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Connecticut Orchid Society Mission Statement
The Connecticut Orchid Society is an incorporated, non-profit association for the preservation and extension of

knowledge concerning the conservation, ecology, science, cultivation, hybridization, appreciation and uses of
orchids; and to carry on such activities as may be necessary or desirable to effectuate such purposes.

For notice of last-minute or
inclement weather cancella-

tion, visit our website
www.ctorchids.org.

Contact us:
 Write: Connecticut Orchid Society, Inc.

 Editorial Office
 P.O. Box 198
 Farmington, CT 06034-0198

E-mail:  President Cheryl Mizak
president@ctorchids.org 

Editor:   Monty Sabolcik 
editor@ctorchids.org

Connecticut Orchid Society (COS) is an
incorporated  non-profit 501 (c) (3) organi-
zation founded in 1959.  Please consider
making a charitable contribution  to COS.
Most donations made to COS are tax de-
ductible.

Wednesday December 13th, 

Farmington Senior Center

321 New Britain Ave, 
Unionville  (See last pg. 8 for 

map & directions)

6:00 pm.:  Doors open.  Socializing 
be-gins. Come early and help set-
up for the meeting.

7:30 pm: Business meeting begins

8:00 pm: Featured speaker and/or 
presentation begins.

Members with last 
names beginning with
“A” through “M”, please 
bring goodies for this 
month’s refreshment table.

This Month’s Featured Event

Holiday Party!

Come eat drink and be merry 
with us at the Farmington 
Senior Center. Show your 
orchids, bring plants to trade, 
buy or sell, and show off all 
your winter blooming orchids! 
Please bring your favorite dish, 
appetizer, or dessert, 
whatever strikes your fancy for 
all to share. 

Upcoming events.....2

Mentor list / Presidents 
message...........3

Random Drivel.... 5



Shows season is starting! There are 
numerous shows coming up in the 
near future. Please speak to an AOS 
member to let us know if you are 
available to help us put on a killer 
display at our sister societies. 
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Mentor List
The following COS members are available to an-
swer your culture questions and help you with any
orchid growing problems you may have:

Judy Becker judybecker40@att.net (860)  824-
0561 (8:00--8:00 pm) Greenhouse growing meth-
ods: Wide variety of species & hybrids

Sam Hinckley samuelhinckley@comcast.net (860) 688-0943
(After 7:30 pm) Windowsill growing methods: Species & hybrids

Glenn McGeough mcgeough7@gmail.com  (203) 482-3973.  Spe-
cializing in Cattleyas.

Jeffrey Richards Jeffrey.richards@snet.net    (Contact anytime).
Greenhouse growing methods:  Specializing in Paphiopedilums.

Sharon SmithDelisle sharonsmithdelisle@hotmail.com
(Contact anytime) Under lights & windowsill growing methods: Bul-
bophylums, Cymbidiums, Dendrobiums, Paphiopedilums, Milto-
niopsis & mixed genera.

David Tognalli dtog54@sbcglobal.net (860) 521-7249 (Contact
evenings & weekends) Windowsill & outdoor growing methods:
Warm growers, Cattleyas, Dendrobiums & mixed genera.

Content Acknowledgement All information, opinions, reporting
and recommendations  that appear in this newsletter are those of the
editor (unless otherwise noted) and do not necessarily reflect those of
the Connecticut Orchid Society.   The editor is deeply indebted to the
American Orchid Society for the free reprinting of articles, photos, tips
& tricks, advice, checklists, etc. from its monthly magazine Orchids
without which the COS newsletter, and its membership would be the
poorer.

COS Membership Information :  $20/yr. Individual  $25/yr. Family
$200 Individual or $250 Family Lifetime Membership (never pay
dues again!)   Visit www.ctorchids.org to apply for/renew mem-
bership.  We accept Paypal.  Contact Membership Chairperson
Mary Rampone at www.COSMembership@earthlink.net for
more details.

Membership Policy Membership is open to anyone inter-
ested in orchids.  Members join the Society by payment of annual
dues.  Memberships may be individual, student, family, life or hon-
orary. Honorary membership is for life and is made by nomination
of the Board of Directors and majority vote of the membership pre-
sent at a regular meeting.  The newsletter is published each month
except July and August.  Annual membership includes electronic
delivery of the newsletter.
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Upcoming Events

Dues are DUE!

Please don't forget to renew your membership. As a 
reminder, if you signed up for Autopay through 
Paypal, it tends to renew in the month that you 
originally joined, so double check with membership to 
ensure that you continue to receive the newsletter 
and emails from the club. If not, please remit payment 
to ensure you remain a member in good standing. In 
addition, the board is always seeking member input on 
how to improve the club, and how to attract new 
members. We have lots of great things planned for the 
upcoming year, don't miss out. As I have said before, 
$20 for the year is worth is for the access to the 
vendors alone in my mind, nevermind the myriad 
other benefits of COS membership :)
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President’s
Message

Cheryl Mizak

Hello,

We are moving the normal start time of the meeting up a half an hour, and will 
be starting appetizers and salads at six, with the main dishes being eaten at 
6:30. Please don't forget to renew your membership this month. Also, 
remember that show season starts in earnest next month, and it is important to 
participate in sister society shows so that they reciprocate when we resume 
having our show next year. Shows are a great way to exhibit your orchids for 
potential ribbons, rosettes, or the coveted AOS awards while also helping COS 
raise its profile simultaneously. See everyone on the 13th in Farmington.

Random news, notes, and potential knowledge.....

Last month, Tom was around to take notes on the presentation and write up a recap. Tom did not 
go last month, and for the life of me I could not do justice to what Alan presented from memory. As such, 
I am taking the easy way out and attaching an excellent article in its entirety written by the man himself 

from the AOS website. It will be attached to the end of the newsletter. 

There was some question as to whether or not it was kosher to reprint articles in the newsletter 
in whole from the AOS website. We have clarification that this is indeed okay, so read away without the 
specter of copyright infringement coloring the experience for you.

I am also attaching a flier to the end of the newsletter regarding the AOS Northeast Judging 
Center Annual Auction, which is this coming Saturday the 16th. After some digging by Cheryl and yours 
truly, we discovered that the NJ orchid society is the sponsor of this event, and has a list of plants that 
will be available for auction available here: njorchids.org

To see the list of plants, click on the events tab. I did not include a list, as she said it is being 
constantly updated until Saturday. This year they have added pictures where they could with the list, 
which is helpful. Don't forget that following the auction is a scheduled monthly judging, so you have the 
opportunity to buy some rare plants and possibly win an AOS award in the same day. 

I attended last year, and while some of the rare big richard plants went for big dollars (I 
remember a FCC division of a catasetum saccatum from the Huntington collection went for like 500 or 
something wild like that) the prices on the whole were not too crazy, and there were some bargains to 
be had. I do know that they had a ton of Phil and Ann Jesup plants that had been donated for the auction 
last year, and often the judges bring divisions of rare stuff from their collections to auction as well. 
The auction is in Stamford at the Bartlett Arboretum, and they feed you as part of it. The only real 
downside that I remember is that the auction can run long, as they had tons of plants to go through.

Please remember that Show season and the CT flower show is coming up, and we are going to need both 
volunteers, and blooming plants. 
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AOS corner

Upcoming Webinars:

Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton
Thursday December 14th, 2017 @ 8:30 PM — 9:30 pm, EST Everyone invited

Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, who will dis-
cuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by attendees.  Please send your 
questions to stillilsch@cox.net by December 10th.

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2847045007049760515

Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar

Random webinar plug of the month: 
Fred Clarke has an excellent lecture on Novelty Cattleya Breeding in the archived webinar section. 

He focuses on how he has been breeding splash petal and blue Cattleyas, which is interesting enough, but 
he talks culture at the end of it, and there are many hidden tricks and tips in there that would be good for 
all growers. 

For example, one of the main cultural tips I took from this presentation was that we are fertilizing 
our plants very differently than they get nutrition in nature. When orchids are growing on the side of a 
tree, they receive nutrients every time it rains in minuscule amounts. He states that rather than "weakly, 
weekly" advice that we have all heard is largely nonsense, and that a tiny amount of fertilizer at each 
watering would be better for our plants. He posits that orchid roots are so efficient at taking up nutrients, 
that the amount of fertilizer needed to feed them is so slight that you would not even be able to taste it 
should you drink the finished fertilizer mix. (Obviously, please do not try drinking fertilizer.) This is a good 
example of one of those "golden rules" of orchid growing that is often repeated but yet is not up to date 
with what serious growers are doing. Anyway, watch the webinar, it is well worth your time. 

This is a division of the 
same plant- Dave gave 
me a cutting about 18 
months ago, and look 
how differently they 
bloomed under the 
different conditions: lip 
different, color 
different, (not showing 
well in the photo) and 
wider petals on Dave's 
plant on the right. 
Weird huh?
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November 17 Show Table 

Culture is as noted: C- cool I-Intermediate W-Warm G- Greenhouse WS- windowsill L- Lights

Catasetum Razzle-Dazzle M. Sabolcik w, g

Cattleya aclandiae M. Sabolcik w, g
(aclandiae ‘3141’ x aclandiae ‘Exotic Jaguar)

Cattleya labiata var. rubra M. Sabolcik w, g

Cattleya labiata var. rubra D. Tognalli i, w

Cattleya Royal Walk ‘Snow Drift’ M. Sabolcik w, g

Cattleya Tinsywinsy syn. Sophrolaeliocattleya  M. Sabolcik w, g

Clowesia Black Jade ‘JEM’ HCC/AOS Mitchell/Santin i, w
x Catasetum Frilly Doris ‘SVO’ AM/AOS  

Cycnoches Anne-Kathrin Berger    M. Sabolcik w, g
x Cycnoches warscewiczii 

Cycnoches Richard Brandon x Cycnoches Chlorage M. Sabolcik w, g

Cycnoches warscewiczii ‘SVO’    M. Sabolcik w, g
x Cycnoches Martha Clarke ‘SVO’  

Dendrobium victoria-reginae     D. Tognalli i, w

Epigeneium nakaharaei   R. Schwartz i, w

Oncostele Wildcat ‘Green Valley’ syn. Colmanara  M. Sabolcik w, g

Restrepia brachypus   R. Schwartz i, w

Cattleya Katherine Clarkson syn. Sophrolaeliocattleya M. Sabolcik w, g
x. Rhyncholaeliocattleya Leopard Gem syn. Brassolealiocattleya

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Norman’s Bay ‘Gothic’ AM/AOS G. McGeough i, g
(Rc. Hartland x C. Ishtar) 

Rhynchovola David Sander D. Tognalli i, w
(Brassavola cucullata x Rhyncholaelia digbyana) 
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Around the Greenhouse -- Editor’s keikis

Letters to the editor are always welcome.   Your feedback about any issue that is on 
your mind will help us improve our Society, as well as the newsletter.  Please write 
to me at msabolcik@cjryouth.org   or  P.O. Box 610 Litchfield CT 06759.

Dear Readers—-

Let's just stop pretending that I am going to get this thing out in a timely fashion....... 
All joking around aside, please let us on the board know what you want to see from your club, now is the time we are 
planning events, vendors, changes and the like, and fresh perspectives from members are always welcome. Please 
consider helping out at a show, you never know if your plant may win a ribbon, trophy, AOS award, or cash prize. (Full 
disclosure, those are listed in ascending order or rarity and difficulty to pull off, but in my brief time in the club showing 
my plants, have pulled off all of these.) I also have a brutal streak of competition in me, and it tickles me to have the COS 
show up on a neutral field, and walk off with all the glory and prizes. Help us out by lending us your plants when the time 
comes!
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Directions to Farmington Senior Center
321 New Britain Avenue, Unionville, CT

From the North or East: Take I-84 west from 
Hartford to exit 38
(Rt. 6).  Proceed west.  Turn right onto New Britain 
Ave.  Farmington Senior Center is at 321 New 
Britain Avenue next to the police station. From the 
South: Take Rt. 9 north to I-84 west.  Proceed as 
above.
From the West: Take I-84 east to exit 37 (Fienemann 
Rd.).
Turn left on Fienemann Rd., go over the highway, 
then turn left onto Rt. 6. Follow Rt. 6 west.  Turn 
right onto New Britain Ave.  Farmington Senior 
Center is at 321 New Britain Ave. next to the police 
station.

Drawing by Ruth Sheehan

C. Lueddemanniana
x Circle of Life 1st 
bloom seedlings from 
Odom's























American Orchid Society Northeast Judging Center 

Orchid 
Auction 

& 
Holiday Party 

 
December 16, 2017 

 

Bartlett Arboretum 
Stamford, CT 

 

10:30 am 
Auction Preview 9:30 am 

 
- Auction of many rare and choice orchids 
- Special Raffle of a Premier Orchid Plant 
- Complimentary buffet lunch 
 
Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens 
 151 Brookdale Road 
 Stamford, Connecticut 
  
1.5 miles north of the Merritt Parkway and 
6 miles from downtown Stamford.  
 
  

 
 
  
 
 

Photos courtesy of Jonathan Grimm 



Auction List

# ITEM Description
1 E. Jonathan Guerrero (E. cordigera x E. Lee Ward)

2 C. Irene Finney ‘York’ AM/AOS

3 Rlc. Thorntonii (Rl. digbyana x C. gaskelliana)

4 Onc. sphacelatum

5 Bratonia  Green Goddess

6 Phaius tankervilleae

7 Den. purpureum

8 Brassidium Fly Away 'Miami' HCC/AOS

9 Beallara (Syn. Aliceara) Purple Passion Established Division

10 Den. chrysotoxum Division; fragrant

11 Den. linguella Specimen

12 Gongora gratulabunda Division

13 Gongora claviodora

14 Gongora scaphephorus Division

15 L. anceps 'Elizabeth Eyes' AM/AOS Original Division

16 Coelogyne pandurata (Philippines) Division

17 Den. archipelagense 'Irene' CHM/AOS Division of awarded plant

18 Den. rhodostictum

19 Beallara (Syn. Aliceara) Purple Passion  Division

20 Bulbophyllum membranaceum

21 Dendrobium Adastra from the collection of  C. M. Fitch

22 Lockhartia lunifera Division

23 Rlc. Golf Green 'Hair Pig'

24 Lockhartia amoena Division

25 Lockhartia acuta Division

26 Leptotes bicolor Division

27 Bulb. stelis 'Irene' CHM/AOS Division

28 Coelogyne pandurata (Philippines) Division

29 Den. distichum Division

30 Bulb. comberi

31 Brassia maculata Division

32 Bulb. levanae

33 Den. gibsonii 

34 Den. Lori's Star 

35 Bulb. sanguineopunctatum 'Pink'

36 Brassia maculata Division

37 Bulb. cryptophoranthus

38 Bulb. Frank Smith

39 Bulb. odoratum (Mindanao) 

40 Onc. Pacific Command Division

41 Coelogyne pandurata (Philippines) Division

42 Flask: Bc. Mari's Glory 'Abby's Surprise' AM/AOS x C. Circle of Life 'Trailblazer' AM/AOS 

43 Phrag. Penns Creek Cascade Division

44 Bulb. Daisy Chain

45 Bulb. stelis 'Irene' CHM/AOS Division

46 Pleurothallis gelida 

47 Bulb. vanvuurenii

48 Coel. marmorata Division

49 Onc. parviflorum 'Irene' CHM/AOS Division

50 Beallara (Syn. Aliceara) Purple Passion Division

51 Wilsonara Bonne Nuit Division

52 Paph. Susan Booth Division

53 Bulb. Sunshine Queen

54 Coel. chloroptera Division

55 Stanhopea connata Dividion

56 Bulb. Saurocephalum Division

57 Sterling Silver Phalaenopsis earings
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Auction List

# ITEM Description
58 Gongora powellii (Syn. leuchochila)

59 Bulb. odoratum (Mindanao) 

60 Den. spectabile 

61 Miltassia Mossy Knoll

62 Onc. harrisonianum

63 Coel. pandurata 'Wildcliffe'  From the collection of Rita Cohen

64 Rlc. George King 'Serendipity' AM/AOS Original division from the awarded plant.

65 Ludisia discolor Division

66 Onc. Margo Servos from the collection of C. M. Fitch

67 Den. kingianum Specimen

68 Bulb. comberi

69 Miltassia Cairns 'New River' Division

70 Miltassia Lady Susana Walton Division

71 Epidendrum parkinsonianum

72 Coel. pandurata 'Wildcliffe'  From the collection of Rita Cohen

73 Maxillaria variabilis Specimen

74 Masdevallia coccinea v. alba Mature Plant

75 Rlc. Nacouchee 'Mission Valley' AM/AOS  This is a heritage plant, and from the run of first clonings.

76 Miltonia moreliana 'Royalty' AM/AOS Award Plant Division

77 Bulbophyllum physometrum BS

78 Aer. rubescens 'Maplewood' AM/AOS NBS

79 V. Pink Fairy 'Maplewood' NBS

80 Cym. Spark Sprite 'Sparky'

81 Calanthe (Grouville x vestita) BS

82 Rlc. George King 'Southern Cross' AM/AOS  an excellent plant from the clonings

83 Masd. scabrilinguis

84 Masd. herradurae

85 Masd. bennittii

86 Masd. mejianna

87 Habenaria carnea  ('Mem. Ruffles' AM/AOS x outcross). Leon Glicenstein's breeding

88 Flask:  Rlc. George King 'Serendipity' AM/AOS x C. hoehnei 

89 (V. coerulescens x Vandachostylis Rainbow Stars 'Blue Tip')

90 Dendrochilum tenellum

91 Coelogyne ochracea (syn. Nitida) ‘Kobe’ 

92 Brassia Rex 'Okika'  (verrucosa x gireoudiana)   Multigrowth robust plant; named, but not (yet) awarded

93 Oncidium sphacelatum 'Sunbeam' AM/AOS  Multiple new and old growths

94 Zygopetalum maculatum (syn intermedium and/or mackayi)  

95 Masdevallia Bay Breeze ‘Claret’  AM/AOS Division of award plant; well established;in bud

96 Bc. Maikai ‘Louise’ AM/AOS  12" cedar basket

97 C. labiata var. semi alba ‘IV’x C. labiata var. semi alba ‘Cassola’  

98 Bulb. Lasiochilum  (red form)

99 Neofinetia (Vanda) falcata

100 Cheesecake Cupcakes

101  Paphiopedilum Rand Waddoups (Lehua Orchids)
(Paph.superbiens 'Lehua Magnifico' AM/AOS x Paph. Venus Knight 

102 C. Intermedia Var. alba 'Penn Valley' AM/AOS Mother Division

103  Paphiopedilum Presidential Flight 
(Paph.President Fred ‘Tall Elegance’ x Paph. Flighty Fred In Red) 

Lehua Orchids

104 Paphiopedilum Petula’s Pride Lehua Orchids

105 C. walkeriana 'The Chairman' AM/AOS Division of the original plant'

106 Paphiopedilum philippinense 

107 Cym. (?? X Pumilow) warmth tolerant; fragrant;  in bloom.

108 Miltonia spectabalis var. alba 'Kyleidoscope'

109 Blc. Carolina Splendor 'Krull Smith' Division from the original plant
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