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Laye s e n t  me some e x c e l l e n t  c u t t i n g s  of t h e  yellow f lowered 
Calothamnus q u a d r i f i d u s  and a very b e a u t i f u l  r ed  C. villosusm xhe 

c u t t i n g s  t r a v e l l e d  very we l l  as the  weather  had cooled off somewhat and 
l o o k  very hea l thy .  I f i n d  t h a t  c u t t i n g s  t aken  i n  l a t e  autumn o r  win te r  

a r e  more s u c c e s s f u l  f o r  me t h a n  those  i n  the  warmer months. I have a 

l a r g e  cold  frame which keeps t h e  f r o s t  away. 
1 s a w  a very i n t e r e s t i n g  experiment i n  the  l a t e  summer. a f r i e n d  had 

t o  d i g  out some n a t i v e  p l a n t s ,  i nc lud ing  a  Calothamnus t o r u l o s u s ,  a s  

she  was extending  h e r  p o t t e r y  shed. xhese were very  l a r g e ,  about 3 years  
o l d ,  s o  a s  t h e  backhoe was t h e r e  t o  l e v e l  the  s i t e ,  she asked t h e  oporat-  

o r  t o  d i g  a l a r g e  hole  f o r  each p l a n t  while  she pruned them severe ly .  

i o r e  than  h a l f  of t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  was taken off .  'l'he ho les  were f i l l e d  

with wa te r  then  each p l a n t  was dug out  w i t h  t h e '  backhoe & immediately 

pu t  i n t o  t h e  prepared hole .  ~ i f t e r  t h e  r e p l a n t i n g  t h e  f o l i a g e  was g e n t l y  

sprayed f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  day kk a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t imes  a  day f o r  t h e  nex t  
couple of weeks. ( I t  was very hot  weather)  UVithin a  month t h e  Calothamnus 
had put  out  masses of new s h o o t s  6~ t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h e  o t h e r s  (Hakea 

l a u r i n a  & s a l i c i f o l i a  & Dlielaleuca a r m i l l a r i s )  a r e  growing well1 
~ u r  seed bank is  t h e  same a s  f o r  our  l a s t  n e w s l e t t e r ,  but I w i l l  

a t t empt  t o  o b t a i n  some d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  before s p r i n g .  u f  course any 

dona t ions  of seed w i l l  be g r a t e f u l l y  accepted.  
I w i l l  s t a r t  t o  d e s c r i b e  some s p e c i e s  of Calothamnus, us ing  our  ~ l a n t  

r e p o r t  s h e e t s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  I rece ived  from t h e  Sydney 
- 

noyal bo tan ic  Gardens.Lhese may he lp  t o  i d e n t i f y  some p l a n t s .  

C a l o t h a m u s  a f ' f i n l s .  a f f i n i s  meaning r e l a t e d  o r  s i m i l a r .  

u.7-1.5 m x 1 - 2 m Flowering Sept-Apri l  

A low spreading  shrub;  branches g labrous ;  l e a v e s  t o  5  cm long ,  very 

narrow o r  t e s e t e ,  but  u s u a l l y  f l a t t e n e d ,  o i l  g lands  o f t e n  prominent, 

b lun t  o r  po in ted ,  young growth o f t e n  h a i r y ;  f lowers  i n  one s ided  c l u s t e r s  

formed by t i g h t  groups of t h r e e  f lowers  making a  sp ike  t o  12  cm long. 

These f l o w e r s  a r e  crimson t o  deep red  wi th  t h e  cay lx  tube buried i n  t h e  

stem; s tamina1 bundles 4 ,  about  2  cm long ;  capsule  g l o b u l a r  t o  0.5 cm 

t h e  base being buried i n  t h e  stem, 

Ne have no r e p o r t s  on t h i s  s p e c i e s  a s  it is  n o t  a  widely c u l t i v a t e d  

s p e c i e s .  It would be a s u i t a b l e  garden specimen, growing i n  most s o i l s  



i n  p a r t i a l  o r  f u l l  sun & withs tanding  extended moist  per iods .  I guess 

t h a t  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of seed would be t h e  l i m i t i n g  f a c t o r .  

The v a r i e t y  t e r e s  h a s  t e r e t e  l e a v e s  & t h e  v a r i e t y  longis tamineus  has  

stamens t o  3.5 cm long. 

Calothamnus asper .  a s p e r  meaning rough ( t h e  scabrous l e a v e s )  
Rough n e t  bush. 2-3m x  3-5m. &'lowering Sep t  - Dec 

=in e r e c t ,  much branched medium t o  l a r g e  shrub;  branches t h i c k ;  l e a v e s  

t o  2.5 cm x about  0.2 cm, l i n i a r ,  f l a t ,  r i g i d ,  scabrous,  b lun t  o r  po in ted j  

g r a d u a l l y  d iminish ing  i n  breadth  towards stem e n d , p i l o s e ( s p r i n k l e d  wi th  
r a t h e r  long simple h a i r s j .  'l'his g i v e s  t h e  f o l i a g e  a  l o v e l y  s i l v e r y  look,  
k'lowers a r e  mostly 3-5 t o g e t h e r  i n  s h o r t  s e s s i l e  c l u s t e r s ,  u s u a l l y  among 

t h e  l e a v e s  a t  the  ends of t h e  branches.k'lowers a r e  a  b r i g h t  r ed  w i t h  
gold a n t h e r s ,  t h e  s t amina l  claws ( 4 )  a r e  more o r  l e s s  equa l ;  f r u i t  

g l o b u l a r  about 1 cm wi th  4 l o b e s  n e a r l y  touching. 

' t h i s  i s  a  very adaptable  and showy s p e c i e s ,  growing w e l l  i n  m o s t  
s o i l s  wi th  dappled shade, p a r t i a l  o r  f u l l  sun. I t  t a k e s  l i g h t  f r o s t s ,  
& extended wet o r  d ry  per iods .  I d e a l l y  s u i t e d  t o  a l l  gardens ,  roadsid!  ,, 

o r  farms 8 makes a  n i c e  informal hedge. 

Calothamnus a s p e r  is c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  C. q u a d r i f i d u s  s o  h e r e  a r e  

some of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s .  Leaves on C. a s p e r  a r e  always f l a t  & p i l o s e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  margins ; C,  q u a d r i f i d u s  l e a v e s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  f l a t t e n e d  

t o  t e r e t e ,  g e n e r a l l y  p i l o s e  o r  h i r s u i t e  but sometimes glabrous.  
C. a s p e r  l e a v e s  a r e  1.2-1.8 cm long,  1.4-2mm wide; C. q u a d r i f i d u s  ones 
a r e  1.5-2cm long ,  u . 8 - 1 . 5 ~  wide. un C. a s p e r  the  ca lyx  tube i s  broadly 
b e l l  shaped, 5-6mmlong while t h a t  of L. quadr i f idus  i s  narrowly b e l l  

shaped 3-4mm long.  he f r u i t s  of C. a s p e r  a r e  9-12mm long  x 8-lUmm wide 
whi le  those of  c .  q u a d r i f i d u s  are 7-9mm long & ?-8mm wide,  But t h e  

b e s t  d i f r e r e n c e  ( g e t  out  your magnifying g l a s s e s )  i s  t h a t  t h e  f i l a m e n t s  
on the  s taminal  claws a r e  27-3U f o r  C. a s p e r  & 18-20 f o r  C . q u a d r i f i d u ~  

~ a l o t h a m n u s  blepharospermus. ( s e e d  wi th  an e y e l i d  -- r e f e r s  t o  h a i r s  
on seed edges. ) 1-2 m x  1-3 m .'E'lowers Sept-Uay 

d qireading bushy s m a l l  shrub;  branches t h i c k  wi th  long  h a i r s ;  l e a v e s  
t o  8 cm x about u.5 cm, f l a t ,  broadest  n e a r  t i p ,  r i g i d ,  warty a long  
m i d r i b  cc margins,  u s u a l l y  h a i r y ;  r lowers  rew, i n  i r r e g u l a r  s p i k e s  o r  
c l u s t e r s ,  sometimes around stem; ca lyx  d e ~ ~ a l y  h a i r y ;  s t a ~ ~ ~ l a a l  bundles 
5  equa l ,  about  3-4 cm long ,  b r i g h t  orange-red; f r u i t  c y l i n d r i c a l ,  - s 

warty ,  about 1 cm long wi th  5  lobes .  

An adap tab le  s p e c i e s ,  a l though  n o t  widely known i n  c u l t i v a t i o n .  I t  

p r e f e r s  we l l  dra ined  s o i l s  wi th  p a r t i a l  o r  f u l l  sun. I d e a l l y  s u i t e d  f o r  

semi-ar id a reas .  d i t h s t a n d s  medium f r o s t s  and extended d ry  pe r iods .  
~ a i n  f lower ing  per iod  i s  a i d s m e r .  The v a r i e t y  g l a b e r  d i f f e r s  i n  having 



s m a l l e r ,  narrower l e a v e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  ha i ry .  

Calothomnus chr,ysantherus. meaning gold a n t h e r s .  
Golden n e t  bush. u.5-2.5~ 1-2 m k'lowering June-Nov. 

An e r e c t  t o  spreading  smal l  shrub;  branches more o r  l e s s  corky; 
l e a v e s  t o  1 0  cm long ,  t e r e t e  o r  s l i g h t l y  f l a t t e n e d ,  pointed t i p ;  f lowers  

few, one s ided  c l u s t e r s ;  ca lyx  s e s s i l e ,  h a i r y ;  s tamina1 bundles 5 , a l l  
e q u a l ,  about 3 cm long,  r i c h  red  w i t h  gold a n t h e r s ;  f r u i t  t o  above 1 cm 

long ,  l o b e s  p e r s i s t a n t .  
A most ornamental dwarf s p e c i e s .  idthough it  occurs  n a t u r a l l y  over a 

wide a r e a  of mainly r ed  sands wi th  low r a i n f a l l ,  it w i l l  grow i n  most 
s o i l  t y p e s ,  provid ing  i t  h a s  a w a r m  t o  h o t  l o c a t i o n ,  wi th  p a r t i a l  t o  

f u l l  sun. r r o s t  and drought  t o l e r a n t .  

Lorry,  but 1 made a l i t t l e  mistake when t a l k i n g  about  our seed bank, 

a s  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  some Calothamnus r u p e s t r i s  seed a v a i l a b l e .  n f t e r  reading  

sbou t  some d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s ,  how about sending f o r  some seed? The more 
s p e c i e s  we can have growing i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  the  more complete our 
p i c t u r e  of Lalothamnus f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  w i l l  become. 

LY t h e  way t h e  'l'asmanian ~ e g i o n  of S.G.A.P. have joined our Study 

Group, s o  I hope t o  h e a r  i f  anyone i n  Tasmania ha8 t r i e d  growing 

cJalothamus. If n o t  maybe someone would break t h e  i c e  and send f o r  some 

seed. 

Thank you t o  a l l  those  who have pa id  t h e  $ 2  f e e  f o r  1987-88 which 
is due a t  t h e  end of t h i s  month. 

Lye  f o r  now, hope t o  h e a r  from you soon. 

~ e g a r d s ,  




