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Early  is August I planted some Calothqmnus seed which 

was n ine  years  old,  t o  aee if i t  was s t i l l  viabls . .The 
weather became very cool  again & a month passed without  

ny s i gn  of germination, so  I thought t h a t  the  seed 
was too old. But they must have heard the  f i r s t  

cuckoo c a l l i n g  out  a s  they germinated wel l  
j u s t  over a month a f t e r  they had been planted. I 

p some old seed f o r  a few more years  t o  
s i t  looks a s  if Calothamnus seeds w i l l  

iable  f orpguLtepsome-tiv.-Also- put-some-- 
C. tuberosus i n ,  which have a l so  germinated 

e l l ,  but  such t i n y  p l a n t s  compared with the  
Calothamnus, so I hope I f i n i s h  up with a 

C.  t uberosus !~  na tu r a l  growth area ,  I would 
guess t h a t  it would need except ional ly  good drainage 

with no weeds o r  g r a s s  around. Maybe no f r o s t  a s  well ,  
I hope t o  g e t  enough p l a n t s  t o  be ab le  t o  grow ssme where 

ey would be l i k e l y  t o  succeed, b u t  a l s o  i n  some un l ike ly  . . .  & 

3o t s  t o  r e a l l y  t e a t  i t s  hardiness.  Would.someone e l s e  take a few seeds t o  
g ive  more v a r i e t y  t o  the  t r i a l ?  

I have received the  records of t he  Beaufort ia  Study group & Beaufort ia  & 

All ied  Genera Study Group, so my eyes a r e  near ly  f a l l i n g  ouk going through 
such a l o t  of information. I haven't  f in i shed  ye t ,  but  have a few ideas 

on how we should proceed.0ne very handy b i t  of information was a l is t ,  even 
though p r e t t y  shortsof  seed supp l ie r s  who may s tock some of t h e  seeds which 
would be use fu l  f o r  us. I w i l l  see i f  these  p l8ces  a r e  s t i l l  i n  bus iness  & 

g e t  some seed i n f o r  the  seed bank before the  next  newslet ter .  

There have been a few new members join our Group, I would l i k e  t o  welcome 
them and a l ready have a job f o r  them. I have a l i s t  of Calothamnus species  
grown by our members, s o  if anyone hasnl t sen t  t h i s  information i n  I would 

apprec ia te  it .as  i t  g ives  a good p i c t u r e  of the  a reas  where the  p l a n t s  

covered . . by our Study Group .are growing &.how well .  I w i l l  send a r e p ~ r t  



form t o  everyone as I would l i k e  t o  know if any of us  have br have had 
I 

Beaufort ia ,  ~ r e ~ e a , ~ h ~ m a t o c a r ~ u s  o r  Regelia. I am sor ry  but  I have j u s t  

r e a l i a ed  t h a t  I d id  not  make it p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  Beaufort ia  k All ied  Genera 
Study Group had stopped funct ioning,  which i s  the  reason t h a t  these  
Genera had been included i n  our Group, making t he  Calothamnus & All ied  
Genera Study Group. 

There have been a few enquir ies  about r a r e  & endangered species ,so  
here i s  a list:- 

Calothamnus accedens Beaufort ia  er iocephala  
a f f  i n i a  
asper  

SP 
Eremaea acu t i f  o l i a  

blephar.ospermu8 purpurea 
brev if  01 i u s  
l a t e r a l i s  
lehmannii 
longissirnus 
macrocarpus 

~ e g e i i a  cymbifolia 
megacephala 
punicea 

Phymatocarpus spa r s i f  l o ru s  

microcarpus 
p i n i f  o l i u s  
p l a n i f o l i u s  
p r e i s a i i  
robust'us 
r u p e s t r i s  
schaueri  
va l idus  

Unfortunately I only have seed of Calothamnus r u p e s t r i s ,  h not  a l o t  

of t h a t ,  ao I w i l l  t r y  t o  ob ta in  some of some o ther  species ,  bu t  am send- 

ing out  a S.O.S. t o  anyone who might be ab le  t o  g e t  seed, c u t t i n g s  o r  
p l a n t s  of any of the  above. It i s  b e s t  t o  know the  p lace  where t h e  seeds 
e t c .  came from. It i s  very s a t i s f y i n g  t o  grow p l a n t s  which a r e  endangered 

. i n  t h e i r  na tu r a l  home. 

.Graham Eastwood grew Calothamnus r u p e s t r i ~  ' i n  h i s  Gippsland garden 
f o r  about 14 years  ( t h i s  i s  a l s o  ca l l ed  "Mouse Ears) so decided t h a t  a s  
i t  i s  a r a r i t y  i n  gardens he would grow one a t  h i s  p resen t  home a t  
Batemans Bay. H e  p lanted  the  seed with many o the r  seeds,  & a f t e r  some r a i n  
had see l ings  popping up everywhere, About th ree  months l a t e r  he p lanted  
3 o r  4 of the h e a l t h i e s t  ones i n t o  h i s  garden & i n  the  f i r s t  12 months 

they grew well over 30 cm with branches spreading l a t e r a l l y  from the  
bottom.This i s  the  normal growth h a b i t  of t h i s  p lan t .  Af ter  23 years  a f t e r  
the  seed being p lanted  & the  top being pruned a s  w e l l  a s  a couple of 

unwieldy branches clode t o  the  ground being c u t  o f f ,  t h i s  Calothamnus 

r u p e s t r i s  i s  '75 cm high & 90 cm wide. Graham hopes it w i l l  have i t s  f i rs t  



few f lowers t h i s  spring.  I look forward t o  f u r t h e r  news. 

Graham a l s o  p lanted  some Eremaea, which he found harder  t o  es tab l i sh .  
Very wet weather had a very bad e f f e c t ,  t he  branches sagging t o  the  ground 
wi th  some dying. But t h e . s u r v i v e r s  s t ra ightened up with the  dry  weather, 
obviously loving t he  d ry  ground. A l l  of the  Eremaea violacea were l o s t ,  

E. f imbr ia ta  were e r r a t i c , b u t  3 were surviving,  E. pauc i f lo ra  was not  
a s  bad,with E. purpurea being t he  moat r e l i a b l e .  

A t  t he  same time Beaufort ia  sparsa ,heterophyl la  &'squarroaa were 
a l s o  put  in ,  wi th  B. he terophyl la  behaving t he  same a s  the' Eremaea but  
i t  has firmed up now. There a r e  a l s o  B. schauri ,  incana, elegans & - 
o r b i f o l i a  growing i n  h i s  garden, B. elegans & macrostemon remaining small 
f o r  a long time but  growing wel l  even i n  the  very  d ry  weather. 

Thank you Graham f o r  such an i n sp i r i ng  l e t t e r ,  a s  I had s t a r t e d  t o  
become a b i t  de ject'ed while reading of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h e  o ld  

Study Group papers. One of the  moat i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  was t h a t  the  seed 

was planted i n  May & most of t he  successful  seed sowinga were i n  l a t e  
autumn & winter .  I hope I can ge t  some seed ready f o r  t h a t  t h e  of the 

year.  
I hope t he r e  w i l l  be some more happy s t o r i e s  f o r  our next  newslet ter .  

Calothamnua brevi fo1iur :brevi  - sho r t ,  f o l i u s  - leaved, r e f e r i n g  t o  t he  

sholct leaves ojhieh a x  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f ez t : r e  of t h i s  species .  
If only we could g e t  proPogation mater ia l  t h i s  would be a g r e a t  garden 
spec ies  a s  i t  is  a small ,  e r e c t ,  much branched shrub w i t h  t h e  bark s p l i t -  
t i n g  an the  o lde r  stems. The sho r t  leaves  a r e  genera l ly  l i n e a r  & crowded 
on t h e  yoynger branches. The f lowers a r e  i n  groups of 1-5 c i r c l i n g  the  
stems amongst t he  leaves  o r  i n  groups of 1-3 sca t t e r ed  on t he  younger 
branches. The calyx tube i s  dens ly  pubescent, showing i t ' s  r e l a t i onsh ip  
t o  C. v i l l o sus .  The 5 staminal clqaws a r e  equal,  deep pink with 15-20 
marginal f i laments .  The f r u i t  i s  s e s s i l e ,  genera l ly  depressed globular  
4-5mm long x 5mm wide. Occasionally one of the  lobes w i l l  be thickened, 
curving i n t o  t he  o r i f i c e .  It i s  very ra re ,on ly  known from a few places  
i n  thb southern po r t i on  of t h e  W .A. wheatbelt .  It had been co l l ec ted  i n  
t h e  pae t  from a ~ u c h  wider crec, but much c l ea r ing  has g r e a t l y  changed 

i t ' s  environment. 
Calathamnus hirsutus: hi r su tus -  shaggy, r e f e r r i n g  t o  the  spreading, 
simple h a i r s  on the  leaves.  This i s  another c lose  r e l a t i v e . o f  C. vi l loaua ,  
growing i n  heath  communities on sand p l a i n s  with Banksia, E~emaea, 
Grevil lea,  Hakea e t c .  Some have been co l l ec ted  near  swamps. They grow 

a b i t  inland from a b i t  south of Perth t o  e a s t  of Bunbury. Its t h i n  
leaves  a r e  2-2.5 cm long whereas C. v i l l o s u s  a r e  2.5-Ycm, glabrous o r  
occass ional ly  with a few sca t t e r ed  small ha i r s .  The 5 staminal clawg a r e  
a deep red,  more o r  l e s s  equal & the calyx tube i s  densely pubescent. 



The f r u i t s  are s imilar t o  C brevi fo l iue  but a b i t  larger,  5-6mm long & 

wide 
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