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E a r l i e r  t h i s  year  I was i n  South A u s t r a l i a  and 

waa lucky enough t o  be able  t o  s t a y  with Kaye 

l e t t  who took me t o  see  some of the  wonderful 

dens i n  the  Murray Bridge area;  a l l  with r e a l l y  

g r e a t  Calothamnus growing. 

One s u r p r i s i n g  t h i n g  was seeing so many 

n t  forms of Calothamnus quadrif idua and 

t h r e e  of Calothamnus r u p e s t r i s .  Kaye had a  

magnificent bush of Calothamnus r u p e s t r i a  

we l l  over 3 metres high,very wide & dense 

h q u i t e  l a r g e  seed pods & longish  leaves.  

a t e r , w e  saw a much smal ler  one, a l s o  with small- 

e r  leaves  and seed pods, then a  medium s ized  one 

wi th  pink flowere! 

But t h e  d i f f e r e n t  forms of Calothamnua quadr i f idus  

were jus t  arnazfpg,ranging i n  he ight  from nearly,  
p r o s t r a t e  t o  over  3 metres, so many d i f f e r e n t  l ea f  

sizes,some l e a v e s  t e r e t e ,  o t h e r s  f l a t ,  from f u r r y  t o  nea r ly  smooth & 

a few with l o v e l y  red  new shoots .  I f e e l  t h a t  we should make some 
d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  d i f f e r e n t  forms, more about t h i s  l a t e r .  

There were a l s o  some Calothamnus v i l ~ o s u s  seen on our  garden 
v i s i t s  & they looked a s  i f  they could r e a l l y  be C .  v i l l o s u s  but  haven ' t  

f lowered y e t .  So when they do we w i l l  f i n d  out  and hopeful ly  f i n d  out  

t h e  seed source.  

I am very happy t o  have been a b l e  t o  see these  b e a u t i f u l  and 

i n t e r e s t i n g  gardens and see  how wel l  Calothamnua grow i n  d i f f e r e n t  

s i t u a t i o n s .  O f  course i n  t h i s  a rea  the  s o i l  was mainly aandy, but  

, I ' v e  a l s o  seen many growing i n  much heav ie r  s o i l s .  One use fu l  th ing  

I not iced,  was t h a t  although Calothamnus w i l l  grow q u i t e  happi ly i n  

p a r t  shade,they r e a l l y  do much b e t t e r  i n  f u l l  sun. 



-* * * .Now f o r  my S.O.S. * * *- Coul I have a s  many ideas  a s  p o s s i b l e  
on how we could d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between the  var ious  forms of Calothamnus 
spec ies ,  e s p e c i a l l y  C .  quadr i f idus  & C .  r u p e s t r i s .  
Also when Calothamnus a r e  f lowering we l l  could you send p r e s s i n g s  of 
a  f lowering stem of any spec ies  & forms you have. Please inc lude  seed 
capsules  and a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  shrub and i f  p o s s i b l e  t h e  source of 
t h e  seed ( o r  p l a n t ) .  

Present  seed bank:- 
chrysantherus 
blepherantherus 
b o r e a l i s  
gibbosus 
g i l e s i i  

g r a c i l i a  
g r a n i  t i c u s  

Please  send a  stamped, 

spec ies  name only.  
homolophyllus 
homolophyllus p r o s t r a t e  
p i n i f  o l i u s  
quadrf idua 

robusta  
r u p e s t r i s  
r u p e s t r i s  pink 
v i l l o s u s  ?'? 

addressed envelope wi th  r eques t s .  
0 % 

Cut t inas .  

Addresses a r e i n  l a s t  month's news le t t e r .  

Rhoda Jeavons . . Calothamnua asper ,  p r o s t r a t e  C . quadrif  idus  
wi th  golden yellow f lowers .  

Val Maher 

Barb Graham 

Calothamnus g r a n i t i c u s ,  but  only a f e w  a s  h e r  
bush i s  not  l a r g e  enough t o  take  a  l o t . '  

Calothamnus quadr i f idus  h i r s u t u s ,  C .  quadr i f idus  
which i s  a spreading shrub about l*m high 

Kaye B a r t l e t t  Large form of Calothamnus r u p e s t r i s .  

Iam sure  t h a t  w e  w i l l  have many more c u t t i n g s  a v a i l a b l e  l a t e r  on, 
hopeful ly  some Eremaea& Beaufor t ia  a s  wel l .  

Graham Eastwood has had some good f lowering with h i s  Beaufor t ia  and 

Ehmaea, Beaufort ia  schaur i ,  e legans,  macrostemon & purpureh flowered 

wel l ,  t h e  B ,  purpurea being a very vigorous,  over a  metre t a l l  and 
q u i t e  a b i t  wider.  Eremaea flowered f o r  a  good two months. Graham prunes 
h i s  Calothamnua, Beaufor t ia  and Ekemaea r e g u l a r l y  and says t h a t  they 

much b e t t e r  when the  bush i s n ' t  growing. 



Val Maher was very t h r i l l e d  t o  see  some buds on h e r  Calothamnus 
g r a n i t i c u s  a t  l a s t .  This shrub i s  only a metre high wi th  l o v e l y  b r i g h t  
green  bundles of f o l i a g e  a top  bare  stems. 

I am prepar ing  an a r e a  a t  t h e  Dulegal Arboretum f o r  a Calothawua 
c o l l e c t i o n ,  b u t  it w i l l  be a long time before  i t  comes anywhere c l o s e  

t o  t h e  s i z e  of the  one t h a t  Kaye has.  A t  t he  Arboretum, t h e  a rea  is 
on a rocky s lope  wi th  some ve ry  l a r g e  Red S t r i n g y  Bark t r e e s  s c a t t e r e d  
about.  Hope t o  s t a r t  p l a n t i n g  i n  the  ap r ing  a s  t h e r e  a r e  aome very good 
p l a n t a  t h a t  were given t o  t h e  Group by %he very generous South Aust. 
people.  

A t  t h e  Arboretum we use F o r e s t r y  Grow Tubes on a l l  our  young p l a n t s  
f o r  up t o  a year ,  b u t  I f i n d  t h a t  we have t o  watch Calothamnm p l a n t s  
very  c a r e f u l l y  a s  t hey  can g e t  fungal  i n f e c t i o n s  e a a i l g  i n  the  humid 
micro environment i n s i d e  t h e  tubes.  For most o t h e r  p l a n t s  the  Grow 
Tubes a r e  a wonderful idea ,  keeping r a b b i t s  away from the  small p l a n t s ,  

s topping  wind & f r o s t  from dry ing  o u t  the  gro&d around the  p l a n t ,  
c o l l e c t i n g  moisture such a s  m i s t  o r  dew t o  run  onto t h e  ground near  t h e  
r o o t s .  

A s  I have s a i d  before ,  the  win te r s  here  a r e  a b i t .  hard on moat young 
Calothamnus p l a n t s .  Probably a l s o  f o r  t h e  Allded Genera a s  wel l .  So I 

have made an a rea  t o  p r o t e c t  them (&other  s a s  w e l l ) .  Af te r  one winters  
p r o t e c t i o n  most a r e  O.K. T h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of th ree  l a r g e  t ruck  
t y r e s  w i t h  t h r e e  o ld  p ieces  of galvanised pipe.  One along the  top and 
the  o t h e r  two on each s i d e  about a t h i r d  the  way down. 

Theaa a r e  t i e d  t o  each o t h e r  with s t rong  wire & a small  
s t e e l  p o s t  a t  each end t o  hold t y r e s  upr ight .  
two l a y e r s  of s t rong,  c l e a r  p l a s t i c  cover t h i s  w i t h  b r i c k s  
holding t h e  p l a s t i c  on t h e  ground, back and f r o n t  so  t h a t  I can l%ft.it 

Up t o  work w i t h  the p l a n t s ( t h e r e  a r e  alwaya weed&). I have l e f t  the 

ends open t o  allow some f r e s h  a i r  through. Also diacovered another 
b e n e f i t  aa l i t t le  Thorn B i l l s  f l y  i n ' t o  g e t  a m a l l  insec ta!  This used 
t o  be i n  f u l l  s m '  but  some of my l a r g e r  shrubs have grown a b i t  too 

b i g  and a r e  shading i t  p a r t i a l l y .  But so f a r  the p l a n t s  a r e  s t i l l  doing 

we l l .  A s  warmer days a r e  coming now I l i f t  up one s i d e  of the  p l a s t i c  

a s  i t  g e t s  too  humid f o r  Calothamnus otherwise.  



Here i e  our balance shee t  f o r  t h e  year  between June 30 '91 t o  Ju ly  1 '92 
Subs a r e  now due, thank you t o  a l l  who have a l ready paid & those who 
have a l e o  s e n t  a donation. I w i l l  have t o  s t o p  sending news le t t e r s  t o  
those  'who a r e  a couple of years  behind i n  t h e i r  subs. 
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