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aeedbank has expanded so I will list the contents, 
Calothamnus chrysantherus, gilesii,graniticus var 

leptophyllus, homolophyllus, a prostrate form of 
homolophyllus, pinifolius, quadrifidus (including 
some of a very floriferous form), rupestris, 
torulosus var lsptophyllus, validus, villosus, 

f anyone would like some seed send me a self 
ssed, stamped envelope with your request, 

1 have mid before, Calothamnus are easily 
propogated from seed, but one thing 1 noticed 
this spring, slugs simply love the very young 

plants, Lo it pays to have a bit of snail bait 

From the reports 1 have received it would seem that 
just about any soils suit Calothamnus, except for the 

mixture af very heavy alluvial soils where there are extremely heavy 
frosts. In most cases wall grown Cdotha.mnu8 will recover after being 
frostbitten, but in the soil mentioned above frostbite is generdly 

fatal, nctualLy Malcolm said that the Coreatry Commission Nursery at 
Dubbo had trouble growing ~alothamnus in river loam, even with 50% 
sand. &ay have Lalothamnus gilesii, villosus, quadriridus & chrysantb 
e m s  growing very well in red sandy loam, 

V a l  has been having the same trouble aa we have had at our Arboretum, 
rabbits! Unfortunately Val lost her C. homolophalua, but we wrapped 
the damaged stems with newspaper ar are seeing some nice new growth. 
iJe have also had success with old stockings. She has a new Calothsmnus, 

L, gsaniticus. which has soft bright green foliage. it has not flowered 
yet and 1 have not been able to find anything on this species, so if 

anyone has information on this one I would be pleased to hear. 

*nother thing that u a l  was wondering about was if her prostrate 
, quadriiidus would stay true to type if propogated by seed* Phi8 



r a t h e r  a t r i c k y  one, as sometimes t h e s e  forms w i l l  r e t a i n  t h e i r  p r o s w a l e  
h a b i t ,  but t h e  only way would be t o  grow them by c u t t i n g s ,  cut it would 

b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  t r y  t h e  seed, 

Bemember a  few n e w s l e t t e r s  ago Hhoda mentioned h e r  b e a u t i f u l  G.  quadr i f -  

, i d u s  which encouraged s o  many honeyeaters  t o  come c l o s e  t o  h e r  house'r' 
Unfor tunate ly  it grew a b i t  t o o  vigourously & had t o  be removed.But 

s h e  h a s  EL number of i t s  o f f s p r i n g  i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s  ac is  s h a r i n g  it w i t h  
u s  as she has  sent a. l a r g e  amount of seed f o r  t h e  seed  bank, I w i l l  

c e r t a i n l y  be t r y i n g  some. 

Cdlothamnus gibbosus .  (humped, swollenl  0.3-1 u x 1-2 m 
A dwarf,  spreading  shrub w i t h  r a t h e r  corky branches; l e a v e s  being 
about  8cm long ,  t e r e t e  ending i n  a f i n e ,  l o n g  pungent p o i n t ,  and being 
g landu la r .  b e  young growth i s  s i l k y .  Flowers which are a p a l e  r e d ,  
m e .  i n  s h o r t  onaaided s p i k e s ,  t h e  bases  i n  r a i s e d  corky stems, the 
stamina1 bundles ,of which t h e r e  are f i v e ,  a r e  a l l  n e a r l y  equa l ,  about  
2cm long.  he f ru i t s  a r e  embedded i n  t h e  corky stem, 

l 

 his is a more o r  l e s s  open shrub,  n o t  widely grown, It p r e f e r s  w e l l  
d r a i n e d  m i l  w i t h  p a r t i a l  o r  f u l l  sun. lt can t a k e  l i g h t  f r o s t s  oc some 
c o a s t a l  exposure. e i n g  p r i c k l y  it could be used a a  a p r o t e c t i v e  plant .  

Calathamnus ~ i l e s i i .   after u r n e s t  t i i l e s ,  1 9 t h  cen1:ury explorer .  r 

2-4 m x 2-4 m 
0 , r  

A n  u p r i g h t  -branched, open medium shrub,  branches g labrous  ( w i t h a t  h a i r s  J 

Leaves t o  2vcm long,  t e r e t e ,  ending i n  a long  f i n e  p o i n t ,  d s n s l y  gland- 
u l a r ,  k'lowers are i n  c l u s t e r s ,  g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  i n s i d e  t h e  shrub.CaLyx 
and p e t a l s  are g landu la r ,  t h e  5 s t amina l  bundles a r e  more o r  less equa l  

and are b r i g h t  r e d  wi th  golden a n t h e r s .  ne f r u i t  i s  g lobu la r ,  about  lcm 
w i t h  t h e  warty e r e c t  l o b e s  being r e t a i n e d .  
LL very  hardy s p e c i e s  w i t h  r e p o r t s  of showy Ik i n s i g n i f j . c a n t  f lowers.  
lt n a t u r a l l y  occurs  i n  very low r a i n f a l l  a r e a s ,  but has  proved adap tab le  
i n  many s o i l s  and c l i m a t i c  cond i t ions .  It i s  f r o s t  & drought hardy,  bu t  
can  be aff'e.cted by mildew i n  wet a reas .  u s e f u l  f o r  parks,  gardens,  
farms o r  roads ides ,  & w i t h  l i g h t  pruning is i d e a l  as a low windbreak o r  
s craen. 

~alothamnus gracilis. (slender) u.5-1 m x 1 m 

A dwarf shrub,  branches g labrous ,  l e a v e s  t o  1 V  cm long ,  t e r e t e ,  r i g i d ,  

e r e c t ,  g r e y i s h  green;  f l o w e r s  i n  onesided c l u s t e r s ,  the ca lyx  more o r  

less encased i n  t h e  stem, t h e  f i v e  s t amina l  bundle8 a re  about  equal ,  
t o  3 cm Long, w i t h  3-7 d a r k  r e d  f i l a m e n t s .  h e  f r u i t  is  g l o b u l a r ,  
a b o u t  u.7 cm, s l i g h t l y  immersed i n  the stem. 



x h i s  s p e c i e s  u s u a l l y  produces f lowers  spadmodically over  a long  
per iod .  I t  w i l l  grow b e s t  i n  f a i r l y  w e l l  d ra ined  s o i l ,  w i th  dappled 
shade,  p a r t i a l  o r  f u l l  sun. r o l e r a t e s  l i g h t  f r o s t s  and l i m i t e d  
water logging ,  aaybe t h i s  s p e c i e s  could be one t o  t o l e r a t e  heavy 
a l l u v i a l  a o i l s r  &st s u i t e d  t o  p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  gardens. 

clalothamnua homaloph.vllus, (even l eaved)  2-4 m x 2-4 m 
A much branched medium shrub,  branches g labrous  
Lwithout  hairs^; l e a v e s  t o  5 cm long,  very  v a r i a b l e  
i n  l e n g t h  and width,  flat, t h i c k ,  t a p e r i n g  t o  base  
o f t e n  b l u n t  t i p p e d  u s u a l l y  g lab rous ,  green,  
r l o w e r s  i n  onesidad c l u s t e r s  va ry ing  i n  l e n g t h ,  

f o u r  s tamina1 bundles  being n e a r l y  equa l ,  over  2.5cm 
l o n g ,  r i c h  red w i t h  g o l d  a n t h e r s ,  r a r e l y  whi te  o r  
yellow. +.mil: g l o b u l a r ,  a:bout u.7cm, smooth wi th  

', 2 va ry  t h i c k  lobes .  

x n  o u t s t a n d i n g  member of the  genus when i n  f lower ,  
lt w i l l  grow i n  most s o i l s ,  w i t h  p re fe rence  f o r  
p a r t i a l  or: full sun. ~ o l e r a t e a  l i g h t  f r o s t s  oc 

extended d r y  per iods .  . u s e f u l  f o r  gardens,  parks ,  
farma o r  roadsidea.  ~ i g h t  pruning  w i l l  c r e a t e  
dense growth f o r  windbreaks o r  s,creens.  h e  w h i t e  
o r  ye l low f lowered  forms combine w e l l  w i t h  t h e  

G , , o l h n m n , ~  h,,,nf~lt,phrllllr. x . 4 5  

commonly grown red form, ~ l l  we have t o  do is 
f i n d  propagating material 

I hope everyone has a very ple.asant ~ h r i s t m a s  and a l l  t h e  b e s t  wishes 

f o r  t h e  luew Y e a r .  md of course  a g r e a t  and s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r  of 
gardening.  

U1 the best.  




