WEEKLY
3,00 zloty
(with 7% VAT)

Published by:

Jargon Media Sp. z o.0.
Index Number: 236683
ISSN: 1898-4762

NO. 36

The KRrakow

WWW.KRAKOWPOST.COM

JANUARY 24-JANUARY 30, 2008

Poland overwhelmed by labor protests across public sectors

Poland’s last WWI
survivor dies

Poland’s last surviving WWI
veteran Stanislaw Wycech died
late last week at the age of 105.
His family said Wycech passed
away in his sleep 2

Chief rabbi makes
comments on “Fear”

A debate is scheduled on Jan. 24
at Jagiellonian University in
Krakow on the controversial book
“Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland
After Auschwitz” by Jan Gross 3

Neo-Nazis drive
Poles from Loknitz

Loknitz is bedroom community
for Poles working in the Polish
city of Szczecin — but neo-Nazis
are trying to drive them out 4

Coal-fired Poland
in fighting mood

Coal is king in Poland and
Warsaw is poised for a fight to
burn as much as possible 6

Warsaw exchange
hit by slump

The Warsaw Stock Exchange in
recent weeks has been hit by the
worst plunge in two years 10

UJ opens Center for
Holocaust Studies

The Jagiellonian University
inaugurated the center on Jan.
17 - the first Polish educational
establishment to do so 13

7718981476703

Public employees ranging from doctors to coal miners are engaging in labor disruptions on a scale that Poland has not seen since the Solidarity movement 20 years ago.

Karolina Nowak
STAFF JOURNALIST

Public employees ranging from doc-
tors, nurses and teachers to coal miners are
either threatening or actively engaging in
labor disruptions on a scale that Poland has
not seen since the Solidarity movement 20
years ago. They are demanding higher sala-
ries and pensions — and in the case of doc-
tors and nurses, medical-service reform.

Miners at the Budrynk coal mine in the
Silesian town of Katowice are in their 40th
day of an underground protest and hunger
strike.

They want their salaries raised to the
same level as miners in the Krupinski
mine near Zory. Both operations are gov-
ernment-owned.

In a dramatic move, wives of the protest-
ers traveled to Warsaw to try to talk with
Deputy Prime Minister Waldemar Pawlak.
He declined to see them.

Last Friday teachers from around Poland
demonstrated in Warsaw. They want their
salaries increased a whopping 50 percent.
To press their demand, they are threatening
to strike during May, the month that the na-

tional comprehensive examination is given
to high school seniors.

A threatened doctors and nurses strike
is the labor disruption that worries politi-
cians and the public the most. On Monday,
Prime Minister Donald Tusk met with
doctors and other medical specialists in a
so-called White Summit. But no decisions
were reached.

Because Poland has a free press now,
the protesters are making their cases with
the public in ways that would have been
impossible during Communist times. They
are on radio and television. And they are in
many newspaper stories.

Polish law gives workers the right to
strike. But there are exceptions, and public
employees are one of them.

The Trade Union Act of 1982, which
grew out of the Solidarity movement, guar-
antees workers the right to strike. Legisla-
tion passed in 1991 strengthened that right.

Article 19 of the 1991 act says that not
everyone is entitled to strike, however.

It prohibits strikes by police, employees
of prosecutors’ offices and courts, custom
workers and other government workers.

It also prohibits strikes that could endan-

ger people’s lives or health — which would
apply to doctors and nurses.

The pay-raise demands of doctors and
nurses threaten to make the government’s
health-care budget crisis worse.

The Ministry of Heath says public hos-
pitals and clinics are 10.1 bln zloty in debt.
The National Health Fund gave some hos-
pitals more money at the end of 2007, but it
is expected to be used up quickly.

Central Statistical Office figures show
that tax revenue pays for only 69 percent
of medical care. Patients have to dig into
their pockets for the other 31 percent — or
24 bln zloty.

Because of the enormous cost of medical
care, the government is entertaining ideas
for privatizing more health-care tasks.

Doctors and nurses at private facilities
would be able to take part in labor nego-
tiations with their employers rather than
blocking streets in Warsaw, as public-sec-
tor health-care employees have had to do.

Two of the health-care privatization ideas
the government is considering are supple-
mentary health-care insurance and dividing
the National Health Fund into smaller units
that could compete with each other.

The doctors’ and nurses’ protests have
made politicians and the public aware of
the shortage of health-care employees in
Poland. Many have opted for higher-paid
work abroad.

Poland could import doctors and nurs-
es from countries that pay less — such as
Ukraine.

But that approach carries with it many
problems, including a long time frame for
a foreign doctor being certified to practice
in Poland.

To start with, many Ukrainian doctors
make almost as much as Polish doctors — so
many would not want to come.

In addition, it would take 18 months for
the average Ukrainian physician to obtain
the documents he would need to practice
in Poland. Part of that involves proof of his
Ukrainian medical degree.

A Ukrainian doctor would also have to
pass a Polish-language examination.

Only after dealing with all these require-
ments would Ukrainian doctors be able to
take the additional medical courses that
would allow them to practice here. They
would also have to complete an internship
and pass a national medical examination.
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Nine Canadians charged in
global child porn probe

Nine Canadians have been charged in an ongo-
ing global child sex abuse investigation prompted by
the discovery of a 2006 video depicting sisters being
raped by their father, police said late last week.

Almost 100 Canadians who corresponded by
email with the videographer, an Italian national
arrested last year, are also being investigated, said
police.

“The evidence indicates that those in possession
of this material did not find it accidentally,” said Su-
perintendent Earla Kim McColl, of the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police.

“They sought it out, they previewed the samples,
they paid in advance and they waited for a password
to download the videos.”

The probe, labeled Operation Koala, started in
Australia where authorities in 2006 discovered a
video of the rape of two girls, who were 9 and 11
years old, performing oral sex on each other and be-
ing raped by their father. The video was traced to
Belgium and the man in the video was arrested.

Thereafter, the investigation led to an Italian vid-
eographer with a private studio in Ukraine, where he
produced 150 videos.

Menno Hegemeijer of Europol told reporters the
videographer had “documented the sexual exploita-
tion of underage girls, some barely school age,” and
sold the videos online.

“This offender also provided the opportunity for
others to special order videos to their specifications.
Some traveled to the studio to watch the abuse re-
corded live or participate in it for an additional fee,”
he said.

After going through 50,000 emails between the
videographer and his customers worldwide, Europol
identified some 2,500 buyers of his pornography, in-
cluding 100 in Canada.

Twenty-one Ukrainian victims, aged 9 to 16, were
also identified. (4FP)

Czech town treating neo-Nazi
march like natural disaster

A controversial neo-Nazi march has driven a
town in the western Czech Republic to adopt crisis
planning on a scale used for natural disasters, a local
councillor said late last week.

Karel Palecek told news agency CTK that
Saturday’s scheduled march in Pilsen, popula-
tion 170,000, is being treated on the same scale as
catastrophic flooding in 2002 and a severe storm in
January 2007.

The rally — expected to draw hundreds, or per-
haps thousands, of extremists — coincides with the
66th anniversary of the beginning of Jewish depor-
tations from the town by Nazis. Neo-Nazis tried to
march in Prague’s old Jewish quarter in November
2007, coinciding with the anniversary of a notorious
Nazi-era pogrom against Jews. Police prevented that
march from going ahead. (4FP)

Sweden, Czechs worried about
EU’s future power sharing

Sweden and the Czech Republic, which are due
to hold the EU’s rotating presidency in 2009, voiced
concern late last week about power-sharing arrange-
ments under the bloc’s new Lisbon treaty.

The treaty, which foresees a two-year president
while also maintaining a rotating presidency for run-
ning business, is due to enter force as soon as EU
states ratify it, which would be by the beginning of
2009 at the earliest.

“The new treaty will be disruptive for the whole
environment,” Swedish state secretary for European
affairs Hakan Jonsson told a conference in Stras-
bourg. The rotating presidencies “will be a nightmare
for us, because it is such a changing time,” Jonsson
said. Once EU members ratify the treaty, the new
president will have to be bolted on to the bloc’s exist-
ing institutions.

“We need to ensure a balance between the perma-
nent president and the six-month presidency,” said
Czech Vice Prime Minister in charge of European
Affairs Alexandr Vondra.

The new two-year president is one of the main
innovations of the Lisbon treaty, which the bloc’s
leaders signed last month in the Portuguese capital
and which is supposed to streamline the EU’s main
institutions.

The treaty is supposed to replace the EU’s consti-
tution, which was abandoned after French and Dutch
voters rejected it in referendums in mid 2005. (4FP)

Ukraine requests next step to
NATO membership

Ukraine has officially asked NATO to accept it
into the alliance’s Membership Action Plan (MAP),
a precursor to full membership, at a summit in April,
the presidency said late last week.

Ukraine is counting on “a positive response at
the next Ukraine-NATO summit in Bucharest in
April 2008,” read a letter signed by President Vik-
tor Yushchenko and recently-appointed Prime Min-
ister Yulia Tymoshenko. The letter, which was also
signed by parliamentary speaker Arseny Yatsenyuk,
was released Wednesday by the presidential admin-
istration. The request “is not targeted against third
countries and aims at the future accession of Ukraine
into NATO,” read the letter, which was addressed to
NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer.

A referendum will be held in Ukraine before any
final decision to join the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization, the letter said.

Despite Yushchenko’s enthusiasm for the project,
opinion polls show a majority of Ukrainians remain
opposed to membership, echoing the opposition of
their Russian neighbors.

Ukraine is a key transit route for Russian natural
gas to the EU and has had strained relations with
President Vladimir Putin’s Kremlin since the 2004
Orange Revolution, led by Yushchenko and Ty-
moshenko. (4FP)

Last Polish WWI
eteran dies at 105

Troops in WWI.
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Poland’s last surviving World War I veteran,
Stanislaw Wycech, has died at the age of 105,
his family announced late last week.

Wycech passed away in his sleep last Satur-
day evening, his daughter-in-law Zofia Wycech
told AFP.

Worldwide, there remain only two dozen vet-
erans of World War 1.

Wycech was born into a family of Polish in-
dependence activists in June 1902 near Warsaw,
in what was then the western edge of the Rus-
sian empire which, along with Germany and
Austria, had carved up Poland in the 1790s.

With the outbreak of war in 1914, Poles were
drafted by the three empires: more than two miln
served and 450,000 were killed.

Jozef Kos, who died last year aged 107, was
the last confirmed imperial conscript from Po-
land, having been called up by Germany in mid-
1918.

Kos’s death had left Wycech as the only re-
maining Pole to have seen service during the
war, according to Polish military authorities.

Wycech had been too young for the draft, but

in 1915 became a messenger with the Polska
Organizacja Wojskowa (POW), or Polish Mili-
tary Organization, an underground movement
seeking freedom for the country. In February
1917, he was admitted to the POW’s “adult”
wing, which until July that year did not actively
oppose the German forces that had driven out
the Russian army.

“To be a soldier was an honour,” Wycech
recalled in an interview with AFP two months
ago. He was also like countless youngsters
across Europe, in that his imagination was fired
by tales of historical heroics.

In his case it was the Nobel Prize-winning
Pole Henryk Sienkiewicz, whose “Trilogy” re-
counts Polish battles in the 17th Century.

“In 1910, the Trilogy was serialised every
week, and all those tales of warriors had an in-
fluence on young people,” said Wycech.

“We had enemies on all sides. I wanted to
free our fatherland!”

Wycech took part in his first armed action on
Nov. 10, 1918, disarming units of the collapsing
German army.

In the West, World War I usually evokes im-
ages of the trenches of France and Belgium,

where fighting halted on Nov. 11, 1918.

But in Poland the date simply marks the offi-
cial date of independence, not the end of blood-
shed: in 1918-1920 Poles battled for territory
with Germans, fought Ukrainians and Lithu-
anians and, at the gates of Warsaw, stemmed an
invasion by Bolshevik Russia.

Wycech joined the newborn Polish state’s
army in November 1918, was demobilized after
falling sick with typhoid, but was called back in
1919 to fight the Bolsheviks.

He was given indefinite leave from the army
in November 1920 so he could complete his
education.

During World War IT, Wycech’s teenage expe-
rience provided valuable lessons, as he worked
as a resistance courier. He also took part in the
ill-fated 1944 Warsaw uprising against the oc-
cupying Nazi Germans.

After the Soviet army took over, the non-
Communist Wycech was sentenced to death
in 1945 and 1947 on trumped-up charges but
saved by his brother, who had ties to the new
regime.

Later in life, he worked in the demolition
business and carved tombstones.

U.S.
shield
should be
part of
European
system

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Prime Minister Donald Tusk said here
late last week he wants Polish elements of a
proposed U.S. anti-missile shield to be part
of a wider European and NATO defense
system.

“It is very important for us, and I speak
for the Poles, that the question of defense
systems including anti-missile systems
would be in the final perspective a part of
the complex NATO, European and Euro-
Atlantic defense system,” Tusk said in
a joint press conference with his Slovak
counterpart Robert Fico.

Slovakia’s leftist premier, who has op-
posed U.S. ambitions to widen its anti-
missile defense shield to former Soviet
satellites Poland and the Czech Republic,
said he had not changed his opinion on the
issue. Tusk said he did not try to change
Fico’s stance on the controversial shield,
which Russia strongly opposes and consid-
ers a grave threat to its national security.

“l do not see any reason to convince
anybody about what the Americans should
install in Poland and how. Every country
will decide on its own according to its own
citizens’ opinions,” he said.

Tusk, recently installed as Poland’s
premier following October elections, was
making his first official visit to neighboring
Slovakia since taking office.

He and his ministers have moved away
from former premier Lech Kaczynski’s un-
diluted support for the U.S. proposal. Tusk
has called for increased security guarantees
from Washington in exchange for hosting
elements of the shield.

Washington wants to install 10 intercep-
tor missiles in Poland by 2012, as well as
associated radar stations in the Czech Re-
public, to ward off possible missile attacks
by so-called rogue states, notably Iran.

During Tusk’s visit, the two premiers
also discussed road transport links and en-
ergy cooperation. The Polish premier was
later due to meet with Slovak President
Ivan Gasparovic and parliament speaker
Pavol Paska.

Companies may receive national bailout

Kinga Rodkiewicz

STAFF JOURNALIST

All Polish small- and medium-sized enterprises that want to gain foreign certifi-
cates may receive a national bailout. The government will reimburse the costs of
consultative offers as well as the preparing and translation of the technical docu-

ments, the daily newspaper Rzeczpospolita reports.

Businessmen who operate on the foreign markets know that having the valid cer-
tificates improves the position of the company and its prestige. In some countries,
Polish certificates aren’t in force; in such situations a company has to have a foreign

certificate to legally function abroad.

“Having the certificates that are valid on the foreign markets is an indispensable
condition of exporting anything on those markets,” said Malgorzata Starczewska-
Krzysztoszek, a director from the Department of Economic Analysis PKPP Lewi-
atan. “A certificate can be a great advantage for small and medium companies as a

guarantee of a product’s high quality.”

According to the new Ordinance of the Councils of Ministers, the financial sup-
port is available only for companies in small and medium categories. They also
have to fulfill other conditions. The most important is to not exceed the limit for de

minimis help.

De minimis help is provided under European Commission regulations. Small
amounts of government aid to enterprises are judged not to significantly affect trade
or competition in the Common Market. Such amounts are regarded as falling outside
the category of state aid that is banned by the EC Treaty, and they can be awarded

without notification to or clearance by the EC.

If an enterprise has received 200,000 euro or more in de minimis aid in three
years from a state or semi-state agency, it will not be eligible for a training subsidy

for foreign certificates.

Financial support for a foreign certificate will be given only when the company
supplies documentary evidence of all its costs, especially for: consultative offers,
preparing and translating technical documentation, transport and insurance of the
samples, examining, and finally for the issuance of a certificate. Half of the costs
can be reimbursed by the government. However during one year’s time, a company
cannot collect more than 50,000 zloty. Experts say there is also a need for financial
help to obtain information about export possibilities to foreign markets and the list

of certificates that are required abroad.
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Malgorzata Starczewska-Krzysztoszek, a director from the Department of Economic Analysis PKPP Lewiatan.
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Asterix
fans get
world
premiere
of French
blockbuster

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Polish film fans will trump their coun-
terparts in France who are eagerly awaiting
the world premiere of the new French block-
buster “Asterix at the Olympic Games,” its
distributors announced early this week.

The new adaptation of the adventures of
the eponymous comic book hero will be re-
leased in Poland this week, but is only due
to hit French screens on Jan. 30.

“We insisted that the film be released in
Poland earlier than elsewhere for scheduling
reasons,” said Ewa Gorska, spokeswoman
for the distribution company SPI Interna-
tional.

“We believe Jan. 25 is the best release
date,” she said, without elaborating.

The film is the third screen adaptation of
the comic book series launched at the end
of the 1950s by author Rene Goscinny and
artist Albert Uderzo. The comics conquered
the globe and have been translated into more
than 100 languages.

“Asterix at the Olympic Games” is
loosely based on the 1968 comic of the same
name, which was the 12th in the long-run-
ning series about the diminutive Gaul, his
portly sidekick Obelix and their magic-po-
tion-fuelled fisticuffs with the Roman army.

Costing 78 mln euro ($113 mln), it boasts
a cast including rising star Clovis Cornillac
as Asterix, plus more globally-recognized
names such as Gerard Depardieu as Obelix
and Alain Delon as Julius Caesar.

But movie buffs hoping to catch a
glimpse of their French screen idols in Po-
land will be disappointed: none are expected
at the Warsaw premiere.

“The only actors due to attend the first
screening here are the Polish ones who
dubbed the film,” said Gorska.

They include Daniel Olbrychski — whose
four-decade career credits include the 1979
Oscar-winning movie “The Tin Drum”
— who provides the Polish voice of Delon.

Chief rabbi comments on “Fear”

Chief Rabbi of Poland Michael Schudrich with President Lech Kaczynski.

Joanna Zabierek
STAFF JOURNALIST

A debate is scheduled today (Jan. 24) at
Jagiellonian University in Krakow on the
controversial book “Fear: Anti-Semitism
in Poland After Auschwitz” by Jan Tomasz
Gross.

The book claims to be a study of postwar
Polish anti-Semitism. The book relates how
Poles from all segments of society perse-
cuted Holocaust survivors and accuses Pol-
ish Catholic Church leaders and Communist
officials of refusing to use their influence to
stop the pogroms, massacres and plundering
of the Jews.

Author Gross, 60, is a controversial
American historian of Polish Jewish origin.
He was born in Warsaw and was expelled
from Warsaw University after a student pro-
test. He emigrated to the U.S. in 1969 and is
now a professor at Princeton University.

Since the release of “Fear” by the pub-
lishing house ZNAK, the book has caused
an uproar and provoked many conflicting

opinions in Poland.

The book has been criticized by Catho-
lic leaders, including the Krakow archbish-
op, Stanislaw Dziwisz, who said “Fear”
has awakened anti-Polish and anti-Semitic
demons and doesn’t adhere to historical
truth.

The chief rabbi of Poland, Michael
Schudrich, says the book doesn’t say any-
thing new and shouldn’t spoil the Christian-
Jewish ecumenical dialogue. He empha-
sized that we live in a free country, so one
may publish such books and others may
disagree.

“It is a very ticklish subject for me,”
Schudrich said. “The only duty we all have
is to regret. Many Jews were killed after the
war. It is a tragedy. But who did it and why
he did it — it is a question to be answered by
historians.”

“There is only one judge in our tradition
— God. He decides who is guilty and who is
not,” Schudrich added.

Jan Zaryn of the Institute of National
Remembrance — an organization set up to

examine Nazi and Stalinist crimes in Poland
— says that Gross’s book regurgitates the
view of Poles as anti-Semites. Zaryn adds
that the book is not filled with historical fact
and analysis, as Gross claims, butis “specu-
lation and stereotypes.”

In an interview on Polish Radio, Zaryn
referred to the book, “After the Extermina-
tion” by Marek Chodkiewicz, which has a
different point of view. Chodkiewicz says
the murders of Jews during the postwar pe-
riod were simply criminal acts and not ra-
cially motivated.

Gross himself claims to be objective and
following historical truth. He is not surprised
by the discussions about his book, but he is
astonished by the outrage in some circles of
Polish society. The most surprising issue for
him is the possibility of being sued by the
Prosecutor’s Office in Krakow for insulting
the Polish nation.

Gross says that unlike many people in
Poland, he wants to see not only the posi-
tive aspects of national history, but some dif-
ficult moments from the past as well.

Monster lorry
jam chokes
Polish-
Ukrainian
border

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

A 30-kilometer (48-mile) queue of
lorries jammed a key Polish border
crossing into Ukraine early this week
as understaffed Polish customs servic-
es failed to keep up with traffic on the
Schengen border point.

“There is currently a 60-hour wait
to cross the border. Customs agents
are taking holidays, some are even
quitting their jobs over low wages,”
regional Polish customs spokeswom-
an Marzena Siemieniuk told AFP.

Fourteen people including several
customs agents working at the Doro-
husk crossing were detained by police
in January on allegations of corrup-
tion, Lublin police spokeswoman
Anna Smarzak told AFP Tuesday.

Lorry drivers frustrated by the huge
border delay and the lack of toilets and
other sanitary facilities blocked the
border for several hours on Thursday,
likely sparking the monster queue, Si-
emieniuk said.

“There are currently more than
1,600 lorries waiting on the Polish
side to cross over to Ukraine and more
vehicles are joining the queue. We
have a maximum capacity for process-
ing 500-600 vehicles in 24 hours,” she
explained.

A Polish lorry driver quoted Tues-
day by Poland’s TVN24 news chan-
nel said it was his fourth day stuck
in the huge jam. Customs and border
checks along Poland’s eastern border
were beefed up on Dec. 21 last year,
when the country was one of nine EU
newcomers to join the Schengen zone,
which comprises 24 European states.

Schengen zone states drop border
controls among themselves, but are
bound to toughen controls on their
borders with non-members.

THE KRAKOW POST

After six years of negotiation, EU lawmakers have passed

Check out
our weekly
entertainment

the heavily disputed consumer credit directive.

It gives Europeans the same rights and harmonizes informa-
tion standards across the EU, enabling consumers to compare
ofters when looking for loans. For Poland, the directive may
result in the repeal of the Anti-Usury Act of 2005.

“When Polish consumers have the opportunity to access
credit offers abroad, the natural consequence will be repealing

M//L Af p (7” 74 EU lawmakers pass credit directive

the Anti-Usury Act,” Jerzy Banka of the Association of Polish
Banks told the Polish Press Agency (PAP).

The Anti-Usury Act limits the consumer interest rate to qua-
druple the security rate of the National Bank of Poland. Viola-
tion of the act can lead to two years of imprisonment or a fine.

Supporters of the act say it provides special protection for
consumers.

However, some financial experts say the act hasn’t been use-
ful for consumers because it doesn’t protect them before real
exploitation takes place.

According to the new EU directive, lender-borrower con-
tracts could be made by Internet or mobile phone. The direc-
tive also standardizes information provided to consumers when
signing contracts, making it easier to compare the total cost of
loans by using an annual percentage rate of interest (APR) as a
basis for calculation.

The new rules approved by the EU Parliament on Jan. 16
are intended to harmonize the 800 bln euro consumer credit
market and open it up to EU-wide competition. The directive
will apply to personal loans ranging from 200 euro to 75,000
euro but does not cover mortgages or charge cards.

The EU Council is now expected to adopt the legislation in
the weeks to come. The act gives EU members two years to
implement the directive into national law. This means that in
2010 all Polish consumers will have the opportunity to obtain
credit in any EU country.
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Slovakia halts EU challenge
over CO2 emissions

Slovakia’s government decided late last week
to halt its legal challenge to a European Commis-
sion order to cut its carbon dioxide emissions after
a compromise was reached, an official said.

The commission has agreed to increase Slova-
kia’s carbon dioxide emissions quota from 30.9 to
32.6 min tons, according to the Ministry of envi-
ronment in Bratislava.

“We considered the 1.7 mln (tons of carbon
dioxide) as a compromise,” said Peter Visvader,
Environment Ministry spokesman.

The European Commission had at first slashed
the emissions quota by about 25 percent to 30.9
mln tons. Slovakia originally demanded an annual
allocation of 41.3 min tons.

Slovakia had filed its legal challenge in Febru-
ary 2007, arguing the new quota was threatening
economic growth and failed to take into account
the fact that it must use more fossil fuel after two
nuclear reactors at its western Jaslovske Bohunice
plant were shut down.

Brussels is charged with approving national
governments’ bids for carbon dioxide allocations
as part of the second stage of its move to curb
emissions of one of the main gases held respon-
sible for global climate change. (4FP)

Slovak government to keep
airport state-owned

The Slovak government decided late last week
to finance the development of Bratislava airport
with public funds, excluding the possibility of a
joint venture with a private company.

“The Slovak government decided unanimous-
ly ... that for the airport we will go by our own
forces,” Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico told a
press conference.

“There was a lot of interest for the Bratislava
airport, it would have been easy and lucrative to
sell it. But we want to develop state property and
not to get rid of it.”

Transport Minister Lubomir Vazny said he had
been in favour of a joint venture but supported the
final decision.

“I think we can manage the finance problem
(...) It will have no impact on Slovakia’s ambition
to enter the eurozone next year,” Vazny added.

The project should cost around 2.8 bln koruna
(85 mln euro, $127 mln) in a first stage from 2008
to 2010 and 1.1 bln koruna in its second phase,
from 2010 to 2013, according to the transport min-
ister. Slovak officials had raised the possibility of
a joint venture with a private investor, in which the
state would have retained a majority interest, af-
ter opposing plans by the previous government to
privatize the airport.

Bratislava’s state-owned airport handled 2.02
mln passengers in 2007, a 4.5 percent increase
over 2006, when passenger traffic rose 40 percent
from the previous year. (4FP)

Former Czech president
Vaclav Havel hospitalised

Former Czech president Vaclav Havel, who led
the 1989 overthrow of the Czechoslovakian Com-
munist regime, has been hospitalised with heart
problems, an aide said late last week.

The 71-year-old playwright, who was president
of Czechoslovakia from 1989 and then president
of the Czech Republic following the country’s
break-up in 1993, was rushed to hospital on Satur-
day night, the CT television channel said.

He had been due to take part in a lunchtime
round-table discussion on CT on Sunday.

Havel’s personal secretary, Jakub Hladik, said
“I spoke with him this morning and he was feel-
ing fine.” But Hladik said that the ex-president had
cancelled all engagements for several days.

On Friday, he is due to appear at the Prague
premiere of a film documentary about his politi-
cal career.

The hero of the 1989 Velvet Revolution which
gave Czechoslovakia independence from Soviet
domination, Havel became a moral figurehead for
his country around the world although his political
fortunes at home fared less well as the years wore
on. He has also been diminished by repeated health
scares, including an operation to have a cancerous
tumour removed in 1996 and a perforated intestine
which required emergency surgery to save his life
in April 1998. (4FP)

Poultry culled at Ukraine
farm hit by bird flu

Workers on Saturday killed all chickens from
a private battery farm in Ukraine’s Crimean pen-
insula, where a new outbreak of the deadly H5N1
bird flu virus had been discovered, officials said.

“Today at 14:45 Kiev time (1245 GMT), rescue
workers have finished the destruction of 25,000
birds’ bodies in private farm Lobzenko, where an
outbreak of bird flu had been disclosed,” Igor Krol,
spokesman for Ukraine’s Emergency Situations
Ministry, told AFP.

Disinfection of the area where the birds had
been kept would continue for the next two or three
days, he said. Ukrainian officials on Friday con-
firmed the bird flu virus was found in dead chick-
ens from the battery farm in the village of Rivne
and placed the Crimea in quarantine, banning bird
hunting and strengthening veterinary controls.

No other cases of bird flu were found in the
Crimea and officials believe it was eliminated.
(AFP)

Poland ftaces slow, healthy growth

Prime Minister Donald Tusk outlines plans for slow but steady economic growth.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

GDP growth, notably since the former Com-
munist country joined the EU in 2004.

In 2004, output increased 5.4 percent, then
dropped to 3.5 percent in 2005, before climb-
ing to 5.8 percent in 2006. Official statistics
for 2007 have not yet been released but the
forecast is 6.4 percent.

“We believe that for the recent recovery to
translate into sustained, high economic growth
over the medium term, the government and
the authorities will need to meet a dual policy
challenge,” said Thomsen.

Warsaw will need to “contain inflationary
pressures through tight fiscal and monetary
policies, while at the same time making sure
that the recovery does not stall in the face of
resource constraints, in particular labor short-
ages,” he said.

Inflation has been climbing steadily in re-
cent months in Poland.

In December, the year-on-year rate hit 4.0
percent, up from 3.6 percent in November, 3.0
percent in October, and 2.3 percent in Sep-
tember, according to official data. Inflation
for 2007 averaged 2.5 percent, compared with
1.0 percent in 2006.

Inflation in 2008 is likely to run “well
above” 2.5 percent, said Thomsen.

Poland’s growing labor crunch has been fu-
elled partly by the exodus of more than a min
job-seeking Poles to other EU member states,
notably Britain and Ireland.

“The rapid increase in employment, togeth-
er with emigration, has now mostly absorbed
the labor market slack, reflected in real wage
growth well in excess of productivity gains
and in real appreciation as measured by unit
labor costs,” said Thomsen.

“Boosting the labor force holds the key to
long-term growth prospects,” he added, not-

Despite a slowdown, Poland should con-
tinue to enjoy robust growth this year but the
government must keep watch on rising infla-
tion and labor shortages, the International
Monetary Fund said Monday.

“We believe that the outlook for Poland’s
economy is fundamentally very strong,” se-

nior IMF official Paul Thomsen told reporters
as he presented the preliminary findings of a
routine assessment by the global financial in-
stitution.

But gross domestic product (GDP) growth
this year is likely to dip to “about 5.0 percent”
compared to 2007, as a weakening global
economy tempers exports and dents what
have been record levels of foreign investment,

he said.

Authorities have forecast a growth rate of
5.5 percent for this year.

Thomsen said investment will remain
healthy, sustained in part by increasing EU
funding. Poles’ disposable income and con-
sumption will continue to grow, given added
impetus by tax changes due this year.

Poland has enjoyed several years of solid

ing Poland’s low level of work-force partici-
pation, notably among people aged over 50.

The government needs to tighten rules on
early retirement and disability benefits, as
well as cut taxes for low-income Poles and
reform the country’s special pension scheme
for farmers, he said.

However, such changes will be “politically
and socially sensitive,” he acknowledged.

Neo-Nazis driving Poles out of Loknitz

Iwona Bojarczuk
STAFF JOURNALIST

The German town of Loknitz has become a bed-
room community for Poles working 18 kilometers
away in the Polish city of Szczecin — but neo-Nazis
are trying to drive the Poles out of Loknitz.

About 200 Poles have settled in Loknitz, a town
of 3,000 only 11 kilometers from the Polish bor-
der, largely because housing is a bargain.

They can buy an apartment there for 3,000 zloty
per square meter, compared with 6,000 or more in
Szczecin.

But neo-Nazis have vowed to chase them back
into Poland.

Recently some Poles woke up to find their cars
damaged. The vandals smashed the windshields
of six cars and tried to smash windshields in three
others.

They ripped off the cars’ Polish license plates,
crumpled them and left them on the tops of the
cars, said police officer Joachim Rosenfeld of the
nearby town of Pasewlak, who investigated the
case. The damage was estimated at 8,000 euro.

Police questioned two suspects but released
them for lack of proof.

Although there was no direct evidence that the
vandals were neo-Nazis, Poles think they were
— because neo-Nazis have engaged in a lot of other
anti-Polish activity in recent months.

Mayor Lothar Meistring decries the situation,
but notes that “there is more than 20 percent unem-
ployment in the region.” In such a case, some peo-
ple are sympathetic to extremist groups, he said.

Some of the Germans who resent the Poles may
not realize that about 85 percent work in Poland
rather than take jobs that could go to Germans.

In any case, the mayor said the extremists will
not get away with hate-mongering. “We will not
allow our relations with Poland to be ruined be-
cause of the excesses of a few blockheads,” he
declared.

That attitude has made the mayor enemies.
Someone recently scrawled on the wall of his
home: “Watch out, friend of Poles!”

Other signs of anti-Polish feeling were the words
“Poles out of Loknitz” on the wall of another build-
ing and someone setting afire the doormat outside a
Polish family’s home.

Polish families also have had their doorbells
rung in the middle of the night, and have seen neo-
Nazi leaflets threatening to harm Poles settling in
Germany.

In addition, “German children have beaten and
spit on my children,” said a Polish woman.

“They are taught this in their homes,” said one
of the men whose cars were damaged, the owner of
a fish smokehouse. “Their parents set their children
against us.”

He said he plans to return to Poland because of
the intimidation and because Germans are boycot-
ting his business. “ I will close my business and
move somewhere else,” he said.

Neo-Nazis want to see the return of the policies
of Adolf Hitler. They also want to see the Ger-
man-Polish border redrawn. They resent the fact
that Germany lost much of its Polish territory after
World War II.
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Evangelic Church in Loknitz.

Club relegated for corruption

Widzew Lodz will also start the

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Widzew Lodz are presently 13th in

season with a six-point deficit and a

Polish first division club Widzew 35,000 zloty (9,780 euro, $14,350)

Lodz will be relegated to the second  fine. The club admitted bribing refer-

division from next season because of  ees during 12 games in the 2004/2005

corruption, the Polish Football Fed-  season, but will be appealing the se-

eration (PZPN) confirmed late last verity of the punishment, their presi-
week. dent Boguslaw Sosnowski said.

the Polish league.

Five other clubs have already been
relegated as part of the anti-corruption | g
crackdown in Polish football. Seven- )
teen people, including referees and
PZPN officials, received suspended ¥ ﬁ’

3
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prison sentences last December. 182 v 07 LD
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Teachers protes
for wage hikes

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Thousands of teachers from across Po-
land marched in the capital Warsaw late
last week demanding the country’s new
liberal government raise wages in el-
ementary and secondary education.

Brandishing banners with slogans such
as “We want to work, not vegetate” and
“Where’s the miracle promised in our
wallets?” the protesters demanded a meet-
ing with Prime Minister Donald Tusk.

Organizers said 12,000 teachers took
part in the demonstration, the largest
since Tusk took office in November after
his Civic Platform defeated the conserva-
tive-nationalist government of Jaroslaw
Kaczynski in a snap election.

Tusk’s party campaigned on promises
of creating an “economic miracle” in 2004
EU entrant Poland that would benefit all,

similar to the spectacular growth in fellow
EU member Ireland.

The Education Ministry has proposed a
200-zloty (55-euro, $80) wage hike, but
the teacher’s union wants 600 zloty for
junior staff and 11,000 zloty for senior
staff. Teachers are among the worst paid
public sector employees in Poland, with
maximum gross salaries for senior teach-
ers running under 2,000 zloty per month.
Salaries for public sector nurses and phy-
sicians are comparably low.

Tusk’s government has become the
target of several groups of public sector
employees. Health service staff have also
staged protests demanding wage rises in
recent weeks.

Coal miners from the southern Polish
Silesian coal basin have staged under-
ground protests, while their wives lobbied
for wage hikes in Warsaw.

Protes
border

ers lift
lockade

in Ukraine

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Ukrainian demonstrators have lifted their
block of a crossing point on the border with
Poland erected to protest Warsaw’s stricter
new visa rules, local authorities said late
last week. The blockade by some 500 local
Ukrainians in the country’s western Lviv re-
gion was lifted, regional border guards said.

Established over demands to allow Ukrai-
nians living near the Polish border to cross
the frontier without visas, the barrier was re-
moved following rumors that special forces
would be sent in, one protester said.

But another demonstrator,
warned the issue was far from over.

“If the agreement with Poland isn’t signed
between now and Feb. 1, 1000 people will

Mykola,

be here,” said Mykola, who imports Polish
goods into Ukraine.

Ukraine, which has abolished its visa re-
gime for EU citizens, is negotiating a deal
with Warsaw to allow Ukrainians living near
the border to travel visa-free.

Kiev hopes to sign an agreement during
the February visit to Ukraine by Poland’s
new Prime Minister, Donald Tusk.

After joining the Schengen zone on Dec.
21 with nine other EU members, Poland
toughened its visa requirements for Ukraini-
ans who had previously obtained the docu-
ments easily and free of charge.

The change has particularly hurt Ukrai-
nians in the west, where many people are
involved in cross-border trade and black-
market work with their richer neighbor.

Poland

debates

ratification

Iwona Bojarczuk
STAFF JOURNALIST

Rapid breakthroughs in biology, med-
icine and genetic engineering have led
many governments to recognize the need
for legal and ethical regulations guaran-
teeing that these sciences do not violate
people’s rights or dignity.

One kind of regulatory approach is a
multinational bioethical convention say-
ing what countries should and should
not do in biology, medicine and genetic
engineering. Europe has such a conven-
tion, which the Council of Europe signed
in 1997.

Poland took part in the deliberations
that led to the convention and signed it
in 1999.

But parliament has yet to ratify it.

With little opposition to the conven-
tion from members of parliament, and
with the Roman Catholic Church hav-
ing no problem with it, the Tusk govern-
ment is moving to try to get it ratified.
It will ask a panel of experts to study
the convention. If the experts have no
problem with it, the government will
ask parliament to ratify it.

Poland has already adopted some of
the convention’s regulations. For ex-
ample, it has laws governing organ and
tissue transplants.

However, it has not passed laws on
many other issues the convention deals
with.

An example of an issue that the con-
vention covers but that Polish law does
not is in-vitro fertilization, or fertilization
of a human egg in a laboratory setting.
The convention requires a legal contract
on the procedure between the company
that provides the reproductive cells and
the medical facility that carries out the
in-vitro fertilization process.

The full name of the convention is:
“The convention of the protection of
human rights and human dignity against
abuses of biology and medicine.” The
overarching principle of the convention
is: “The interest and the good of human
beings must prevail over the interests of
society and science.”

Besides in-vitro fertilization, the con-
vention covers medical experiments on
humans, transplants, genetic manipula-
tion and the treatment of human fetuses,
egg cells and sperm cells.

As soon as a nation’s parliament rati-
fies the convention, it becomes law in
that country.

There is little or no opposition to the
convention in the Polish parliament.

Church leaders say Poland needs reg-
ulations on what science and medicine
ought to be able to do and not do with

of convention

respect to human beings.

Both Archbishop Jozef Zycinski of
Lublin and Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz
of Krakow have said it is too dangerous
to leave issues such as cloning to the
consciences of physicians and scien-
tists. Regulations are needed, they say
—and the convention would do that.

“Now nothing is regulated,” said
Krakow Archbishop Stanislaw Dzi-
wisz.

Jaroslaw Gowin, the deputy leader of
the ruling Civic Platform Party, said he
will assemble a panel of experts to look
into whether the convention covers all
of the bioethical issues that Poland
needs to address. If the experts say it
does, the government will move toward
ratification.

“Poland must prepare itself for ratifi-
cation of the bioethical convention be-
cause there exists a scandalous 10-year
delay,” he said. “It is high time that Po-
land took a decision on this issue.”

Rafal Grupinski, a key aide to Prime
Minister Donald Tusk, said Tusk wanted
an expert appraisal of the consequences
of Poland ratifying the convention.

Grupinski noted that “the conven-
tion does not cover such touchy issues as
abortion or euthanasia” so Poland could
pass laws on those subjects without be-
ing in conflict with the convention.
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EU, Ukraine resolve final
obstacle to WTO membership

The EU and Kiev have resolved the final ob-
stacle to Ukraine’s bid to join the WTO, paving
the way for the country’s membership of the free
trade body, the European Commission said late last
week.

EU Trade Commissioner Peter Mandelson and
Ukrainian Vice Prime Minister Hryhoriy Nemyrya
struck an agreement in London late Wednesday on
Ukrainian reductions in export duties on some raw
materials.

“The agreement clears the way for the final ap-
proval by WTO members of the terms of Ukraine’s
accession,” the EC said in a statement.

“Following ratification of the accession agree-
ments, Ukraine will become a member of the
WTO,” it added.

The 27-nation EU is the Ukraine’s largest trad-
ing partner, taking 25 percent of the country’s
exports in 2006 and providing 42 percent of its
imports, according to the EC.

Following the agreement in London, the EU’s
executive arm said that it would now launch ne-
gotiations with Kiev for a “comprehensive” free-
trade agreement. (4FP)

Belarus sentences journalist
over Mohammed cartoons

A journalist in ex-Soviet Belarus was sentenced
late last week to three years in prison for printing
cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed, his former
editor told AFP. Alexander Sdvizhkov, 49, was
sentenced after being found guilty of breaking
laws against inciting racial or religious hatred, ac-
cording to Alexei Karol, editor of the now defunct
newspaper Zgoda. Charges were first filed against
Sdvizhkov, the weekly’s deputy editor, in February
2006 after he took the decision to print the cartoons.
In any event, the cartoons were never published as
Zgoda’s management blocked distribution. But
prosecutors started proceedings and closed down
the title in March 2006. The cartoons were copies
of those that sparked demonstrations across Europe
after publication in Denmark’s Jyllands-Posten
newspaper in 2005. Sdvizhkov fled to Russia, but
was arrested on his return in November 2007.

The government in Belarus, situated between
Russia and the EU, is frequently attacked by hu-
man rights organizations and Western governments
as repressive. Under Islam conventions, portraying
images of the Prophet is considered blasphemous.
The OSCE’s representative for media freedom
sharply criticized the sentence.

“In 21st-Century Europe, it is shocking to see
an editor arrested, tried behind closed doors and
punished beyond any acceptable limits only for
reprinting cartoons produced elsewhere and that
have been published everywhere,” the OSCE’s
Miklos Haraszti said in a statement.

“Persecution of journalists for trying to inform
the public on important issues is a misuse of hate
speech laws. In fact, the Belarus government has
used the international controversy around the car-
toons as a pretext to eliminate a critical voice from
public life,” he added. International media watch-
dog Reporters Without Borders said: “It is highly
likely that this was just a pretext for punishing an
opposition journalist. The circumstances of his ar-
rest reinforce that interpretation.” (4FP)

Canada may deport
UKrainian for war crimes

Canada’s Supreme Court late last week refused
to grant a new appeal to an elderly Ukrainian for-
mer Nazi who for years has fought extradition to
Italy. The high court did not explain its ruling on
Michael Seifert, whom Italy is seeking to have
serve a life term for murdering and torturing pris-
oners at a Nazi transit camp in the country’s north
in 1944-1945. Seifert, who has lived in Canada
since 1951, maintains he is innocent of the crimes
at the Bolzano camp. He was convicted in Italy in
absentia in 2000.

In Canada, a British Columbia court in 2003
said he should be extradited to Italy. The ruling
was upheld the following year by another pro-
vincial court. The high court’s decision in theory
clears the way for Seifert’s extradition. (4FP)

Internet Coal-fired Poland 1n
course for
priests

Iwona Bojarczuk
STAFF JOURNALIST

Krakow’s Roman Catholic archdiocese will of-
fer an online course beginning next month aimed
at helping priests deliver more effective sermons.

The move to Internet teaching of sermons comes
at a time when more priests are using computer-
based tools to deliver their messages from the pul-
pit. These tools include multimedia presentations.
Twenty-five priests in Poland and abroad will be
able to take the semester-long course, which will
last until summer.

Krakow’s Saint Stanislaw Publishing House is
producing the multimedia materials for the course.

Although the cost of the course is relatively
high — 800 zloty — many priests are eager to sign
up, the archdiocese says. Those who pass the final
examination will receive a certificate signed by
Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz of Krakow.

Today’s sermons should be short, concrete and
vivid, which is easier said than done. That’s why
the archdiocese decided on the course.

The students will not only write their sermons
but record them so instructors can hear their de-
livery. The instructors will give them feedback on
the sermons’ content, including how well they are
communicating what the priest wants to say, and
on the priests’ speaking skills.

Students will receive multimedia training aids
and be able to get online advice from such sermon
experts as Father Edward Staniek of the Pope
Theological Academy in Krakow.

“Nowadays we are facing a new challenge
— how to evangelize using modern means of com-
munication,” Father Staniek said.

In the future, multimedia presentations that in-
clude pictures will play a greater role, he said.

“The more pictures we have, the easier it will be
to evangelize,” he said. He noted that over the cen-
turies many artists have painted pictures of Bibli-
cal events and people, especially Jesus.

These works could be used to help deliver the
messages of sermons, he said.

After all, he said, “the greatest painting masters
were great theology masters as well.”

Father Robert Necka, the spokesman for the
Krakow archdiocese, agrees with Father Staniek
that more and more priests will be delivering mul-
timedia sermons.

Some Krakow priests are already doing so, in-
cluding Father Jacek Stryczek, who often preaches
to medical students.

Father Krzysztof Podstawka, director of the
Single Mothers Home in Lublin, said the Internet
is a great tool for priests. “A priest’s education
cannot end after graduation from the seminary,”
he said.

“Sermons are a huge challenge for a priest,”
and they should be delivered in ways that today’s
church-goers can relate to, Father Podstawka said.
That suggests multimedia.

In a day when people’s attention spans seem to
be short, a sermon should last no longer than 15
minutes, he said. The core of the message can be
delivered in a few sentences, he added.
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fighting mood over
EU emissions rules
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Belchatow power station.
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Coal is king in Poland, the EU’s top pro-
ducer, and Warsaw is poised for a fight to
keep burning as much as possible in power
stations, feeding its economy despite the
pollution.

Sitting on an estimated 140 years’ worth
of coal reserves, Poland is on tenterhooks
ahead of Brussels’ announcement Wednes-
day of final proposals for how the EU’s 27
member countries will have to shoulder the
burden of slashing 20 percent of the bloc’s
greenhouse gas emissions by 2020.

“We hope the European Commission
is taking into account the fact electricity
production in Poland remains and, unfortu-
nately, will remain based on coal burning,
which is a polluting technology. That’s a
Polish specific, and there’s no getting away
from it,” Environment Ministry spokes-
woman Elzbieta Strucka told AFP.

Poland, which has a population of 38
mln, generates 96 percent of its electricity in
power stations fired by coal, much of'it from
the country’s still-plentiful Silesian reserves
in the south.

In contrast, the proportion in neighbor-
ing Germany is 60 percent, and in France,
10 percent.

Coal miners were the aristocrats of Com-
munist Poland’s working class and despite
losing some of their privileges since its col-
lapse in 1989 they still remain influential
and command both respect and fear among
politicians when they hit the streets with
protests.

“Poland won’t be in a position by 2020
to make significant changes to this dominant
technology,” said Wladyslaw Mielczarski,
an expert from the European Energy Insti-
tute think-tank.

The 2004 EU entrant currently lacks the
financial resources to upgrade to less-pollut-
ing fossil-fuel power stations nor is it ready
to launch a program for the construction of
nuclear plants, said Mielczarski.

“Poland also lacks the right conditions to
be able to develop wind power and hydrau-
lic plants,” he added.

Alternative energy sources and energy-
saving programs nonetheless represent the

country’s best chance to change tack fast,
according to Andrzej Kassenberg, head of
Poland’s Institute for Sustainable Develop-
ment.

“The Communist era left us with an
industrial base that wastes an incredible
amount of energy. But whenever we’ve ac-
tually done a real economic calculation of
the costs, and shut down or upgraded the
most polluting plants, Poland has achieved
real results,” he stressed.

Poland was able to more than meet its
Kyoto Protocol obligations to curb emis-
sions of carbon dioxide — one of the main
gases held responsible for global climate
change — largely thanks to the closure of
a swathe of polluting, Communist-era in-
dustrial behemoths during market economy
reforms after 1989.

The country’s emissions are now 32 per-
cent lower than in 1988 — surpassing the
required six-percent cut — despite a tripling
of the number of vehicles on the road amid
growing wealth since the fall of commu-
nism.

But the EU’s executive body, the EC,
wants Warsaw to do even more.

In March 2007, the Commission gave
Polish heavy industry a carbon dioxide
emission quota of 208.5 mln tons for 2008-
2012, almost 27 percent lower than Warsaw
had requested.

Like several other ex-Communist EU
nations which joined the bloc in 2004, Po-
land complained that Brussels’ calculations
had failed to take into account the needs
created by rapid growth — the country’s
economy is expanding by around six per-
cent a year, keeping Poland near the top of
the EU table.

As a result, Warsaw last year launched a
lawsuit at the European Court of Justice to
contest its quota.

“Poland has growing energy needs and
should have the right to a higher quota,”
said Environment Ministry spokeswoman
Strucka.

With producers required to buy pollu-
tion permits under the EU’s carbon-trading
system if they want to exceed their quotas,
the ministry is forecasting electricity prices
could balloon by 18 percent by 2012.

Poland
receives
poor
rating in
economic
report

Kinga Rodkiewicz
STAFF JOURNALIST

The Heritage Foundation and Wall
Street Journal have prepared their annu-
al Economic Freedom Report. Poland has
no reason to be proud. According to the
2008 Index of Economic Freedom which
covers 162 countries and 10 specific free-
doms — such as trade freedom, business
freedom, investment freedom and prop-
erty rights — Poland was far down the list
at No. 83.

All of the other “post-communistic”
countries, including Bulgaria and Roma-
nia, ranked higher than Poland.

Experts say Poland’s low position is
the result of obstacles to investment, a
high level of corruption and insufficient
protections for private ownership.

The report analyzes economic freedom
in five geographic regions: Asia-Pacific,
Europe, the Americas, the Middle East
and North Africa, and Sub-Saharan Af-
rica. The top 10 most economically free
countries are: Hong Kong, Singapore,
New Zealand, the United States, Canada,
Ireland, Switzerland, Chile, Australia and
Great Britain. The bottom positions on
the list: North Korea, Cuba, Turkmeni-
stan and Libya.

“The European region enjoys mod-
erate growth and inflation,” the report
says, “but has been plagued by higher
unemployment rates than it should natu-
rally endure because the welfare state
economic model promoted by some as
socially ‘superior’ has failed to gener-
ate more employment opportunities year
after year.”

The Index of Economic Freedom is
also important because it links human
rights and economic freedom.

“Citizens in nations that are built on
greater economic freedom enjoy greater
access to ideas and resources, which are
the forces that let all of us exchange, in-
teract and participate in an increasingly
interconnected world,” the Heritage
Foundation says on its web site. “Access,
another form of freedom that has practi-
cal promise, is an important transmitting
mechanism that allows improvements in
human development and fosters better
democratic participation.”

In comparison to the last year’s report,
Poland improved its position on the chart
by three places.

The government with Donald Tusk as
prime minister has promised — after the
elections — to reduce the tax burden and
to propose a flat-rate tax. If it will result
in higher economic freedom in Poland,
we will see the results in the next report.
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Internet access in Poland
among worst in OECD

Michal Wojtas
STAFF JOURNALIST

Even though 2007 brought a major break-
through in the Polish broadband Internet
market, it’s still among the worst developed
in Europe. However, the end of the govern-
ment communications monopoly of TP S.A.
gives hope to Internet users in Poland for
lower prices and better quality.

Last year Polish Internet users for the first
time were given a choice of broadband sup-
pliers as the government ordered TP S.A.
to rent its infrastructure to other companies
willing to enter the market. The action was
essential for competition, because France
Telecom owns most of the Polish cable and
optical-fiber networks.

The changes came as a result of work done
by the Office of Electronic Communications
led by Anna Strezynska. Given the power to
regulate the market, she has used her author-
ity to set rules and guidelines for the com-
panies and to achieve her main goal: lower
prices for telephone and Internet connections
in Poland.

At the beginning of 2007, two TP S.A.
competitors from the telephone market — Ne-
tia and GTS Energis— also became Internet
providers. As clients of the former monopoly
TP S.A. were permitted to cancel their con-
tracts without financial penalties, tens of
thousands switched to the new suppliers.

Swedish Netia was more successful and
now provides broadband connections to
210,000 customers. Cable TV operators
Multimedia Polska and UPC have 190,000
and 265,000 clients respectively. The three
biggest mobile phone operators combined
supply Internet for 550,000 laptop or palm-
top users.

But they still cannot match TP S.A.,
which has nearly 2 mln customers. Compe-
tition on the broadband market has benefit-
ed customers, but Poland is still far behind
countries with the best Internet access.

According to the 2007 Communication
Outlook of the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development, Poland
is ranked 26th of 30 countries because of
its low broadband infrastructure and high
prices.

While average broadband transfer speed
in the OECD countries was 13.7 megabits
per second, in Poland it was as low as 4.2.
The Communication Outlook survey did not
include all positive effects of the changes on
the Polish market in 2007, as it was published
in November.

The number of computers per Polish
household remains low, which hampers net-
work infrastructure development. According
to the Polish Central Statistical Office, 54
percent of households have a computer, while
only 30 percent have broadband access to the
Internet.
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PM
picks
new

security
chiet

Jacek Cichocki .

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Prime Minister Donald Tusk early
this week announced he had nomi-
nated an expert on the former Com-
munist bloc as his security coordi-
nator, after the previous postholder
stepped down.

Tusk said he had picked 36-year-
old Jacek Cichocki as secretary of
state for security issues.

Cichocki’s job involves coordinat-
ing the work of the various arms of
Poland’s intelligence services on be-
half of the prime minister.

Cichocki is a specialist on the
global energy sector.

From 2004-2007 he was also at
the helm of a state-funded Center for
Eastern Studies, a think tank which
analyses the political, economic and
social situation in Central and East-
ern Europe, the Balkans, the Cauca-
sus and Central Asia.

Cichocki was nominated follow-
ing last week’s resignation for un-
specified personal reasons of Pawel
Gras, 43, who remains a member of
parliament for Tusk’s liberal Civic
Platform.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

U.S. personal computer giant Dell early
this week announced it had inaugurated a
new 200-min-euro ($290-mln) factory in
the central Polish city of Lodz.

The site is the second assembly plant
opened in Europe by Dell, which already
has a factory in Ireland, and will employ
1,200 people.

The Lodz plant will be “one of the most
advanced in Europe,” Dell said.

Dell said that its subcontractors were set
to invest a further 53 mln euro in the area.

The factory will assemble products
including the “Latitude” and “Inspiron”
computers and will enable the company to
shave two days from its current delivery
times, Dell said.
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Poland’s LOT buys 12
Embraer-175 planes

Polish flag carrier LOT said late last week it
had signed a contract with Brazilian aircraft maker
Embraer to buy 12 ERJ-175 medium-haul planes.

The deal, the cost of which was not revealed,
also includes an option to purchase a further 12
aircraft from the Embraer stable, LOT said.

The first 12 82-seat ERJ-175s will be brought
into service between 2009 and 2012 and are in-
tended to replace the company’s ERJ-145 aircraft.

LOT said the contract also allowed it to take
delivery of four ERJ-190 or ERJ-195 aircraft in
place of the final ERJ-175s. The ERJ-190 and
ERJ-195 have 102 and 112 seats respectively. In
a statement, Embraer’s vice-president Mauro Kern
said the deal would make LOT Europe’s largest
user of the Brazilian company’s planes. The Pol-
ish airline has four ERJ-175s, 10 ERJ-170s and 11
ERJ-145s in its medium-haul fleet, and 15 long-
and medium-haul aircraft from U.S. giant Boeing
and 13 regional planes built by the French-Italian
company ATR. LOT is a member of the Star Alli-
ance, steered by Germany’s Lufthansa. In the first
three quarters of last year, LOT made a net profit of
143 min zloty (40 mln euro, $59 mln), an increase
of 66 percent on the same period in 2006. (4FP)

Poland, Eureko seek
settlement in PZU battle

Poland announced late last week that it had be-
gun talks with Dutch-based group Eureko to try to
settle a long-running dispute over leading Polish
insurance company PZU.

During a meeting in Warsaw, Treasury Minister
Aleksander Grad and representatives of Eureko of-
ficials agreed that they wanted to “find an amicable
solution” to nearly nine years of jousting over the
Dutch group’s stake in PZU.

The two sides have agreed to set up a task force
that will set down the rules and timetable for fur-
ther negotiations, a treasury statement said.

In 1999, Eureko bought a 30-percent stake in
PZU for 3.1 bln zloty, then worth some 694.5 min
euro. Its stake has since risen to 33 percent minus
one share but Eureko insists it is entitled to a fur-
ther 21 percent under the terms of the privatization
contract. Poland’s treasury currently holds a 55
percent controlling stake in the vast company.

A string of Polish governments from both the
left and right have fought Eureko’s bid to take ma-
jority control of PZU, provoking a protracted legal
battle for control over Central Europe’s largest in-
surance company. (4FP)

Visa customers in Central
Europe hit by ATM glitch

Visa said late last week that a glitch in its trans-
action system in Poland, the Czech Republic and
Hungary had left an unspecified number of cus-
tomers with duplicated withdrawals on their ac-
counts.

“The transaction error occurred on Tuesday
morning when there was a duplication of ATM
transactions,” Visa Europe spokesman Simon
Kliene told AFP.

Kliene confirmed the problem was noted in Po-
land, the Czech Republic and Hungary.

“Customers could have been charged on more
than one occasion for each withdrawal,” Kliene
confirmed.

A late week edition of Dziennik daily described
the experience of one of its editors, whose name
was not released.

“On Monday he withdrew 50 zloty [15 euro,
$20]. Yesterday he checked his account balance. It
turned out the system duplicated the withdrawal 17
times. In effect his balance dropped by 850 zloty,”
Dziennik said.

Kleine did not disclose how many custom-
ers had been affected by the glitch, nor the total
number of Visa customers in the three countries
affected.

“We know where the fault exists,” Kliene said.
“The key thing now is to work with banks to rec-
tify the problem.”

The Visa spokesman categorically ruled out
the malfunction was the result of of an attack by
hackers.

“No, absolutely no way is this the work of
hackers,” he said. “We’ve never been the victims
of an attack — we have the most robust security
in place.” In Poland, customers of MultiBank,
mBank, Citibank, Toyota Bank and Poland’s lead-
ing state-controlled bank PKO BP were affected,
according to Dziennik. Visa Europe apologised to
cardholders in Poland, in an official statement ob-
tained by AFP. (4FP)

Inflation hits
4.0 pct n
December

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Poland’s inflation rate continued its steady rise in
December to hit 4.0 percent, up from 3.6 percent in No-
vember, official figures showed early this week.

On a year-on-year basis, inflation rose 3.0 percent in
October, 2.3 percent in September and 1.5 percent in
August.

On a monthly basis, prices rose 0.3 percent in Decem-
ber from November, the national statistics office said.

Inflation for 2007 averaged 2.5 percent, compared
with 1.0 percent in 2006, it added.

Keeping annual average inflation below the current
EU-set benchmark rate of just under 2.0 percent is a key
criteria for countries seeking to adopt the euro.

Poland has said that a switch from its currency, the
zloty, to the European single currency is still at least
four years away as it tries to meet other criteria includ-
ing reining in its budget deficit.
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Poland cuts 2007 deficit
to almost half of forecast
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Ministry of Finance in Warsaw.
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Poland slashed its state budget
deficit last year to almost half the
forecast figure, the Finance Ministry
said late last week, marking a crucial
step towards EU targets and adopting
the euro.

The 2007 deficit was around 16.9
bln zloty (4.7 bln euro, $7.0 bln),
compared with the 30 bln zloty pro-
jected in the 2007 budget, said Deputy
Finance Minister Elzbieta Suchocka-
Roguska.

Two weeks ago, Suchocka-Ro-
guska had estimated the 2007 deficit
would be less than 19 bln zloty.

The 2007 budget had forecast
that the overall public deficit, which
includes the deficits of the state,
as well as local authorities and the
health service, would amount to 3.7
percent of gross domestic product,
substantially exceeding a 3.0-percent
target for eurozone membership.

The deputy minister did not say
what the actual public deficit now
represents in terms of total economic
output.

However, a ministry official told

AFP: “Given that the state budget
deficit is the principal source of the
public deficit, we estimate that the
latter could be below 3.0 percent of
GDP.”

The EU’s executive body, the Eu-
ropean Commission, had estimated
that the ratio would fall to 2.7 percent
in 2007, rising again to 3.2 percent in
2008 and 3.1 percent in 2009.

The 2007 budget had been ap-
proved by Poland’s previous govern-
ment, led by the conservative and eu-
roceptic Law and Justice party.

The 2008 budget, recently passed
by the business-friendly and euro-
phile Civic Platform administration
which took office in November, fore-
casts a deficit of 27.09 bln zloty, or
3.2 percent of GDP.

The new government predicts
GDP growth of 5.5 percent in 2008.
The economy grew 6.4 percent in
the third quarter of last year on a 12-
month comparison.

Under the Maastricht Treaty
which created economic and mon-
etary union, and laid down obliga-
tions and conditions for EU members
to adopt the single currency, a public

deficit should not exceed 3.0 percent
of output. When Poland joined the
EU in May 2004, its fellow members
gave it until 2007 to bring its deficit
into line with the 3.0-percent bench-
mark.

The Stability and Growth Pact,
which reinforces this discipline for
countries in the eurozone, requires the
public accounts to move into surplus
in the medium term. The public defi-
cit covers central government, social,
and local authority budgets.

In joining the EU, Poland became
bound to work towards achieving
criteria for membership of the eu-
rozone which, with the accession on
Jan. 1 of Cyprus and Malta, now has
15 members from the 27 countries
in the EU. The main targets concern
inflation, interest rates, currency sta-
bility and containment of the public
deficit and debt, together with inde-
pendence of the central bank in man-
aging monetary policy.

While euro adoption is the prior-
ity for the new government, Finance
Minister Jacek Rostowski has said
a switch from the zloty to the single
currency is at least four years away.
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Marketing & Sales
Enthusiasts!!!
You are wanted!

We are currently looking
for people to join our
Marketing & Sales team.

Successful applicants will:
- enjoy the art of selling
and meeting new people

- have a minimum of
one year of sales experience
- be communicative and
flexible with a
non-09:00-17:00 mentality

If you are interested,
please write to us:
jargonmedia@gmail.com

| Native English Teacher | |

Top Management

A school of English in
Krakow is looking for a
native English teacher.
The position is available
immediately for a period
of one year.

The individual should be
enthusiastic and creative,
possession of a recognized
teaching qualification
(CELTA/TEFL) and some
relevant previous experi-
ence in work with groups
is required.

If you are interested in
this vacancy or would like
further information please
do not hesitate to send
your CV.

MINI MINI

RESUME

M 31, University degree in
engineering, 6 years
of top management
experience in leading
companies in industrial
cooling, refrigerating sector.
Project management.
Negotiations. Prepare
technical solutions. Full
scope of technical
support: pre-planning. PC.
Contact: jerrybarrows@
yahoo.com

eng_schoolkrakow@
yahoo.com |

Business/Personal Assistant

VACANCY

Helper/Au-Pair |

MINI

We are looking for

a Helper/Au-Pair.
Native English

speaker preferred.

aupairl52krakow@
yahoo.com

VACANCY

MINI

RESUME

Talented, experienced lady
is looking for a job of
Business/Personal Assistant
(full- or part-time)
Degree in Philology, 10
years experience in Western
companies. Very
responsible, goal
excellent organizational and
interpersonal skills.
Please contact me at:
hiopole@mail.ru
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Real estate prices
ontinue to rise

Kinga Rodkiewicz
STAFF JOURNALIST

High property prices in Poland are
prompting many developers to try and
renegotiate their purchase contracts.

If the renegotiation is rejected, de-
velopers sometimes just break their
contracts and pay fines to the property
owners.

“Actually, many developers have
broken agreements, paid the fines and
bought land somewhere else,” said
Jacek Bielecki, a director of the Pol-
ish Association of Developers. “It is a
clear business calculation. The situation
should persuade property owners to re-
duce their prices.”

According to Bielecki’s view, land
prices have been rising very quickly be-
cause of speculative capital, especially

Spanish.  “Actually this speculative
capital is now pulling out of Poland, so
there is no reason for such high pric-
es,” he told the daily newspaper Rzecz-
pospolita.

Experts emphasize that any decrease
in property prices will not be a large
one.

“Everything depends on location and
the property’s use,” Kacper Zaka of
the DI BRE Bank told Rzeczpospolita.
“Land for building houses, especially
in the suburbs of big cities, is still very
popular. That’s why I won’t predict a
big price decline in this category.”

However, many developers have
walked away from signed contracts.
The latest example was in Poznan,
where Triton Development withdrew
from an agreement to buy 6.8 hect-
ares near Lake Malta. The company

planned to build a hall, a hotel, a shop-
ping center and some apartments. Triton
promised to pay 40.9 min zloty for this
ground. According to a statement from
the company, Triton withdrew from
the project after a profitability analysis
came up short.

“There are markets like those in
Poznan or Katowice where property
owners haven’t noticed a break in the
market. They still demand high prices
and that’s why we have the failed trans-
actions,” said Henryk Feliks, a vice-
director of the development company
GANT. “On the other hand, in many
Polish cities like Warsaw, Krakow and
Wroclaw, we can see lower prices than
in 2007.”

If the exorbitant land prices start to
fall, that will be good news for those
who plan to build a house.
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Prime Minister Donald Tusk has an-
nounced many changes in government’s at-
titude towards business. The most important
is to increase economic freedom for Polish
companies.

The number of controls should be shrink-
ing and the accounting becoming much
simpler.

“I would like to be a prime minister who
understands better than my forerunners that
true economic success and the wealth of Pol-
ish people are born in the companies, not in
politicians’ offices,” Donald Tusk said at a
meeting with employers.

Tusk’s Civic Platform Party received
great election support from businessmen be-
cause the party promised to lower taxes and
seek a unified tax for all companies.

Tusk has thanked Polish businessmen for
creating 1.5 min jobs and has promised to
change the stereotypes connected with busi-
nessmen.

One proposal is to introduce the presump-
tion of innocence to business operations.

“In daily practice now, a businessman has
to prove that everything is legal,” Tusk said.
“A businessman — according to a definition
— is an honest person and has good will. The

presumption of innocence is an important el-
ement of bringing back bilateral trust in the
great economic game.”

As a consequence of this trust, the gov-
ernment wants to reduce controls. Accord-
ing to Civic Platform, regulations have
become the politicians’ tool to control the
Polish economy.

Another proposal of the new government
is to reduce the minimum initial capital
required for public limited companies to
25,000 zloty and for joint stock companies
to 250,000 zloty. These would be 50 percent
reductions.

Another important issue for employers
is to accept the euro as the Polish currency.
Civic Platform, before taking power in 2007,
announced that Poland should be using euro
between 2010 and 2013.

Convergence criteria (also known as the
Maastricht criteria) are the standards for
EU member states to enter the third stage of
European Economic and Monetary Union
(EMU) and to adopt the euro. The four
main criteria are connected with inflation
rate, government finance, exchange rate and
long-term interest rate.

According to the prime minister, Poland
will adopt the euro as soon as it fulfills all
criteria.
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E-studies for local foreigners
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E-studies commence in Warsaw.
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Urszula Ciolkiewicz
STAFF JOURNALIST

The idea of studies via the In-
ternet is nothing new. Plenty of
Warsaw schools have e-learning
in their offerings. However, they
are now discovering a new target
— young Poles working abroad.

More and more new schools
are offering master’s titles to stu-
dents whose only visits to a school
building come at exam time. And
soon it will become possible
to take exams anywhere in the
world.

The Polish Japanese Institute
of Information Technology offers
e-studies that don’t differ much
from the traditional ones — they
just take place on the Internet.
Professors meet their students in
person twice a year, during the
exam sessions.

The learners are in contact with
the lecturers thanks to e-chats on
the Internet.

One of the merits of e-studies
is that they are much cheaper than
the traditional ones in classrooms.
They also are convenient for dis-
abled people, as well as for those
who live permanently abroad. Ac-
cording to education specialists,
e-exams for Poles who live and
work, for example, in London will
soon become a common practice.

What do the students think
about e-studies?

“This is a very good idea,” says
Marta from Warsaw University.
But they will miss some of the
highlights of campus life. “What
about the student dorms and the
parties every weekend?” she asks.

Warsaw Stock Exchange hit by slump
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Michal Wojtas
STAFF JOURNALIST

The new year has been anything but
happy for Polish investors. The War-
saw Stock Exchange has been hit by the
worst plunge in two years. During the
last two weeks, shares have fallen by
15 percent on average.

WIG index, the most important indi-
cator for all Warsaw shares, fell from
55,521 on Jan. 2 to 46,204 on Jan. 16,
which for most investors became known
as Black Wednesday.

After stocks went slightly up on
Thursday and Friday, the plunge contin-
ued after a weekend break. On Monday,
WIG fell to 44,509, causing more panic
among share owners.

The Warsaw exchange is following
a worldwide down trend, even though
the Polish economy is in good condition,
especially when compared to the U.S..
Poland’s economic growth forecast for

2008 is 5.5 to 6 percent, while the U.S.
prediction is just 1.8 percent. But last
week’s pessimistic statement by U.S.
Fed chief Ben Bernanke on the state of
the American economy also influenced
investors’ expectations in Poland.

The January slump closed a period
of growth on WSE from May of 2003,
when the WIG was around the 15,000
level.

Those who began investing then or
even during the last two years are mostly
still on the plus side.

The main casualties of the stock de-
cline are the newcomers who put their
money into mutual funds in the last 12
months. They have already lost much
of their funds in 2008 and have started
panic money withdrawals in some cas-
es. According to the daily newspaper
Gazeta Wyborcza, 5 bln zloty of the
145 bln in Polish mutual funds has been
withdrawn.

Most experts say that it’s far too late

now to be selling shares that already
have lost much of their value. Their
advice is rather to wait it out until the
stock exchange begins to rebound. But
even they are unsure when that will
happen.

Most market consultants now expect
the stock charts to flatten for more than
half the year. The end of 2008 should
see the WIG growing again, they say.

This forecast, however, could be
adversely affected by international
markets, mainly by the New York Dow
Jones if the U.S. should head into a
long-time economic recession.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Economy Waldemar Pawlak has ap-
pealed to investors to remain calm and
has tried to assure them that the Polish
economy is not threatened by other
stock exchanges around the world.

Pawlak also has pointed to the high
level of foreign investment and the in-
ternal demand in Poland.
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German civilians

Alicja Natkaniec
STAFF JOURNALIST

An isolated Baltic Sea island
was the scene of an ugly chap-
ter in modern Polish history — the
revenge killing of dozens of eth-
nic Germans just after the end of
‘World War II.

The Institute of National Re-
membrance in Poland has begun
trying to discover what really hap-
pened on Wolin Island in the harsh
winter of 1945 and 1946.

The institute, located in Warsaw,
is responsible for gathering docu-
ments and information about Pol-
ish post-war history and prosecut-
ing war crimes against peace and
humanity.

Thick Baltic ice cut off the is-
lands of Wolin and Uznam from
the rest of Poland. That meant that
would-be victims of any atrocities
would be unable to escape. About
22,000 ethnic Germans were living
on the islands when the Red Army

occupied Poland. The islands also
included a few hundred Poles,
mainly officials of newly estab-
lished Communist institutions.

The Poles included Communist
secret police and militia officials
burning with a desire for ven-
geance. And, according to histo-
rians, they exacted their revenge.
The Institute of National Remem-
brance said Poles killed more than
40 ethnic-German civilians, and
robbed or imprisoned others.

Those committing the crimes
drew no distinction between those
who had been Nazi soldiers and
ordinary ethnic Germans whose
families had lived for centuries on
Polish soil in such places as Silesia,
Pomerania and East Prussia.

With many Poles harboring
memories of German brutality
during the war, acts of retribution
against German civilians were
common after the war. In fact,
fearing retribution, many Germans
fled.

When the ice that had isolated
Wolin melted, a Communist offi-
cial from the nearby mainland city
of Koszalin arrived to check out the
situation on the island. When he
began hearing about the number of
atrocities committed against Ger-
mans there, he launched an inves-
tigation. But the seven Poles who
were found guilty received slap-on
-the-wrist sentences — a few years
imprisonment each.

Communist officials never let
the public know about this dis-
graceful part of Polish history.
Many facts about the atrocities are
still unknown and that’s why the
Institute of National Remembrance
is looking into the situation.

There are indications that most
of the murders took place in a mi-
litia building on ul. Piastowska in
Swinoujscie that is now a school.
Institute staff believe the murder
victims may have been buried un-
der what is today an asphalt school
playground.

The Silesian parliament in Katowice.

killed i revenge

Krakow film favorite Wajda delights
at Oscar pick for WWIll-era film
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Acclaimed director Andrzej Wajda, who has
a strong following throughout Poland and in the
nation’s cultural capital Krakow, said he was
delighted early this week at the Oscar nomina-
tion for his movie “Katyn,” recounting the 1940
Soviet slaying of thousands of Polish soldiers,
including his father.

“I’'m extremely happy that such a subject has
been well received,” Wajda, 81, told reporters af-
ter learning he was in the running.

“Some said that it wasn’t worth delving into
history any more. Well it was worth it,” he said.

“Katyn” was one of five films to receive an
Academy Awards nomination in the best foreign
film category.

It takes its title from the forest in the former
Soviet Union where many of the 22,500 Polish
army officers captured by the Red Army were
massacred during World War II.

The film is primarily fictional, but the fact that
it is based on real events adds to its emotional
pull, Wajda said.

It also uses archive material shot by both the
Nazi Germans and Soviet authorities.

Much of the film is set in the southern Polish
city of Krakow between 1939 and 1950, and tells
the story of the agonising wait of local women

for news of their loved ones.

Wajda’s father, Captain Jakub Wajda, was one
of the victims of the killings, making the movie a
deeply personal affair for the director, who him-
self fought in the Polish resistance and began his
film career in 1950.

The massacre at Katyn and a swathe of other
sites came in the wake of Moscow’s deal with
Nazi Germany to invade and carve up Poland, in
1939.

The Polish officers captured by the Red Army
were deemed anti-Communist “counterrevolu-
tionaries” and picked out to be killed by the So-
viet NKVD secret police.

The episode remained obscured for a long
time, even when the Nazis revealed the existence
of the mass graves they discovered in 1941 after
they invaded the Soviet Union.

Moscow blamed the Germans for the mas-
sacre, and the West remained silent so as not to
antagonize the Soviet Union, then a valuable ally
in the fight against Hitler.

The subject remained taboo in post-war Po-
land, which was part of the Communist bloc until
1989.

It was only in 1990 that then-Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev admitted his country’s re-
sponsibility.

“Russian cinema-goers will be surprised to

discover things which were covered up or air-
brushed from their history,” Wajda said.

However, he said he was pleased that the film
has not stirred anti-Russian feeling in Poland
since its release last September — on the anniver-
sary of the 1939 Soviet invasion.

“Katyn” is considered a serious contender for
an Oscar. It competitors include Kazakhstan’s
entry “Mongol,” which tells the epic story of
the early life of warrior-leader Genghis Khan,
and Russia’s “12,” about a jury deliberating its
verdict on a Chechen boy accused of murdering
his stepfather. The other nominees are Israel’s
“Beaufort,” about Israeli soldiers based in Leba-
non as they prepare to withdraw, and Austria’s
“The Counterfeiters,” a drama based on a Nazi-
led counterfeiting operation in the 1930s.

Wajda noted that all five films have a violent,
military or historical flavour.

“Maybe people are afraid of a latent conflict in
some unexpected part of the globe. Maybe film
directors have a premonition,” he said.

Wajda has been an unsuccessful Oscar nomi-
nee three times, earning picks in 1976 for “Zi-
emia obiecana” (The Promised Land), in 1979
for “Panny z Wilka” (The Maids of Wilko) and
in 1982 for “Czlowiek z zelaza” (Man of Iron).

He won an honorary Oscar in 2000 in recogni-
tion of five decades of film-making.

Quality Accommodation for Less

TOURNET
Guest Rooms

ul. Miodowa 7
Kazimierz District, Krakow
Tel.: (0) 12 292-0088
www.accommodation.krakow.pl
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Mystical minaret near Rynek Kleparz

Monika Stumpo
STAFF JOURNALIST

As you hurry down ul. Dluga on your
way to the Kleparz Market you might
have noticed the building on the corner
of Pedzichow. You can see it much better
from the other side of the street once the
tram passes and you have a clear view of
the three majestic towers rising above the
otherwise drab apartments.

Your attention is drawn to the center
tower, a minaret, the turret from which
the muezzin calls Moslems to prayer. This
minaret, bearing the Islamic Crescent, is
a mystery on top of an otherwise typical
building in an overwhelmingly Catholic
country. On the wall outside is a plaque
dedicated to Ludomil Rayski, a Polish pi-
lot who fought in both World Wars defend-
ing not only Poland but Turkey since he
was also a Turkish citizen. However, the
minaret’s story, begins not with Ludomil
but with his father Teodor who accord-
ing to legend at the age of 68 built the

structure for his second wife, a beautiful
exotic Egyptian. Perhaps, then, this can be
thought of as Krakow’s Taj Mahal.

After the failure of the January Uprising
of 1863 in Poland, Teodor Rayski emigrat-
ed to Turkey, then the center of the Otto-
man Empire. At this time the Empire was
going through a serious internal crisis. The
sharia, or Islamic law, which dictated both
spiritual and secular life in the multi-ethnic
and multi-religious Empire, was conflict-
ing with Turkish nationalistic thoughts that
were seeping in from neighboring Europe-
an countries.

According to Ludomil Rayski’s biog-
raphy “A Flight Towards Bitter Fame”
(literal translation of Polish title “Lot ku
gorzkiej slawie”) by J.S. Latka, the au-
thor of many books concerning Poles in
Turkey, Teodor Rayski was taken in by a
refugee center for Polish and Hungarian
revolutionaries that Michal Czajkowski’s,
had set up. Czajkowski had taken the name
Mehmed Sadyk Pasha.

Rayski joined the Ottoman Cossack Bri-

gade organized by Sadyk Pasha to continue
the fight against Russian Imperialism. The
expanding Russian Empire had declared
itself protector of the Christian Orthodox
faith and was trying to break up the Otto-
man Empire by instigating religious tur-
moil in the Balkans and Caucausus.

When the Russo-Turkish War broke out
in 1877 Rayski joined the newly formed
Polish Legion in the Ottoman Army. As
the saying goes “my enemy’s enemy is my
friend.”

Teodor Rayski served the Ottoman
Empire until his retirement, returning to
Poland in 1892 to settle down in Krakow.
After all those years Rayski came back as
a Turkish citizen, a Moslem and married
to Jozefa Syroczynska, the owner of this
apartment building on ul. Dluga.

Here the facts dwindle and the leg-
end begins. Supposedly, Teodor Rayski
then left for Egypt where he met an “ex-
otic beauty.” The story goes that Rayski
planned to marry her and he returned home
to build the mosque and minaret for her.

We do know that the blueprint for the
minaret tower addition was accepted by
the city of Krakow on June 7, 1910. It was
built by a renowned local architect Henryk
Lamensdorf who had designed dozens of
other apartments in Krakow. From the at-
tic of the apartment building a staircase
leads up to a barrier blocking entrance
to the minaret with the Islamic Crescent.
Unfortunately, just three years after the
city granted the right for the use of the at-
tic as a mosque Teodor Rayski died. After
Teodor’s death the minaret and mosque
lost it’s meaning. Was there a mysterious
Egyptian who came to Krakow to live? In
any case the facts show that when Rayski’s
wife Jozefa Rayska died the apartment was
than given over to the city. Lacking utili-
ties, the mosque/attic was not lived in. In
the 1950s a tenant transformed the mosque
into a livable apartment. He equipped the
attic with electricity and water and built
a kitchen and a bathroom, destroying the
semicircle niche which forms the mirhab.
The mirhab is the wall indicating the direc-

tion of the Kaaba which Moslems should
face when praying. The only punishment
for this destructive renovation was a 300
zloty fine.

The existence of Teodor’s Egyptian will
probably never be found out. Although,
it does seem likely that the minaret and
mosque were built for Rayski’s personal
use, while the apartment definately belonged
to his first wife Jyzefa. It would seem far
fetched that this Polish woman would have
acquiesced to her husband’s wish to build a
minaret for a second woman.

Teodor Rayski lived in Turkey for over
20 years and clearly Islam had a profound
impact on him throughout the remainder
of his life. This tribute to Islam in Krakow
reminds us of wars and empires past; of a
man’s acceptance and conversion to a new
religion and his return to his native land.

Teodor Rayski, his Polish wife, the leg-
endary Egyptian beauty and the tower that
connects them all are just another element
of the historical magic added to the many
legends of Krakow.

Promoting corporate
responsibility for a
responsible Krakow

Krakow AIESEC members.

Adelina Krupski
STAFF JOURNALIST

As part of the AIESEC project “Respon-
sible Krakow,” a conference was held on
17 Jan. at the University of Economics,
comprising an introductory presentation, a
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Krzysztof Skonieczny

“Red,” was

completed sup-

of pieces of film music by another

Cinema”), which presented fine and

STAFF JOURNALIST

The Juliusz Slowacki Theater will
host a concert Jan. 25 of Wojciech
Kilar’s music, commemorating Pol-
ish director Krzysztof Kieslowski.

Because of immense interest in
the event (the free tickets were gone
within two days), it will be repeated
three days later, Jan. 28 at 19:30 in
the Krakow Philharmonic.

The 1941-born Kieslowski stud-
ied direction in the National Film
School in Lodz. Among his most fa-
mous works are 10 short television
films, known as “The Decalogue”
(“Dekalog”), and a trilogy he di-
rected in France, “Three Colors”
(“Trois couleurs”), consisting of the
movies “Blue,” “White” and “Red,”
created between 1993 and 1994.

posedly at the peak of his career.
It was nominated for the Acad-
emy Award in two categories, Best
Original Screenplay and Best Di-
rector. Nevertheless, he decided
that this was his last picture. He
did not have much time to recon-
sider the decision because he died
two years later after heart surgery.
Apart from his films, Kieslowski
left screenplays, most of them
written along with his friend, law-
yer Krzysztof Piesiewicz, who was
also the co-author of “Decalogue”
and “Three Colors.” They include
“Heaven” — a part of another tril-
ogy that included “Purgatory” and
“Hell” — which was filmed in 2002
by Tom Tykwer, and included Cate
Blanchett as the main character,
Philippa. This concert will consist

of Kieslowski’s friends, composer
Wojciech Kilar. Kilar’s works in-
clude scores for “Bram Stoker’s
Dracula” directed by Francis Ford
Coppola, and Roman Polanski’s
movies, such as “Death and the
Maiden,” “The Ninth Gate” and
“The Pianist.”

In Poland he is best known for his
long-time cooperation with Krzysz-
tof Zanussi, and, among others,
with Kieslowski himself, for whom
he wrote the music for the 1981
“Przypadek” (“Coincidence”).

Hosting the event will be one of
Kieslowski’s favorite actors, who
appeared in nine of the “Deca-
logue” movies, Artur Barcis, along
with Grazyna Torbicka, a television
journalist, best known as host of the
program “Kocham Kino” (“I Love

famous movies.

The screenplay of the concert
was created by Stanislaw Zawislin-
ski, author of a book on Kieslowski,
called “Wazne, zeby isc” (“The im-
portant thing is to go on”). The mu-
sic will be performed by the Simfo-
nietta Cracovia orchestra, directed
by Michal Nesterowicz.

Concert info: The event will take
place on Friday and Monday, Jan.
25 and 28, at 19:30 in the Krakow
Philharmonic, on ul. Zwierzyniecka
1. The free tickets (no more than
two per person) can be obtained
at the Tourist Information Network
(Siec Informacji Miejskiej) office
on ul. sw. Jana 2 from Jan. 23.
They should be picked up soon as
they may not last long.

to the concept of Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR).

The innovative project aims to spread
the CSR strategy through the formation of
responsible leaders, aware of their influ-
ence on the environment.

AIESEC, the world’s largest student
organization,
developed “Re-
sponsible  Kra-
kow” in order
to promote CSR
among business-
es and students.
Since the idea
has yet to catch
on in Poland, the
focus is on at-
tracting as many
participants
as possible, to
educate  them
about CSR, and
to present them

with the possi-

bility of enhanced competitiveness achiev-
able through the operation of a responsible
business.

Szymon Konarski, from the public re-
lations agency Krakowian International
Consultants, opened the conference with
a presentation dealing with the essential
points of CSR and the advantages a com-
pany can expect once the strategy is intro-
duced.

According to Konarski, the establish-
ment of a responsible business is not a
single action, but rather a building pro-
cess, taken on voluntarily, which requires
a system that extends beyond statutory ob-
ligation — what a company needs to do to
comply with the law.

The CSR approach maintains that, in
order to prosper, a business must protect
and promote the interests of society by ori-
entating itself with four key areas.

First, an audit should be carried out in
order to verify customer satisfaction. Sec-
ond, the business must ensure that its em-
ployees are motivated, by providing them

with benefits such as training, healthcare
and bonuses. Next, in offering financial
aid, the business helps in fulfilling the ma-
terial needs of the community.

Finally, investing in new, eco-friendly
technologies is one of the many ways in
which a business can demonstrate forward
thinking while supporting the environment
and often reducing waste in the process.

To remain competitive in the global
world, businesses need to consider the
welfare of their customers, employees,
communities, and environment in all as-
pects of operation. This central aspect of
CSR is especially relevant to the world
of globalization, which has led to higher
expectations on the part of clients. Occur-
rences of boycotting and the gradual loss
of meaning in traditional marketing meth-
ods prove that clients now seek more than
quality in the product — they look hard at
the values of the company. Consequently,
companies are searching to find new ways
to identify themselves. The presentation
also addressed questions dealing with

issues such as the relevance of CSR to
small companies, whether the open market
leaves room for a responsible business,
and the inevitable question: is implement-
ing CSR worth the effort?

In addition, the role of non-governmen-
tal organizations in CSR was examined
during the discussion, in the sense that this
role has grown more significant.

Konarski stressed the point that NGOs,
provided they are invited to do so, act as
excellent business partners.

During the panel discussion, Dr. Janina
Filek, professor at the University of Eco-
nomics, affirmed that, with the help of
education and the propagation of sound
procedures, Poland will make its way from
its present state, in which corruption, deceit,
and unemployment are at a relatively high
level, to a position where it will implement
the principles of CSR.

In addition to the company workshops
held last week, AIESEC has organized
workshops for students to take place on Feb.
28 and March 6.
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Thousands queue for collector’s coins

Michal Wojtas
STAFF JOURNALIST

Anyone on ul. Basztowa late last week
had a chance to see something unusual:
hundreds of people queued in front of the
seat of the regional branch of the National
Bank of Poland (NBP).

Some of them were in line even before
dawn in order to guarantee themselves
the best possible position to buy a newly
issued collector’s coin with an image of a
peregrine falcon.

Some were in line just to sell their
place to those who didn’t want to wait
for hours.

The 20-zloty silver coin was offered
for 91 zloty, but still thousands of people
wanted to buy it, as it was possible to sell
it for as much as 300 zloty right after
leaving the bank. Many regard rare coins
as a good investment, and some collec-
tors were trying to buy as many falcon
coins as possible.

The bank had anticipated a high de-
mand for the falcon coin and a total of
107,000 were minted. Only a quarter of

them were sold by the bank in Poland’s
biggest cities; the rest went to collectors
via specialized trade agencies.

It was not the first time that NBP col-
lector’s coins have sparked such a big in-
terest among Poles. In December, a coin
issued to commemorate writer Joseph
Conrad’s 150th birthday produced brawls
among the people standing in lines.

And all the fuss is not without reason.
For example, a 20-zloty coin with pieces
of amber was sold for 57 zloty in 2001,
and now its market price reaches 3,000
zloty, even though 30,000 of them were
minted.

Coin prices remain high in Poland,
although many collectors expect them to
slump even before the introduction of the
euro to Poland in 2012.

This year, many new coins will go into
collectors’ hands, as NBP plans to issue
13 new designs.

Among them is a 200-zloty coin to
commemorate the Summer Olympic
Games in Beijing. The Olympic coin will
be issued in April, and its actual price
hasn’t been decided yet.

Jagiellonian University opens
Center for Holocaust Studies

Collegium Novum, the main building of Jagiellonian University.

English - Polish

EPE Translations

- English

Agency providing translation services for
companies working

in multicultural environment as well as for
private individuals.

Deliver standard, technical and sworn
translations at competitive prices.
Also provide interpreters located in
Ireland, UK and Poland.

Check out www.epetranslations.com
tel: (0048) (0) 12 4212300

Valentine's Day

Master Chef - Rafal Targosz

invites for special menu
ForiThose.in Love

Krakow, ul. NaGrodku 4
tel: +48 12 431 90 30
www.donimirski.com

Adelina Krupski
STAFF JOURNALIST

The Jagiellonian University in
Krakow inaugurated its Center
for Holocaust Studies on Jan. 17,
as the first establishment among
Polish colleges to concentrate on
the study and research of Jewish
annihilation.

Belonging to the Faculty of
International and Political Stud-
ies, the Center emerged from the
expansion of what was previously
an office under the Institute of
European Studies. Dr Jolanta
Ambrosewicz-Jacobs, director of
the new Center, states that, since
the year 2000, there has been a
worldwide appeal for the com-
memoration of the Holocaust,
which, together with the natural
development of the University,
led to the formation of the Center
for Holocaust Studies.

The objective is to conduct

didactic lessons pertaining to the
Holocaust and directly related is-
sues. Consequently, educational
materials will be designed to
counteract anti-Semitism, racism,
xenophobia and discrimination.
The Center aims to spread knowl-
edge on the Holocaust and other
genocides through a wide range
of methods, such as organized
conferences, seminars, gather-
ings, readings, and lectures. In
addition, it plans to produce its
own web site, publications, and
electronic database.

According to Dr Ambrosewicz-
Jacobs, this area of study requires
more than the straightforward
presentation of dry, historical
facts during lectures. The innova-
tive teaching methods employed
are appropriate as they allow for
the instigation of emotions. Lec-
turers themselves are also encour-
aged to participate in workshops
and documentary film viewings.

RECRUITMENT

FOR PERMANENT,
TEMPORARY AND
CONTRACT STAFF
IN IRELAND & UK

® Ireland
tel: (00353) 45 883420

e-mail: claire@issrecruitment.com

® Manchester, UK
tel: (0044) 0 161 9090050

e-mail: issrecruitment@yourcomms.net
. it I

Recognizing its role in Krakow,
the Center intends to organize ex-
hibits, which will be fully open to
the public.

Another key effort on the part
of the Center is the development
of partnerships with international
and national institutes holding
similar characteristics and goals,
such as Yad Vashem in Jerusa-
lem and the Auschwitz-Birkenau
State Museum, with which the
Jagiellonian University has been
collaborating, as well as coop-
eration with relevant publications
and scholarly periodicals.

The Center also plans to guar-
antee students and lecturers ac-
cess to existing educational re-
sources in Europe, Israel and the
U.S. relating to the memory of
the history, culture and annihila-
tion of Jews in Poland, as well
as the history and significance of
Auschwitz for current and future
generations.
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arm winter, cold beer at Pod Wawelem

Krzysztof Skonieczny
STAFF JOURNALIST

This year’s strangely warm win-
ter encourages you to, among other
things, take a walk around Planty
Park.

If, by any chance, on such a walk
you get hungry, there is certainly one
place you should take into consid-
eration. Its name is Pod Wawelem—
Kompania Kuflowa, and it rests
calmly, as the name suggests, near
the foot of the Wawel hill.

An old red truck full of beer bar-
rels greets the guests, and seems to
warn them that they are about to en-
ter a somewhat different dimension,
and then it really happens. Going
through the door seems like leav-

ing the 21st Century and entering a
slightly postmodern version of the
beginning of the 20th.

The interior is designed as what
appears to be a slightly humorous
tribute to the Austro-Hungarian em-
pire’s restaurants. It has several spa-
cious rooms, each one with an origi-
nal decoration. Parts of the kitchen
can be seen through an internal win-
dow, showing that the staff has noth-
ing to hide — and, indeed, nothing to
be ashamed of.

Even a place seemingly as unin-
teresting as the rest room has been
made with a touch of humor, with
witty notes hanging on the walls here
and there, advising the guests to “be-
have silently and with dignity” while
inside, or reminding the “guests from

the current Capital” of the “possibil-
ity to wash their hands.” For some
unknown reason, these notes hang
only in the men’s room.

And what about the food? The
name Kompania Kuflowa (The Beer
Mug Company) suggests the most
important drink — and indeed, beer is
quite cheap and comes in large, two-
pint mugs (12 zloty).

The meals are also quite large, and
certainly not expensive, with most of
the main courses costing from 19 to
30 zloty.

The menu includes mostly dishes
from what was the Austro-Hungari-
an empire, but is not limited to them,
so you can choose the plate-size Gi-
ant Schnitzel as well as oysters or an
Argentinean steak.

[.ocal Rio festival

Iwona Bojarczuk
STAFF JOURNALIST

Krakow is staging its first Carni-
val this month and next.

Tourism officials hope the event
becomes bigger and bigger each
year so, it draws throngs of visitors
at a time that has traditionally been
a tourism dead spot.

Running from Jan. 26 to Feb. 5,
Carnival will feature 40 events, in-
cluding parades, concerts, costume
balls and film shows — the same in-
gredients as the world-famous car-
nivals in Rio de Janeiro and Koln.

Most events will be free. Free
tickets to events in places with lim-
ited seating capacity are available
at City Information Net locations.
City Information Net is a network
of offices where tourists receive free
information about the city and lo-
cal cultural events.

“Carnival is a new tourist prod-

Every Thursday, Friday

and Saturday,
from 6:00 p.m. till 11:00 p.m.

Discount for children.

Radiszon SAS Hotel

Milk&Co Restaurant
ul. Straszewskiego 17
J1-101 Krakdw

Soft drinks and house wine included.

uct for Krakow,” said Maja Drex-
ler, deputy director of the Krakow
Festival Office. Tourism officials
hope it becomes a staple of the city’s
tourism calendar, she said.

The idea for a Krakow Carni-
val came from a line on the widely
read tourism web site Orbitz.com.
“Krakow has a busy social life and
a wonderful carnival,” it said.

Krakow actually didn’t have a
Carnival at the time, but the web
site notation got tourism officials
here thinking about one.

The “colorful parades, full of
splendor,” and the dancing and fire-
works may be unable to compete
with the Carnival extravaganzas in
Rio’s Copa Cabana district at first
but Krakow’s carnival tradition is
worth starting, said Grazyna Leja
of the Krakow tourism office. She
came up with the idea.

Krakow’s Carnival will start in
Brazilian style Jan. 26, when about

300 KTO Theater actors and ac-
tresses ride on parade floats from
ul. Florianska to Rynek Glowny
(Market Square).

The Cracovia Danza ballet
troupe will perform Carnival danc-
es at the Groteska Theater. Carni-
val-themed movies will be shown at
the Sfinks movie theater.

Krakow will celebrate Fat Thurs-
day — a staple of other cities’ Carni-
vals — Jan. 31.

In the Catholic tradition, Fat
Thursday is the last day before
Lent and a day of feasting.

Carnival-goers can watch cou-
ples in costumes of royalty danc-
ing a waltz at Maly Rynek (Little
Square). Krakow’s confectioners
will supply the spectators with free
doughnuts.

Carnival organizers plan to make
it more spectacular each year.

This year’s event will just be a
preview of things to come, said Ag-
nieszka Gilarska, head of the Festi-
val Office.

“The custom of the Carnival
celebration was derived from an
ancient feast which was aimed
at restoring order in the world,”
Drexler said.

Although Krakow’s Carnival
does not have that ambitious a goal,
“it will surely offer positive energy
for the entire year,” she said.
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BUILDING & REPAIR

ANGLO-POLISH EXPERT BUILDERS
Specialists in Interior Renovations. Quality,
Efficiency and Reliability. In Poland and
Across Europe. References Available.
Please Call: +48 608-849-189

WOODEN HOMES

Companies wanted who can built wooden
houses in Western Europe. pas@ftruitier.nl

MEDICAL SERVICES

Medical Service for Foreigners
+48 609-201-372. Since 1990.

GUITAR CATERING

Are you looking for classical guitar music
for your restaurant or gathering. Spanish,
Argentinian and Italian classical music.
guitarcatering@gmail.com

EDITING SERVICES

Need help editing your English-language
texts? Write: media.editing@gmail.com

PRIVATE LESSONS

Lessons in English with native speakers
— journalists. Improve your conversation
skills and grammar through reading, ana-
lyzing and discussing interesting articles.
Decent rates. jerrybarrows@yahoo.com

Learn Russian from native speaker in Kra-
kow. susanna202001@yahoo.com

NETWORKING

A Dutch businessman is looking to meet
fellow countrymen based in Krakow and
the region for networking, chatting and
generally being cheap together. Write:
namhctud.gniylf.eht@gmail.com

Looking for Russian speakers to hang out,
talk, have a good time. Please write me at:
jamisonmarshall@gmail.com

Searching for lonely depressed people
who are questioning the meaning of life.
yourfavoriteunclebob@gmail.com

MINI-GUIDE

Meeting >
people... i

__.'-'L II{ T

Matchmaking Agency Polonia

Over 500 partner seeking Polish ladies
www.loveinpoland.com

Deutsch-Polnische Partnervermittlung Polonia
Uber 500 polnische Damen auf Partnersuche
www.pv-polonia.de

Krakow,ul.Krowoderska 61a/9

Tel.: +48 12 633-6152

Taxis

Barbakan

ul. Ks. St. Truszkowskiego 52
(0) 12 683-3599

eMail:
biuro@barbakan.krakow.pl
www.taxi.barbakan.krakow.pl

Tele-Taxi

ul. Dzielskiego 2
Toll Free!

(0) 800 500-500

Tel.: (0) 12 413-9696
(0) 501-449-626
9626(@tele-taxi.krakow.pl

BOOKS

Looking for books of Betrand Russell in
English. anaksymander@wp.pl

I want to find any and all books printed by
Soviet and pre-Soviet Russian publishing
houses, or even old samizdat. I am also
looking for Soviet newspapers and
magazines of sorts and genres.
krichlvivpublications@yahoo.com

INVESTORS

Looking for individuals interested in invest-
ing in a growing and successful business in
Poland. Please write: alec_news@mail.ru

CATERING

Interested in trying homemade Russian
pelmeni or Armenian pierogi? Top Russian
chef offers great quality for low prices.
Write: russianchef@gmail.com

PERSONALS

Looking for a HOT time in the middle of
winter?? We’re organizing parties all year
with a climate for swingers. Krakow area.
In a modern restaurant/club with food and
drinks and a hot show to begin with then
the party will get started!!
top10magazine@gmail.com

Looking for
individuals
interested in
investing in a
growing
successful
media
business
in Poland.

Write:

alec_news@mail.ru

Our

British-Polish
Chamber of Commerce

British Petroleum Polska
ul. Jasnogorska 1

Buma Square
Office Building
ul. Wadowicka 6

Energoprojekt-
Krakow SA
ul. Mazowiecka 21

Euromarket
Office Center
ul. Jasnogorska 1

IBM BTO
ul. Armii Krajowej 18

International
Paper Polska
ul. Lubicz 23

Krakow Tech Park

Lubicz Office Building
ul. Lubicz 23

Symposium Cracoviense
ul. Krupnicza 3

Universities & Schools

British International
School of Krakow
ul. Smolensk 25

Center for
International Studies
Tischner European
University
ul.Westerplatte 11

Gzegrzolka
ul. sw. Tomasza 1

Maly Rynek
Language School
Maly Rynek 3

Open Mind
ul. Bracka 1a/1

Pedagogical University
of Krakow
ul. Karmelicka 41

Politechnika

Krakowska

1. International Training
Center “Czyzyny”

2. Centrum “Sokrates”

Jagiellonian University:
1. Campus

2. Administration
Building

3. Dom Goscinny
“Przegorzaly”

4. Institute of European
Studies

5. Students Hostel

AGH
Technical University
al. Mickiewicza 30

University of Economics
ul. Rakowiecka 27

American Consulate
ul. Stolarska 9

Austrian Consulate
ul. Krupnicza 42

German Consulate
ul. Stolarska 7

Hon. British Consulate
ul. sw. Anny

Hon. Norwegian
Consulate

ul. Mazowiecka 25
Rirlines & Travel
British Airways
Brussels Airlines
El Al Airlines
Krakow Airport

Lufthansa Airlines

Seekrakow
ul. Florianska 6

Bars & Restaurants

Any Time Sandwich Bar
ul. Estery 16

Aqua e Vino
ul. Wislna 5/10

Arka Noego
ul. Szeroka 2

Art Club Cieplarnia
ul. Bracka 15

Bagel Mama
ul. Podbrzezie 2

Baraka
pl. Nowy 7

Bohemia
ul. Golebia 2

Boogie Cafe
ul. Szpitalna 9

Budda Bar
Rynek Glowny 6

Bull Pub
ul. Mikolajska 2

Cafe Camelot
ul. Tomasza 17

Cafe Golebia 3
ul. Golebia 3

Cafe Manekin
ul. sw. Tomasza 25

Cafe Philo
ul. sw. Tomasza 30

Cafe Sukiennice
Rynek Glowny 1/3

Cafe Zakatek
ul. Grodzka 2

Coffeina Internet Cafe
Rynek Glowny 23/3

Camera Cafe
ul. Wislna 5

Casa della Pizza
Maly Rynek 2

Club Clu
ul. Szeroka 10

Club Pod Jaszczurami
Rynek Glowny 8

CK Browar Pub
ul. Podwale 6/7

Czekolada
ul. Bracka 4

Del Papa Ristorante
ul. sw. Tomasza 6

Dom Podroznika
ul. Koletek 7

Drink Bar “Vis a Vis”
Rynek Glowny 29

Dynia
ul. Krupnicza 20

Faust Klub
Rynek Glowny 6

Globetroter
pl. Szczepanski 7/15

Grill 15/16
Rynek Glowny 16

Herbaciarnia
ul. Golebia 1

Internet Cafe 24/7
Rynek Glowny 23

Ipanema
ul. Tomasza 28

Irish Arms Pub
ul. Poselska 18

Irish Mbassy
ul. Stolarska 3

Karczma
“Podworko Maryny”
Rynek Glowny 9

Klub Internetowy Planet
Rynek Glowny 24

Lemonday
pl. Na Groblach 22

Le Scandale
pl. Nowy 9

Les Couleurs
ul. Estery 10

M Club
ul. Tomasza 11a

Massolit Books & Cafe
ul. Felicjanek 4/2

Mechanoff
ul. Estery 8

Metropolitan
ul. Slawkowska 3

Mleczarnia
ul. Meiselsa 20

Moliere Cafe
ul. Szewska 4

Nandu Internet Cafe
ul. Wislna 6

Nic Nowego
ul. Krzyza 15

Nikita Bar
ul. Slawkowska 26

Nowa Prowincja
ul. Bracka 3

Nowy Kuzyn
Maly Rynek 4

Pod Sloncem
Rynek Glowny 43

Property Krakow
ul. Cybulskiego 2

Prowincja
ul. Bracka 3/5

Punkt
ul. Slawkowska 12

Re
ul. Krzyza 4

Ross Amores Cafe
Rynek Glowny 15

Restauracja
Pod Krzyzykiem
Rynek Glowny 39

Ristorante Da Pietro
Rynek Glowny 17

Sakana
ul. Slawkowska 5-7

Siesta Cafe
ul. Stolarska 6

Square Pub
ul. Grodzka 51

Srodziemie
pl. Wszystkich Sw. 8

Szara Kamienica
Rynek Glowny 6

Szara na Kazimierzu
ul. Szeroka 39

Tajemniczy Ogrod
ul. Bratska 3/5

TramBar
ul. Stolarska 11

Tribeca Coffee
Rynek Glowny 27

Trzy BIS
ul. Krowoderska 70

Vesuvio
ul. Florianska 38

Wedel Pijalnia
Czekolady
Rynek Glowny 46

Wentzl Restaurant Rynek
Glowny 19

Wierzynek Restaurant
Rynek Glowny 15

Wodka Bar
ul. Mikolajska

Zblizenia
pl. Nowy 8

Hotels, Hostels &
Guest Rooms

Abella Guest Rooms
ul. Dluga 48

Affinity Flats
ul. Karmelicka 7

ARS Hostel
ul. Koletek 7

Atlantis Hostel
ul. Dietla 58

Blue Bells Apartments
ul. Starowislna 22

Official Distributors

Campanile
ul. sw. Tomasza 34

City Hostel
ul. Krzyza 21

Deco Hostel
ul. Mazowiecka 3a

Dizzy Daisy Hostels
ul. Pedzichow 9

Express Holiday Inn
ul. Opolska 14

Flamingo Hostel
ul. Szewska 4

Good Bye Lenin Hostel ul.
B. Joselewicza 23

Grand Hotel
ul. Slawkowska 5/ 7

Holiday Inn
ul. Wielopole 4

Hotel Amadeus
ul. Mikolajska 20

Hotel Copernicus
ul. Kanonicza 16

Hotel Eden
ul. Ciemna 15

Hotel Major
ul. Gdynska 6

Hotel Pod Roza
ul. Florianska 14

Hotel Pod Wawelem
pl. na Groblach 22

Hotel Senacki
ul. Grodzka 51

Hotel Stary
ul. Szczepanska 5

Hotel Wentzl
Rynek Glowny 19

Hotel PTTK Wyspianski
ul. Westerplatte 15

Ibis Krakow Centrum
ul. Syrokomli 2

Momotown Hostel
ul. Miodowa 28

Novotel Katowice
Centrum

al. Rozdzienskiego 16,
Katowice

Novotel Krakow
Bronowice
al. Armii Krajowej 11

Novotel Krakow Centrum
ul. T. Kosciuszki 5

Orbis Cracovia
al. F. Focha 1

Orbis Francuski
ul. Pijarska 13

Radisson SAS
ul. Straszewskiego 17

Red Brick Apartments
ul. Kurniki 3

Sheraton
ul. Powisle 7

Tournet Guest Rooms
ul. Miodowa 7

Trzy Kafki
al. Slowackiego 29

Trzy Kafki Premium
ul. Dolnych Mlynow 9

Zodiakus Hostel
ul. Augustianska 4
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Nigt Club 57

37 Mogilska St.
Tel.: (0) 12 411-7441
Cell: (0) 506-698-745

Krakow's top

night club offers the most
beautiful escorts in town.
In-house and outcall.
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TARASY\/ERONA

TARASY\/ERONA

Tarasy Verona consists of two modern buildings located at
ul. Armii Krajowej. Comfort and relax are guaranteed due to
a swimming pool, fitness centre and playground for children,
all for the sole use of the dwellers of the buildings.
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Luxurious flats are even more attractive due to spacious terra-
ces with the view over Wawel and Kopiec Kosciuszki, where you
can additionally appreciate the whole panorama of Cracow.

www.veronabuilding.com

Verona Building Sp. z o.0.
ul. Gtowackiego 4/9, 30-084 Krakow
tel. 012 638 88 08, fax 012 623 94 50

VERONA
BUILDING




