
y e a r  v n r e  Helichrygum b r a c t e a t u m ,  d a v e n p o r t i i ,  He l ip t s rum splendidurn and Brachyscome 
i b e r i d i f o l i a .  He a d m i t s ,  holqever, t h a t  when p l a n t i n g  o u t  h e  made t h e  m i s t a k e  of  
n o t  p l a n t i n g  i n  d r i f t s ,  t h u s  l e s s e n i n g  t h e i r  e f f e c t ,  and v i l l  p l a n t  more c l o s e l y  
t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  f u t u r s .  

A l l a n  h a s  been  u s i n g  t h ~  o l d  s t a n d b y s  i n  h i s  l a n d s c a p i n g  work, i.9. Hel ichrysum 
, 

b r a c t e a t u m ,  Rrachyscome m u l t i f i d a  and a n g u s t i f o l i a ,  a s  t h e y  .are t h e  ones  most  commonly 
- asked  f o r .  He r e c e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  b o t h  Brachyscome c i l i a r i s  var .  l a n u g i n o s a  and 

Hel ichrysum d a v e n p o r t i i  i n  a p l a n t i n g  and r e c e i v e d  a  v e r y  f a v o u r a b l e  r e a c t i o n .  
When h i s  knowledge and e x p e r i e n c e  O F  t h e  A s t ~ r a c e a e  f a m i l y  inczreases ,  h e  hopes  t o  
i n t r o d u c e  many more. 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  A l l a n  f o r  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  o the ' r  v a r i e t i e s  i n  your l a n d s c a p i n g  
~ ~ o r k ,  and t h a n k  you f o r  l e t t i n g  us  know o f  your r o s u l t s .  

fire o t h e r  l a n d s c e p e r s  i n  t h e  Group t r y i n g  a n y t h i n g  d i f  fe re ln t  u i t h  s u c c e s s ?  

PL!ANT FOR THE MONTH OF M A R C H  

As I have  o n l y  b e e n  growing Brachyscome h e t s r o d o n t a  f o r  t h e  p a s t  s i x  months ,  
l o s i n g  my b e s t  spec imen w h i l s t  away a t  Xmas, I have  been  u n a b l e  t o  g a t h e r  a s  much 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a3 I would l i k e .  However, Judy h a s  k i n d l y  providlsd me w i t h  some d a t a  
on h e r  p l a n t s ,  and I w i l l  combine h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w i t h  mine t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

Seed o r i g i n a l l y  came from John C o l v i l l  ( 'd .R. )  w i t h  a  n o t e  s a y i n g  t h a t  it had 
been  c o l l e c t e d  i n  P o r t  nugus t a ,  S.R., b u t  remained unnamed due  t o  l o s t  r e c o r d s .  
members i n  Melbourne were  d e l i g h t e d  t o  be g i v e n  a n o t h e r  s p n c i e s  t o  i d e n t i F y ,  and 
a t  t h e i r  'Microscope '  n i g h t  found no t r o u b l e  i n  rmcognib ing  i t  a s  "Brachyscome 
h e t e r o d o n t a "  ( ~ o b e d - s e e d  d a i s y )  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a f  s'hape o f  t h e  achene.  
As i t  c a n  grow t o  a h e i g h t  a f  9 0  cm. i t  is a l s o  known a s ' t h e ' " f ' a 1 1  w h i t e  da i sy" .  

I had onm p l a n t  t h a t   so doinq  n x c s p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  i n  t h n ,  ga~rdon ,  b s o r i n q  mnnqeo 
of  blooms 2-23 cm. i n  diam, when i t  began  t o  droou and baeorns s t r a g g l y .  I d a c i d e d  
t o  p r u n e  r a t h e r  h e a v i l y ,  h o ~ i n g  For a r e g e n e r a t i o n  of growth from t h e  b i s e ,  and much 
t o  my h o r r o r  t h o  p l e n t  d i d n ' t  r e c o v e r .  My o n l y  o t h e r  p l a n t  i s  growing i n  a  l a r g e  
p o t  and no t  l o o k i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  we l l .  Flowmrs a r e  much s m a l l e r  1-14 cm. i n  dlarn. 

B o t a n i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n :  

Weakly arect perennia l  t o  90 ern. b r a n c h i n g  from t h s  bass, (1 do not  fael c o n f i d a n t  
in saying that Tt is a perennial,  LS may m o v e  o t h e r w f s s ) .  Light  g r e e n  leaves are 
v a r i a b l a ,  all sessi l~,  Those  Qurthsst  Pram the f l o w s r  hsad m o s t l y  have three pointyd 
t s s t h  a t  the apex, and are  variously p i n n a t i f i d  1.5 - 5 cm. l o n g  x 3-6 m.m. wfds .  



Nearer  t o  t h e  i n v o l u c r s  t h e  l e a v q s  become l i n e a r  w i t h  a c u t e  t i p s  and 1-1.5 cm. 
long .  The l a s t  was 5 m o m .  long ,  l i n e a r  l a n c e o l a t e -  and may h a v e  beon a  stem b r a c t .  
Under t h e  monocular  t h e  uppe r  s u r f a c e s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  p i t t e d ,  b u t  n o t  h a i r y .  The 
lower  s u r f a c e s  have  a few t a n g l s d  h a i r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o n  t h e  mid-r ib.  The younger 

I .. l s a v e s  d o  have  more h a i r s  on h o t h  s u r f a c e s .  

I I n v o l u c r e  i s  h e m i s p h e r i c a l .  R e c e p t a c l e  is l a r g s ,  convex ,  h o m i s p h o r i c a l .  
Stems a r e  w h i t e ,  w o o l l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  vhen  young. ! 

Broad wings o f  a c h e n a s  a r e  i r r e g u l a r ,  d e e p l y  d i d s e c t e d  and b l u n t l y  l o b e d ;  t h s y  
a r e  brown, f l a t t e n e d ,  approx .  3-4 m.m. l o n g  and a l m d s t  a s  u ide .  Pappus is  conspicuouc  

, * ... 
C u l t i v a t i o n  no te s :  I 

Seed qown 25.5.52 g e r m i n a t e d  a f te r  13 days, wi th  t h e  m a j o r i t y  cominq UD i n  22 days. 
S e ~ d l i n g s  were t r a n s ~ l a n t e d  i n t o  5 em. not3 o n  20.7.92 and i n t o  t h e  g a r d e n  by t h e  
end of nugus t .  i n a i l s  and s l u g s  had a f q a s t  and I: was l e f t  ld i th  o n l y  two which  I ther  
baited w e l l ,  1 have n o t  t r i d  p r o p a g a t i n o  from c u t t i n g s ,  b u t  it s h o u l d  b e  e a s y  l i k e  
most  Rrachyscomes. 

Bo th  my p l a n t s  seemed t o  p r e f e r  p a r t  s h a d e ,  b u t t h i s  c o u l d  b e  d u e  t o  e x t r e m e  h e a t  
I - i n  Melbourne t h i s  summar. 

F l o w e r i n g  s terns a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  b e i n g  e a t e n  c a u s i n g  them t o  droop.  1 c a n ' t  f i n d  
any g r u b  o r  i n s e c t  b u t  Pyre thrum s p r a y  nosds  t o  b e  b e d  r e g u l a r l y .  

I t  i s  well lltorthy of  c u l t i v a t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  l o n g  f l o w + r i n g  p e r i o d  i rom s o r i n g  
u n t i l  autumn, and c a n  b e  q u i t s  showy vhen  i n  f lower .  

Accord ing  t o  Dr. Willis, Brachyscome m a r g i n a t a  v a r .  c h r y s d g l d s s a  d i f f e r s  from 
t y p i c a l  0 .  h c t e r o d o n t a  o n l y  i n  i ts  b r i g h t  orange-ye l lo ld  ( n o t  w h i t e )  r a y  f l o r e t s ,  
a c h a r a c t e r  u n i q u e  i n  t h i s  qenus.  

Rrachyscome h o t e r o d o n t a  c a n  b e  found g rowing  thkoughou t  Wes te rn  V i c t o r i a ,  N.S.Id., 
R.C.T., Old., & S.A. m a i n l y  i n  open  a r e a s  o r  gress l lend .  

I 
Maureen 

J u d y ' s  comments on  h e r  t h r e e  p l a n t s  a r e  a s  fol lows:/-  

Beds a l l  e n r i c h e d  w i t h  compost  and manure.  dl i n -  s u n  a t  l s a s t  p a r t  o f  day. 

1. 45  x 9 0  cm. P l a n t e d  i n  e a r l y  Oc tobe r ,  1482. Very open  and s t r a g g l y  flow.. 
Needs c u t t i n g  back. Sun a l l  day e x c e p t  qid-day.  F lowered  from e a r l y  
November t o  l a t e  January .  

2. 51 x  SO cm. P l a n t e d  i n  l a t e  Oc tobe r ,  1982. (1" December 23 x 5 4  cm.) ' 

Very s p a r s e .  S i m i l a r  p o g i t i o n  t o  (1) buq s l l ~ b t l y  more shaded .  F lowered  
l a t e  November t o  e a r l y  February .  

I 

3. 3 6  x  70 cm. P l a n t e d  Nov. 1982 ( I n  ~ e c e m d e r  27 x  2 0  cm.) Nice u p r i g h t  
form a t  f i r s t ,  becominq s t r a g g l y  a s  i t  g r  w s .  A f t e r n o o n  sun.  F lo~l rered  
l a t e  J a n u a r y  t o  F e b r u a r y  1 6 t h  (may g o  o n  l o n g e r ) .  

I 
Brachyscome h o t e r o d o n t a  ( 1 )   ma t h e  most  s u c c n q s f u l ,  . P r o b a b l y  s h o u l d  b e  p l a n t e d  

i n  ~ u g u s t / S e p t e m b e r  f o r  b a s t  r e s u l t s .  Shou ld  we 4 i p  p r u n e  f o r  a d h i l e  - a f t e r  p l a n t i n g  
t o  make it bush a  b i t ?  I t  seams l i k e  a  good i n t e i m i n g l i n g  p l a n t .  

Seed  Sown; 24.7.02 

G e r m i n d t i o n  timer 2 0  d a y s  (4 s e e d l i n g s  - Didh ' t  c o u n t  how many sown) 
I 

Flower:  I n  F e b r u a r y ,  when i t  seems$ t d  b e  g e t t i n g  s m a l l e r  - 1.8 cm.diam. 

Disc .  8  mom.  diam. a :  5  m.rn.long Flower s t a l k :  6 cm. 

No.Rays: 34 I 

+ I  
No. i n v o l u c r a l  b r a c t s  - 194 B r a c t s  a r e  w h i t e  wool ly .  

Judy Barker 
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POETS C O R N E R  : 

de went t o  Mount B u l l e r  wi th  g l e e ,  
The As te raceae  t o  s e e .  

Found l o t s  of Brachyscomes 
UP i n  t h e i r  happy homes 

And t a l k e d  of them in te rminab ly !  

We s t a y e , i  a t  Mount 8 u l l s r  a l l  n i g h t ,  
The Lodge was a  b i t  of a l l  r i g h t !  

The d a i s i e s  c o l l e c t e d  
idere promptly d i s s e c t e d  

And s t u d i e d  by mic roscope- l igh t .  

irle cl imbed up Mount B u l l c r  next  day, 
Through d a i s i e s  i n  l o v e l y  a r r a y ,  

To. t h e  music o f  b i r d s  
And Maureen's swea t  words 

"Here's a PINK one! Come qu ick ly  t h i s  way!". 
... 

And now it 's t h e  day t o  go home, 
One l a s t  t i m e  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a i s i e s  we roam. 

The ~ e l i p t e r u m s  g o l d  
fire swee t  p a i n  t o  behold ,  

And we s i g h  over  each Brachyscome. 

We've s h a r e d  f u n  and f r e s h  a i r  w i t h  each f r i e n d  - 
T h i s  C A N ' T  be  t h e  whole s t o r y ' s  end. 

With our  oldn ga rden  f l o w e r s  
We'll c r e a t e  bushland bowers 

A 9  our though t s  t o  t h o s e  mountains ascend. 

fU0SCRXPTLOhlS - $2.00 PEfi YEA?. 

R e c e i p t  i s  ackno~dle,-lged of t h e  follollring s u b s c r i p t i o n s  f a r  1982:- 

R.R.O. & m.J. Turne r  1982 and 1983 
S.G.4 .Po ( V i c t o r i a n  ~ e g i . o n )  
Ross F i e l d  
Eunice  & C y r i l  F i e l d  
L e i l a  Huebner 
P r i s s y  m a r t i n  (1983) 

D ONATI  ONS : 

S i n c e r e  thanks  t o  V i c t o r i a n  Region f o r  t h i s  dona t ion .  
- . -  ' Very much a p p r e c i a t e d .  - 

S l i d e s  & ~ d r a w i n q s  Thank you Bob f o r  your d e l i g h t f u l  Brachyscome s l i d e s .  
and drawings. Bob has  a l s o  commencsd drawing a l l  t h e  

. ' Brachyscome achenes  which a d i l l  g r e a t l y  a s s i s t  us w i t h  
i d s n t i f i c a t i b n  of t h i s  ganus. Copir?s o f  - t h e s e  drawings  
w i l l  he a v a i l a b l e  t o  members when ,completed.  . . 

S l i d e s  Thank you once a g a i n  Judy f o r  t h e  e x t r a  s l i d e s  and box 
t o  s t o r e  them i n .  

We ~lrould l i k e  t o  ex tend  our  d e e p e s t  sympathy t o  Judy I n  t h e  recent 1099 of .. .. h e r  po the r .  

3udy and her Family ucrc also sPfscted by t h e  bush fires which destroyed t h e i r  
home a t  PlirsyTs Xnlet  on Ash hlednesday, I  t h i n k  i t  would ba a nice g e s t u r e  i f  
member3 could p u t  as ide  9 o m ~  plant* when propagating t o  halp  Judy  r e - e s t a b l i s h  her 
garden again at Airey's. Ids could a l s o  h e l p  any othnr membprs In t h e  5.G.A.P. who 
may have sufFzred t h rough  our d t v e s t e t i n q  bush Firas, 

IJe a l l ; . h o p e  L e i l a  Huebner i s  f e e l i n g  much b e t t e r  a f t e r  h e r  r e c e n t  o p e r a t i o n , '  
and wish  h e t  a  speedy recovery .  

3 have-rmalusd a lsttsr Prom Gladys Holmes (~eader,  malaleuca Study Group) 
rsquesting me t o  thank mmbers o f  t h s  B/H Study  Group for t h e i r  gsnarosity in 
contributing t a  the Baok Fund Tasm'anian Region set  up t o  r e p l a c e  har books l o s t  in 
a f l r a .  You w t 1 1  all bn plsassd t a  know t ha t  t h e  Fund was a great  s u c c e s s  and m o s t  
o f  her books have now bean r t e l a e e d ,  

COLLECT1 ON OF BRACHYSCOfflE SEED: 

I n  Newsle t ter  No.1, I  promised t o  a d v i s e  i n  a  l a t e r  i s s u e  how tb c o l l e c t  
Brachyscome seed ,  mecause I had found t h a t  w i t h  some s p e c i e s ,  i t  is not  a s  easy  a s  
i t  looks .  I  have o f t e n  had t o  t i e  paper  bags  around t h e  head s o  I  wouldn ' t  miss it. 

-. . 
. . 



Find ing  mature s e e d  seems t o  be  ano the r  p r o b l m  with  t h i s  spec ies .  A t  one  
3 t a g e  I found I Idas c o l l e c t i n g  d r i e l  d i s c  f l o r e t s ,  but  am happy  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  I 
have improved a  l i t t l e  s i n c e  then. Hope t h e  f o l l o u i h g  dr-awing and a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  
by Bob mylius w i l l  a s s i s t  mem5srs who a r e  not  o x p e r i e m e d  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  seed:- 

- -. - - 

6 r o c t ~  
I 

c 

COLLECTION OF SEED, - BOB M Y L I U S  
1 

Daisy s e e d  is easy t o  c o l l e c t .  The s e e d  is c a l l e d  a n  achene  and u s u a l l y  has  

a f e a t h e r y  pappus ( r e f e r  F ig  3) a t t a c h e d  t o  i t  which a s s i s t s  i t  i n  i ts d i s p e r s a l  
by t h e  wind. The w e l l  known parachu tes  of  d a n d e l i o n s  a r e  t y p i c a l .  

dhen t h e  achsnes  become l o o s 5  a t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  f lower  .. .... head,  t h o  seed  is 

m a t u r e  and ready t o  c o l l e c t  ( r e f e r  F ig  1 ) .  



T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  p o i n t s  t o  c o n s i d e r  when c o l l e c t i n g  seed:- 

F i r s t ,  t a k e  c a r e  t h a t  t h e  dead f l o r e t s  a r e  n o t  m i s t a k e n l y  c o l l e c t s d  
i n s t e a d  of seed .  More l i k e l y  t o  occur  when t h e  achena has  l i t t l e  o r  nd 
pappus. For example t h e  8rachyscomes ( r e f e r  F i g  2) .  

Secondly ,  l o  n o t  c o l l e c t  s e e 4  i n  wet weather  o r  j u s t  a f t e r  r a i n .  I t  
r e a d i l y  r e t a i n s  m o i s t u r e  and thm s e e d  w i l l  h e  q u i c k l y  d e s t r o y e d  by fungus. 
I f  t h e  s e e d  is p o s s i b l y  damp s p r e a d  it o u t  t o  d r y  a s  s o o n  a s  ~ o s s i b l e .  

T h i r d l y ,  s e e d s  of many As t ecacsas p l a n t s  a r e  a t  t ackad by c a t e r p i l l a r s .  
The p a i n t ~ d  lady butterFly (Vannassa k e r s h a w i i )  l a y s  h e r  eggs i n  t h e  
flownr heads vhars a f t e r  hatching t h e  c a t e r p i l l a r s  e a t  t h e  send.  I f  
Flower haads are cullected, s e p a r a t e  t h e  s e e d  beform s t o r a g e  and d u s t  
w i t h  a n  i n s a c t i c i d e .  

SEED BANK: 

Hereunder is a l ist o f  s e e d  a t  p r e s e n t  i n  our  Seed Bank:- . . 

Bel l ida  graminaa;  
Brachyscma a c u l e a t a ,  c i l i a r i s  var .  b rachyg lossa ,  c i l i a r i s  var .  l a n u g i n o s a ,  

h a t s r o - t o n t a ,  i b e r i d i f o l i a ,  n i v a l i s ,  r i g i d u l a ,  s c a p i g e r a ,  
u l i g i n o s a ;  

Calutis unnamed s p e c i a s ;  
C e l m i s i a  3P. ; 
Cephal ia tarum drummondii; 

. -- Crascrtdia g l a u c a ,  g lobosa ;  
He1 i c h r y s u m  apicula turn ,  h a x t e r i ,  b rac tea tum gold  (small Flowersd form), 

l a r g c  wh i te ,  l ime , .p ink ,  orange, g o l d  colours, cass inisnvm,  
d a u a n p o r t i i ,  dsndroidaurn, h o o k e r i ,  l i n d l e y l i ,  obcordatum, 
a b t u s i f o l i u m ,  s c o r p i o i d ~ s ,  sacund i f lo rum,  subulifolium; 

Hel i~ ta run  albicans (mt. B u l l  er form), alhicans ssp.albicam var. albicans, 
anthomoides,  craspedioidas,  humboldtianurn, manglssf i, roseurn, . . 
strietum, venusturn: 

Laatorrhynehas sP.  t 
microsaris s c a p i g e r a ;  
Dl cari a a s t e r o t r i c h a ,  g l u t i n o s a ,  iodochroa ,  myrs ino ides ,  phlogopappa mauve, 

dwarf whi t e ,  p i m e l i o i d e s ,  t s n u i f o l i a ,  sp. Tas.; 
Podalepis r o b u s t a .  

Thank you t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m m b e r s  f o r  t h e i r  d o n a t i o n  o f  seed:- 

Nancy Frueden tha l ,  Bob Mylius,  Judy Barke r ,  Joy Cook. 

S i n c e r e  thanks  t o  a l l  members who have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  News le t t e r  and I would 
l i k e  t o  h e a r  from many more members. .with items f o r  f u t u r e '  Newslettars. , *. 

Havm 2 Happy Easter. 

/I11 co r respondence  s h o u l d  be a d d r e s s e d  to:- Mrs. Maureen Schaumann, 
88 Albany D r i v e ,  - 

a FULGRAVE. 3170 

Reques t s  f o r  s e e d  e n c l o s i n g  stamped s e l f -  
a d j r e s s e d  envelope  t o t -  

Mrs. 30y CoQk, 
2 Lotus C r e s c e n t ,  
MULGRRVE. - 3170 



- 
Seed o r  c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Brachyscomss is  a v a i l a b l e  upon 

r e q u e s t : -  

Brachyscome a c u l e a t a  ( syn .  6. s c a p i f o r m i s )  
11 a n g u s t i  f o l i a  
?I b a s a l t i c a  v a r .  g r a c i l i s  
I t  c i l i a r i s  war. b r a c h y g l o s s a  
II II " l a n u g i n o s a  
11 g r a m i n ~ a  
11 h g t e r o d o n t a  (syn.  8. m a r g i n a t a ,  8. c a ~ o c a r ~ a )  
I 1  i b e r i d i f n l i a  
11 sp .  a f  f.  melanoca rpa  
11 m u l t i f i d a  ( f i n e  l e a f  form, c o a r s e  l e a k  form,  Nauvn l i g h t  
11 II v a r i e t y  d i l a t a t a  . .. , 

11 I - 
n i v a l i s  

11 p a r v u l a  
11 r e a d e r i  ( ~ n n u a l )  
11 r i g i d u l a  
I I s c a ~ i g e r a  
11 u l i g i n o s a  ( ~ n n u a l )  

. . 

& d a r k ,  w h i t c  

11 Unnamed s p e c i e s  from Nenindee  

Stamped s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  e n v e l o p e  is r e q u i r e d  v i  t h  any r e q u e s t  f o r  s e e d .  
Any member r e q u i r i n g  c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l  must  b s a r  c o q t  o f  pos t age .  

Sesd  o r  c u t t i n g  m a t e r i a l  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Brachyscomes i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  
expand o u r  kno~o ledge  o f  t h i s  genus.  Can anybody h e l p ?  P o s t a g e  c o s t s  w i l l  b e  
c o v e r e d  by t h e  Group. 

Brachyscome 
11 

1 

11 

I 1  

I 1  

I I 

I 1  

11 

I I 

1 I 

II 

I 1  

I 1  

I I 

11 

I I 

11 

I 1  

I t  

II 

I I 

11 

11 

19 

11 

II 

11 

n 

11 

b a s a l t i c a  - P e r e n n i a l  - Old. N.S.W., V i c e  Sari* 
b l a c k i i  11 - W.A. ,  NOT., 5.A. 

campy loca rpa  Annual - S.A., Old. , N-S*'d= 
c a r d i 0 c a r p . a  P e r e n n i a l  - N.S.W. , V i c e ,  S-A., T a s *  
c h e i l o c a r p a  " - W.A.  
c i l i o c a r p s  Annual - Old., N.S.W-9 hf- f l*  
c u r v i c a r p a  I! - Qld .  
d e b i  l i s  P e r e n n i a l  - S.A., Vic., N.S.W. 
d o c i p i a n s  P e r e n n i a l  - N.S.ld., Vie., Ta3*,  

d i v e r s i f o l i a  " - Old., N.S.W., Vic. , -TaS. 5.A. 
e x i l i s  Annual - S.A., Vice, N.S.W. 
g l an r ju los  a  I I - W.A. 
g o n i o c a r p a  I I - IJld., N.S.W., Vic. , S.R., ~ . A o  
l a t i s q u a m e a  - W.A. 
l i n e a r i l o b a  " - N.S.W., Vice, 5.A. U.A., NOT. 
l e p t o c a r p a  11 - S.A., V i c . 9  N.S.iJ. 

m i c r o c a r p a  P e r e n n i a l  - Old., N.5.W. 
m u e l l e r i  Annual - S.A. 
o b o b a t a  P s r e n n i a l  - Vic., N.SoW* 
o n c o c a r p a  Annual - W.A. 

II 
- .  

p e r p u s i l l a  - S.A., Vic.,  'J.R., 
p u s i l l a  11 - W.R. 

r a d i c a n s  P e r e n n i a l  - N.S.W., V i c . 9  T a s =  
sogmen tosa  I! - N.S.W. ( ~ o r d  Hollre I ~ l a n d )  
s t o l o n i f o r a  I' - N.S.W. 
t a t s i  I f  - S.A., W.A. 

t e n u i s c a p a  w - N.S.W., Vie.: Tas. 

t osquorum l~ - U.A., NOT., a.4., Q l d .  

t s t r a p t e r o c a r p a  " - Q l d o  
t r a c h y c a r p a  " - S.A. 




